
WASHINGTON—Appeals

from a Sixth Regional War

Labor Board order in six

Newspaper Guild contract

cases involving AssoCiated

Press bureaus have been de-

nied by the National War

Labor Board in a decision

that represented a tactical

victory for the union.

The, decision in the cases,

which had been pending be-
fore the NWLB since last
December, rejected all man-
agement appeals from the
RWLB order and provided
that a chief issue of union
security be remanded to the

WI,B's Newspaper Commission in

Chicago for action in accordance

with WLB policy.
Other principal points in the

NWI,B's order included approval

of retroactivity of Guild contract

wage increases to February, 1943,

in the AP's Atlanta bureau and

to December, 1942, for Michigan

employee of the wire service, and

application of Detroit pay mini-

mums to outstate Michigan Al'

newsmen and photographers.
In January, following a Guild

petition. the NWLB in an interim

order released agreed-upon con-

tract pay increases to employes

In Philadelphia, San Francisco,

Kansas City, Boston, Detroit and

Atlanta bureaus.
The final NWLB's order, filed

with the ANG April 26, also de-

nied an AP management appeal

from RWLB rulings approving

retroactive pay to employes of

the six bureaus leaving the AP

payroll since the effective date of

eontract minimums.
Guild appeals on issues of hours

and overtime and job security

provisions in Atlanta and Michi-

gan were denied by the NWLB.

On the Inside...
Points of information by Milton

Murray, Guild-government

relations--page 2.
On ear fronts—page 3.
On collective bargaining frc.nts

—pages 4 and 5.
A case of insurrection—Page 8.
Repeat performance by pub-

lisloyis--page 9.
Wifeims to us—page 11.

Washington roundup by Jimmy
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page 12.
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Pettlteheill tbe lel end

Ilia et *ark oe•ollt

EDITORIAL 'SECURITY' RULE ISSUED

WLB SPURNS AP CONTRACT APPEALS
KB Settles
AP Issues

GUILDSMAN ADDRESSES BIRTHDAY GREETINGS Guild Awarded
Maintenance

In Six Cases In Rochester

Newspaper Guilthiman Walter Peters fixes u
p • special missive in England for 

a birthday bombing

of Hiller's Germany. Peters, former CIO Ne
ws staff member, now is a sergeant an

d combat corresrondent

for Yank. In bomber raids he is a lighti
ng reporter, assigned to a 50 caliber machine gunpost.

'Decisive Round' Won by Guild

In Fight For Denver Post Pact
DENVER—The Denver News-

paper Guild won a decisive round

In a Denver Post wage dispute

over a 1943 contract when the

Sixth Regional War Labor Boar
d

at Chicago reaffirmed it, origina
l

award of last November 8.

Post management, still balking

last week, had petitioned for 
re-

consideration, or "appeal," of th
e

November 8 award, alleging tha
t

marked wage increases then or
-

dered exceeded the Little Steel for-

mula and objecting to the board's

granting of pro rata vacation pay

for employes called into military

service.

VACATIONS INCLUDED

The latter point, management

contended, had not been presented

by the Guild or management
 as

part of the original dispute ca
se.

Beard members regarded this 
va-

cation pay as a substantial p
art

Guild's Board Meets

In Milwaukee Preview
Wartime issues and problems

facing the American News
paper

Guild's eleventh annual co
nven-

tion will be previewed by the

Union's International Executive

Board in New York City next

weekend.
A tentative agenda for the 

con-

vention, which' opens Augus
t 7

at the Hotel Schroder in Mil-

waukee, tops the work sched
ule

for the IEB in May 6, 7 
and 8

sessions at the Hotel New Y
orker.

MILWAUKEE IS NEXT

The IEB's weekend meeting

will be its last regular one
 until

just prior to opening of th
e Mil-

waukee convention, delegat
es to

National Wire Conference

Is Scheduled in Chicago
Newspaper Guild representa-

tives of more than 1,500 wire

Eervice and news syndicate em-

ployes have been called by the

union to a national organizing
and collective bargaining con-

ference May 13 and 14 in Chicago.

