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medal for each season’s best play written by an
American and produced on Broadway. 7
The veteran Kelcey Allen, critic of “Women's
m.*mmmm.mmm
if any member of the Pulitizer Prize Committee
ever sees all the plays. . . . The critics see every-
-m,-tmmm-.mm
€8 a ; they're
‘qualified judges.” R
Mr. Allen’s explanation, we think, deserves
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Step No. 2—

This is the most
ritual of all. Here is your
board of the staff. It you fail
get the right tune from them you
must simply start all over again
with Step No. 1.

perspective, It will take the curse
off any feeling that organization on

f| ble step.

j Wh‘tthynmmehrlyu
' | that all of you are a self-constituted
committee to form a Guild unit, It
Will give them a measure'of respon-
sibility, and will also prevent the
growth of the idea that any one of
‘them is on the spot—which you are
honestly trying to avoid. After
reaching this point you should in-
troduce info the discussion the spe-
cific manner in which they are to
approach fellow staff members.

the paper is an isolated, indefensi-

con-
fidence in their ability to enroll the
men.

The conclusion of this session

ply of appiication cards r¢ esth of
the stalwarts. tive them as well,
extra copier of the iatest Cuild Re-
‘porter. If they volunteeer to sign
application cards themselves, fine.

'Step No. 3—The Follow-U

Keep after them. They will still
have lots of questions, and little
problems in the approach to individ-
uals. Remember that while a plan
Is essential, it is folly to expect the
mlctoworlontmcuyuw
schedule. It never does. Or hardly
ever. -(This Edgar Guest philoso-
phizing should be kept to oneself,
It's indecent.)

“Step No. 4—THe Coup de
Grace
For this you need the matador,
Your Guild president, district or
national officer, or some newspaper-
man of prestige should make the

*ISome Vali
! bs
. :{715..“#: Brown and Compa-y?

should be the distribution of a sup- |

'negotiations should be among the

F.-
Authors
- This Editor Doubts News Work

" Tends to Produce Novelists

THIS TRADE OF WRIT-
ING. By Edward Weeks. _An
Atlantic Press Publication. fssued

able Tips for

for literary ambition,” he says, but
at the same time the newspaper
“seems to mourish the most ine
sidious of ambitions.” After which
he utters the defi: “It ever there
! a newspaperman who did wot
live with the idea of some day writs
ing a book, polat him out to me”
Newspapermen do write books, of
courge. And most newspapermen do
play with the idea. Weeks's read-
able, entertaining survey of the
writing business should provide
them with some valuable pointers,
An Intimidating Business
Weeks knows what he is talking
about, amd If the net effect of his
book is likely to intimidate the
faint-hearted, he is not to blame,

» i )
Reviewed by CHARLES CALKINS
(Nvﬂn York City News Association. )

Fonuo Guildsman who's going to
write that book some ' day,
“This Trade of Writing” is required
reading. Unless, that is, he's easily
discouraged. ¢
Weeks has his doubts about news-
papermen writing books. “News-

papers are a good proving ground

sure that the meeting u;nrh the be-
ginning, not the end of a férward
movement.

Step No. 5—Learning to Walk
The unit is now established, on
paper. The job now econsists of

self. As assistant editor of the At-
lantic Monthly and editor-in-chief
of the Atlantic Menthly Press, he
reads some five million words a
year.

but rather the writing business ft«

setting it in motion. A program of| « 'on young authors are come

action should be worked out. Its
relationship to the Guild, and a
method for initiating ecollective

pelled to do their writing on the
slde,” Weeks states, estimating that
of the more than 260,000 persons in
this country trying to write “hardly -
first subjects discussed by the unit, 48 many as 2,600" have reached the
Committees established for the pur-. point where they can devote thelr
posé should be appointed, perl: | whole time to the work. - :
odically reporting to the unit. Con- . Hard to Gurvive

stant consultation with unit officers| Young writers must be ready to
will insure the existence of a Guild | serve an apprenticeship of trial and
unit which will not die on the vine, | tailure, it they are to survive, he
with nothing to show but a single | believes. What line this training is

You've got to do this so that when |lead s - At this staff meeting | payment of dues and a signature on | to follow, of depends upon
they leave, each knows exactly|you have at least five men who will | the application card, the individual, but Weeks incors

what his job ia. . |slen up. You know because you| This dutline of experience will| porates some valuable
have checked up beforehand. The| work on a paper where there is no [in his book. In addition he sketches
Get Co-operation Inside | moral effect of thelr siguing up at | marked hostility to the Guild. Tthas | the struggles many of the top-fight