Delegates from Guild wire

service units in every section of
the United States are expected
to converge on Chicago's Hotel

Sherman for the two-day ses-

sions, which ilI set policies and

Programs in intensified member-
ship and contract campaigns.

Conference preliminaries were

tliecuseed April 23 at Guild heade

quarters in New York City at

a meeting„-oft- the ANG's Wi
re

Service Committee.

Participating in the New Y
ork

meeting were ANG Executive

Vice President Sam B. 
Eubanks,

ANG Secretary-Treasurer Wil-

liam W. Rodgers, ANG 
Interna-

tional Representatives Joseph

Colangelo and John Wellburg,

and Jules Schick, Philadelphia

Associated Press; William 
Ken-

ney, New York International

News Photos; R. H. 
Shackford,

Washington United Press, and

Betty Cutler and Charles V.

Smith., representing Marion

notch,. ,New York AssOelateel ,

Press•

which are already being e
lected

by Guild locals.

A preliminary to the IE
B ses-

sions will be a meeting of the

ANG's Constitution Committee

May 3 and 4 in Guild he
adquar-

ters at 63 Park Row, New 
York.

It will report constitutional

recommendations to the IE:B, 
in-

cluding any action on a p
ropo-

sal by ANG Secretary-Trea
surer

William W. Rodgers, a me
mber,

that the ANG dues per capi
ta be

increased from 75 cents to 
VI,

with 15 cents of the increas
e ap-

,rlied to the ANG's general 
fund

and 10 cents to the defense
 fund,

replacing special assessment
s.

In addition to Rodgers, C
onsti-

tution Committee members are

ANG Vice Presidents Geor
ge A.

Harris, Milton J. Lapine and W
il-

liam J. Farson, and Nat Ei
nhorn,

executive secretary of the New

York Guild.

WLE IS ON LIST

Standing items on the IEB's

agenda include collective ba
rgain-

ing under changing War 
Labor

Board procedures, with empha
sis

on developments in "mainte
nance

of membership" cases, and 
or-

ganizational progress, with em
-

phasis on membership among

wire service employes.

Opening of the 1ED meetin
g

will follow by a week the chimin
g

of the 58th annual convention
 of

the American Newspaper Pub-

limiters Association, whose act
ions

at New York's Waldorf-Astoria

, Doted also will be under IEB r
e-

view.

of the wage structure and includ-

ed it in the award.

The WI.B's Newspaper Panel,

which heard the case originally

last May, the board and the Den-

ver Guild contended the wage in-

creases approved by the board and

panel were wholly within the 15

percent increase since January,

1941, allowable under the Little

Steel formula.

The board itself pointed out in

Its award order that the wage 
in-

creases had been figured carefull
y

to • friction of a cent----and th
e

fraction was below the top pa
y

allowable under the Little Steel

frame.

Sam B. Eubanks, executive vice

president of the American News
-

paper Guild; and C10 representa-

tive on the WLB panel which

heard the case last May, had

urged final settlement of the dis
-

pute as speedily a's possible, and

the Denver Guild had been in

frequent communication with 
the

board and panel members, spe
ak-

ing for a final ruling.

RAISES ARE ORDERED

The November 8 order pr
ovided

for a general increase of
 $5 a

week for all employes covered

by the Guild-Post contract 
whose

current pay was $37.50 or mor
e a

week, and an increase of 1
5 per-

cent for those receiving lee
s than

(Continued on Page Four)

Cole and Engels

Take War Posts
Two vice presidents of the

American Newspaper Guild 
were

on new war assignments last

week.

Gordon H. Cole, serving 
his

first term as an ANG vice 
presi-

dent at large, was so
mewhere

overseas as a civilian infor
mation

specialist attached to the 
U. S.

Army. He has been a PM 
staff-

man in Washington.

Walter Engels, serving his 
sec-

ond term as a regional AN
G vice

president, was in the U. S. Ma
ri-

time Service as a warrant 
officer

attached to its regional public

relations office in New York 
City.

He had been 'a New York 
Daily.

News photographer.

ROCHESTER, N. Y.—The

Rochester Newspaper Guild

seeks immediate negotia-

tions with the Gannett Com-

pany for formal inclusion in

their contract of the first

maintenance of membership

clause ordered for editorial

workers by the Newspaper

Commission of the War La-

bor Board in Chicago.

The precedent - making di-

rective by the WLB agency

followed a pattern estab-

lished by the national WLB
in Washington in the Har-

risburg Patriot case, includ-

ing 'a standard 15-day "es-
cape period" and a provision firs

arbitration of any disputes albs

ing from application of the main.

tenance clause.

30 CASES PENDING

In its March 4 • opinion tht

WLB, rejecting publisher "free

dont of the press" protests, ruled

that its form of memberahir

maintenance could properly be

applied in Guild contracts. The

Rochester case was among tho

oldest of 30-odd Guild dispute,

pending before the Wilt with

union security at issue.

Earlier the Newspaper Panie

of the WLB, now constituted is

commission form, had ordered s

maintenance of membership pro

vision for maintenance depart

ment employes of The Detroil

News under Guild contract. Thia

provision became effective is

March.

Conclusion of negotiations fix

the Rochester maintenance nit

membership provision will culmh

irate a long series of conferences

between Guild and Gannett Coin

pany representatives that begat

in September, 1942, when the

Guild sought for its members s

new contract to replace one that

expired in October (1' that year.

TOUR IS STARTED

After early agreement on mint*

points of the contract, the Guill

and the company deadlocked oa

issues of pay and Guild shop, &hi

the dispute was taken to the New

York Regional War Labor Boare

in February, 1943.

Following a hearing in Ne•

York March 23, 1943, the Case

was referred to the newly-eetalte

lished Newspaper Panel of tlit

WLB.

On October 12, 1943, more that

a year after negotiations began

the Sixth Regional War foto,

Board in Chicago, acting upon a

Newspaper Panel report, issued t

directive granting a 14t,i-cent

an-hour pay increase, retroactivi

to January 1, 1943.

The maintenance of member

ship issue was held in abeyarici

Pending determination of policl

by the netional board.

DALE DISSENTS

George N. Dale, industry mem

her of the WI,11's Newspaper

Commission, dissented from tin

majority maintenance ruling

The Rochester Guild contrao

covers about 100 members in

editorial departments of the two

Gannett newspapers here--The

Times-Union, afternoon, and Tha

Democrat and Chronicle, morning

and Sunday.

•
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Goal Is Topped 'MINE'S PRETTIER!'

In Fund Drive
For Politics

American Newspaper Guild lo-
cals last week topped an initial
goal of $1,500 in voluntary con-
tributions through the union's
Government Relations Committee
to the national CIO Political Ac-
tion Committee.
ANG Secretary-Treasurer Wil-

liam W. Rodgers reported in New
York City that more than $1,600
for CIO political action had beee
received from 32 locals, in many
of which voluntary 25-cent pay-
ments were made by members
following a 'recommendation last
November by the union's Inter-
national Executive Board.

DRIVE CONTINUES

Topping the list of contributing
locals were New York, $500; Los
Angeles. $165; Detroit, $131.40:
St. Louis, $100. Reports from
many locals were incomplete, and
the Guild's political action finane-
ing program continued.
The rollcall laid week listed:

PAYMENT
CONTIIIBUTOR MA DE

Akron   I 111.M1.
Albany   14.00
Atlanta   17.04
chlratio   75410
Cleveland   11
Columbus   141.114
Ilayton   10.041
neuter   2.7,00
Detroit   171.44
Elisabeth 11.75
l,nili,n polls   :r2.54

15.011
1.o• .',.,elm   165.04
Memphis   15.04
Milwaukee   40.00
NPIll York   5m1.48
Northwestern Indiana 10010
Pb11111110pbta -Camden 1.75
Pittsburgh   84.00
Portland, Ore.   SAO
Pueblo   15.601

lirord   11.00
tier raniento  15.1111
St. 1.,u 11111.111
Salem   4.84
San Pronelaro   III,
Se r a nt on   HON
Mao City   11.110
Terre Haute   5.00