Whether the staff numbers 30 or | the meeting in the presence of the | been found. Decessary, at times, to| writers have had.
He may sign up, pay his dues, 100 does not matter, Each man [rest is important. The ten or fifteen carry on organization work in a| While his work pi should
never do another thing. 'A one-man | should be made responsible for the others they have spoken to may also | most secretive way. Two papers | have been entitied “This Trade of
unit may constitute a danger to|people in his department. If each be ready. have been organized in New York Novel Writing,” since he is largely
the Guild and to the lone member. of them can get two or three men| Since it is improbable that the |“underground” as it were. In one concerned with the preparation of
. His’ function should be to afford signed up you have a substantial | whole staff is present it is indis. case there was no formal chairman books, it is well worth reading by
you an Insight into the sentiment | unit. You should volunteer to help | pensable that you speak briefly on a | for several months. . I should like | any newspaperman who lives “with
in his office. You can Jearn from | out in speaking to these people. plan’ for complete organization of |the opportunity, sometime, of outlin- | the idea of some day writing,”
him what your best approach to the | It has often happened that in this the | staff. Indicate some of the ing the steps we adopted under such | whether it be novels, magazine flo
“staff will be, Finally, he should | way 15 or 20 will be signed up in things the unit has before it, Make ¢ircumstances, tion or poetry.
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Letters to the Editor ' From GCuild Members on Varied Topics
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the names of the candidates of the
United Labor Ticket were con-
sistently ignored by the Hearst
papers, barely mentioned by the
Chronicle, and ridiculed by the
Scripps-Howard paper, which poses
as pro labor. ’

This state of things cannot con-
tinue, it would not exist today, if
the newspapers were not afraid of
losing advertising if they dared to
show a spirit of fair play.

Many a Guild man vmo\u out of
work would like to be associated
with an attempt to take away from
the press the stigma under which
it rests today. Years dgo, if a state
ment appeared in a newspaper, it was
assumed to be true.. Today people
think it is probably a lie.

We owe it to our reputation to
create a clean press. The people
would welcome it, and the publish-
‘who only work for profit would
in their shoes. ;

I confidently believe that, within
a generation from now, there will be

g

?

writers themselves in every
great city of America. Only by
means of such a press can we over-
come the sinistér influence of a

Defends Roosevelt
In Jennings Case

> Lansing, Mich,
Editor, The Guild Reporter:

In a recent issue of this publica-
tion, part of an article appearing in
one of the nation's liberal weeklies
was published. The article attrib
uted the President’s decision in, the
Jennings case to poor counsel on
the part of a White House press
relations man, He was said to have
told the President that feelings of
newspaper men would not be hurt
if the Labor Relations Board de-
cided for Hearst instead of for his
erstwhile employe. A

Before, the President has not
been given credjt in these columns
for giving a damn for reporters’
feelings. It seems to be the con-
census among the editorial direc
tors of the Reporter that the Pres-
fdent simply wanted to smooth
Hearst's already roughened fur. If
that was the case, his effort was
singularly unsuccessful,

Nobody will probably ever know
what exactly lay behind the Chief
Executive’s decision. I belleve my-
self it was an effort to placate
Hearst. .

But Marlen Pew, esteemed friend
of the ANPA and its members,
counsels Guild members to be prae-
tical. And for once he is right—
in this matter, Hearst owns papers
whose aggregate circulation mounts
into the millions, Some deluded
millions believe everything Hearst
has to say.

In American public affairs com-
promise has almost always been re-
sorted to, fn big affairs and little
ones. To do good for one group it is
frequently necessary to hurt an-
other, Roosevelt faced obstruction-
st tactics at the hands of Hearst.

of millions, though he had to step,

| ing
| right to' regulate industry, they

lent policy, you will not help a

~Bditor, The Guild Reporter:

vicinity who are interested in tiae i
theatre should not miss attending Above all; the , which

at an early date the play, ‘Let Free. { ‘ lltlon'l::lu"th g
dom Ring,' at the Broadhurst The
atre. Although eritically scclaimed | tyral mant:
by all the first-nighters it has been
in danger of closing for lack of aun-

as a “proletarian” left-wing drama
n-| with a “powerful message.”

He did his best to protect the gains
th

I
in this case, on the neck of Jenm-

to the theatre for entertainment,

uings. I admire him for it, for the [ for relaxation, for escape from the
reaction of newspaper workers was| horrors of daily life.
sure to be unfavorable. “Let Freedom Ring” has no re-

1T editors of these coulmns would semblance whatever to these other
call for constitutional change giv-| Productions, wherein the players
the government undisputed| often seemed cut in a pattern to fit
a thesis, The only bad thing about
“Let Freedom Ring” is its title,
and the play has very little to do
with the title,

Machine Age in South

The play concerns  Southern
Mmountaineers who are engulfed by
the machine age in the form of the
textile mills. The

would be working for much greater
ends than those obtainable through
praying for a President who win
always make affirmative decisions
when at first glance affirmative de-
cisions seem right. By your pres-

greater man than Roosevelt into of
fice; you will be instrumental in

placing another Hoover in the|of the Elizabethans, are finally
- White House, a man who will moved to organize into a unfon as
never yield to labor its point when the only way of coping with their
industry and commerce rule against muuu.omrmuu.mm
it ; has no “message.”

. Jennings may be a martyr—buat characters themselves are
he is a. martyr for a good .cause.| all " even more so than
He stood not only to help the Pres. | the Southerners of “Tobacco Road.”

ident; he stood to help his fellow

men,
WALTER SWANSON,
Lansing State Journal,

Urges All to See
This Play

d ‘on' p
Now York. Ends on'Hopeful Note

Guild members of New York and summation comes on a note of joy,

of hope, of strength
ceived the

ces. The reason derives frem
fact that the play was greeted

There have been so many of these

plays recently, all of them success- | tain comes down.
ful, that the market has been glut-| As sheer entertalnment
ted. Furthermore, most people go | nothing running on

SUATU TR S
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