INAS
WeithIntOott   110.14
vallossierre  
Medd Reif, Tie USN r,es

Vend 01,111.51

Walsh Loses
In Campaign
For Congress
WILKES-BARRE, Pa. — Run-

ning in an apathetic primary end
without support of the controlling
party, Joseph M. Walsh, Amer-
ican Newspaper Guild vice presi-
dent, lost in his bid for the demo-
cratic nomination for Congress
from the 11th Pennsylvania Dis-
trict in the poll April 25.
Walsh gathered more than

4,800 votes against a total of
8.500 given the slate candidate,
Attorney Daniel J. Flood, who had
been the party's nominee twice
before and holds • state job un-
der the Pennsylvania state treas-
urer.

BE LED TICKET

Walsh was the high man on
an improvised ticket of independ-
ent candidates who merged their
forces for their mutual interests
In opposing the Democratic Party
control in Luzern. County.
He received no support from

the Cl() Political Action Commit-
tee, although local CIO leaders
rallied to his backing.

Guildsman Edits
New CIO Paper
BOSTON — Newspaper Guilds-

man Donald B. Willard, Boston
Globe columnist,
Is writing pub.
licity f o r the
CIO Political
Action Commit-
tee in Massa-
chusetts.

Willard also is
editor of a
M a a eachusetts
CIO News whose
Bret issue will
come off the

Plat c %Soh tiVe itig1irb4hitl •
of the CIO publication.

WILLARD

—Canute.. by Bernard Puemali, Now York Guild

ANG-GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

Newsprint Is Probed
By Truman Committee

By URCEL DANIEL,
Secretor'',

Government Relations Committee,
American Newspaper Guild

WASHINGTON — It is good
news for the Newspaper Guild aa
well as the rest of the newspaper
industry that the Truman Com-
mittee is investigating the news-
print situation.
For this Committee has always

done such an honest an.1 compe-
tent job that it can be expected
to turn in • thorough-going re-
port presenting a complete pic-
ture of such factors as neweprint
supply, production outlook, gov-
ernment regulations.
The Ccinnsittee has been carry-

ing on an investigation of pulp-
wood—facilities or produsing it,
utilization of those facilities, in-
dustry practices, dietribu.ion, and
stockpiles—to determine what the
supply is and .whether it is as
great as it e uld be.

WPB RULES SOUGHT

Now attention is being shifted
to the War Production Board's
role in the allocation of pulp, and
a hearing will be held at 10 a. m.
Tuesday, May 23, in the Senate
Office Building in Washington for
the main purl sse of hearing from
the WPB.
What the Committee wants is

the WPB's standards for assign-
ing paper pulp among book,
magazine, and newspaper pub-
lishers.

It sought that information at
private hearings last August and
has prodded the WPB since then
but reported it is "not satisfied
that sufficient progress has been
made." At the May hearing
Senator Truman hopes to hear
that "an adequate solution of the
problem has been reached."
On the other hand, the Truman

Committee's activity should quiet
Representative Boren, who, as
chairman of a similar investiga-
tion for the House Interstate and
Foreign Commerce Committee,
pops into print as often an possi-
ble with wild accusations and
threats against government agen-
cies but no proof to hack lip his
eluirges.

Meantime, the WPS announced
that about the same amount of
newsprint is available for the
'second quarter of 1944 as the
aret, and therefore no further
cute are planned now. Total sup-
ply for all U. 13i reqtti reinvests
during this ittett4idd fliireedtbt
8311,000 tons.

A headline ie The New York
Herald Tribune. "House Gets Bill
to Frees. Pay but not Prices,"
accurately described proposals
introduced by Rep. Howard Smith
to take away many of the powers
of the Office of Price Administra-
tion and the War Labor Board.

When he testified for extension
of the present Price Control Act
in the hearings now going on,
Price Administrator Chester
Bowles warned against crippling
amendments which he said would
be sponsored by various groups.
Representative Smith seems to be
the spearhead for all such groups.

While the C10—in common
with the AFL and railroad
brotherhoods—would like to see
some improvements made in the
law, their greatest insistence is
that it shall not be weakened.
More price coutrol, not less, was
the request of CIO President
Philip Murray when he testified.

This would make a good slogan
for Guild locals to follow in ad-
dressing their ideas to Senators
and Representatives — as it is
hoped they are doing in response
to the leaflets the ANG has been
sending out to them.

HOUSING ADVANCED
As a further example of the

CIO's interest in all the needs of
its members and the people gen-
erally, its Committee on Hrusing,
headed by R. J. Thomas, has pre-
pared • comprehensive housing
program which is described in a
new pamphlet, "Good Shelter for
Everyone."

The CIO believes there should
be 1,500,000 bottling units built
every year for a period of 10
to 20 yearn after the war, with
public agencies responsible for
500,000 of them until private
industry shows it can do the job.

Distribution of the booleet to
Guild members and others will
help promote the program. It
may be obtained from the Pub-
licity Department of the CIO,
718 Jackson Place, N: W., Wash-
ington 6, D. C. Cost is 10 cents
per copy, $i.00 for 100.

TEXANS FIGHT DIES

DALLAS, Tex. (FP)—Reelec-
tion of President Roosevelt and
defeat of Representative Martin
Dies were set as 1944 objectives
by 200 delegates representing
more than 150.000 organized
salorinite. let.' Oho eissitth anitual •
state CIO convention here.

Paiists
.24vionation

By MILTON MURRAY

President, American Newspaper Guild

There has lately been a rash of super-patriotic chest-thumping in
behalf of seniority for soldiers.

Henry Ford was the latest to caper aboard this bandwagon with
the invitation, the other day, "just walk into the plant, boys, and
ask for a job."

Yea, man, just ask for it.

•
There was, also, the vile instance of an eastern aircraft plant that

hired—with a considerable fanfare of publicity—some 76 discharged
veterans of World War II. Within a very brief time these 76 veterans
were discharged with an even greater blast of publicity.

It was all the fault of that horrid union. The nice company would
like to keep the veterans on the payroll but, under the seniority pro-
vision of the union contract, they must be fired. 

.

The labor-baiters went to town on that one. Again there was
emphasized a "coming strife" between veterans and labor.

It may be that I have a narrow, suspicious mind, but I wonder
why this aircraft plant hired these veterans in the first place. Is their
scheduling so stupid they did not know there would be a layoff? Or
did a smart anti-union publicist maneuver the job?

• •

Certainly we want veterans to have jobs. And we neat them to
have jobs at regular employment, at decent wages, with security and
a future. Only a moral leper would think of using discharged service-
men as guinea pigs for the testing of anti-anion virus.

In the case of Henry Ford I have some other small suspicions.
I was an eye-witness of some of the blood-letting in Miller Road when
the UAW fought armed company guards to impose upon Henry Ford
some system of job security other than boot-licking or bribery of
foremen.

I wonder what testimony the veterans of World War I could give
of the Ford philanthropy to servicemen in the days of the mass lay-
offs of the depression years.

S •
And, for another thing, there is now being thrust at the American'

public in glossy magazine advertisements the proposal of one great
corporation to give DOUBLE seniority to servicemen.

(That these ads are paid 90 cents in the dollar out of taxWioney
Is almost irrelevant.)

This same generous corporation was at an earlier date shouting
for the militia to disperse the pickets who were demanding an ele-
mental form of seniority and job security.

•

I think, too, of the labor counsel for a noted publisher who iiisieted
on writing watering phrases into the military service clause of a
Guild contract. Such language as "physically and mentally able to
return to the job time limits and wheresses to nullify any real
guarantee of reemployment.

The sudden industrial concern for the welfare of servicemen after'
the war would be much more convincing and of greater value if it
were not for the record.

Long before Pearl Harbor labor unions were battling across nego-
tiating tables to establish protection for men then being drafted.
Congress had written some glossy double talk into the draft act that

guaranteed nothing except the employer's right to make his own
decision.

Almost universally, the demands of labor were opposed by industry.
Many contracts still lack a job guarantee to the servicemen—not be-
cause the unions did not ask for them but because the employers re-
sisted to the point where only a strike could impose it.

Now some of these very same corporations are beating their breasts
for the servicemen—and some of the very publishers who opposed real

X tees in their own contracts are carrying eolumns of copy and
acres of editorials on the subject.

Is this a real concern for the servicemen? Or is it a hope to raise

further strife of veteran versus labor?
• • •

When that airplane plant laid off the 76 veterans it said it had to
because 76 men with seniority could not or would not be fired to make
room for the veterans.

The patrioteers who are using the incident to blacken labor think
it is horrible that 76 senior men refused to give up their jobs as a
sacrifice to the veterans. The 76 seniors could, I suppose, have gmx
on relief, let their rent go unpaid and their children go hungry.

No one has yet eguuested that it might have been possible for the

company, at a slight impairment of its profits, to have kept the
veterans on even if they were not really needed.

All of the complaints have been that the union and its members

refused to make a sacrifice. There have been no complaints that the
company failed to make a sacrifice.

• •
From this springboard of headlines and publicity, some of our

legislators are already diving into a new pool of legislation intended
to wrap up the organized labor movement once and for all.

!Aiwa are being proposed that would nullify seniority provisions
and allow for the dismissal of some workers to make room for others.

I have not yet heard of any law being proposed that would require
a corporation to make sacrifices for the benefit of veterans.

The problem of the veterans will continue and increase. We do
not propose that this nation will again reward its veterans with corner
apple stands. Nor do we propose to thrust all those 110W wolking .0
factories into breadlines and poverty.

• • •
The recriminations that I have cast here are not intended as s

solution for the problem but simply AR a clarification of our thinkme
In evaluating the problem.

The solution can and should be worked out in a-policy of full Post-
war employment. There can be jobs for both the veterans and the
civilian, for men and women, for white and Negro- if we

sla 

want
that way.

Or there can be strife between the returning servicemen and
civilians. There can be the old demand, "get the women out of tie
plants" and there can be the vicious' exploitation of racial iii" ilii

Some posp1e want it that y. I don't. 

s viatidsm s
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Casualties and Hero Citations
Mark philadelphia Guild Roll
PHILADELPHIA — The war

honor roll of the Philadelphia-

C'amden Newspaper Guild last

week listed a member killed in

the air, three others cited for

heroism in action, knd two more
wounded in action.
Lieutenant William F. Garrity,

Jr., was killed when an Army

plane he was ferrying exploded

over North Africa and crashed.

Citations for hetoism were won

by Navy Lieutenant Jay G. Odell,

Marine Master Technical Ser-

geant Frank J. McDevitt and

Marine Technical Sergeant Mur-

rey Marder.
The wounded are Lieutenant

Leonard Reif and Lieutenant John

(Jackie) Wilson.
Lieutenant Garrity, who joined

the staff of. The Philadelphia Rec-

ord as a classified advertising so-

licitor after he graduated from

Villanova College in 1940, entered

the Army in 1941. Following

basic training at Fort George

Meade, Md., he was transferred

to flight training and the Ferry

Command.
His widow, Patricia, and their

four-month-old son, Dennis John,

live in Wilmington, Del. Lieu-

tenant Garrity was the son of

Mr. and Mrs. William F. Garrity.

HE SURVIVES TARAWA

Lieutenant Odell, an Inquirer

city desk assistant before he en-
tered Navy service, won a Silver

Star and Purple Heart for four

days of heroic action under fire

after being wounded at 'Tarawa.

Sergeant McDevitt, former In-
quirer reporter, won a commen-
dation from Lieutenant General
Millard F. Harmon, commander

of 1.1. S. forces in the South

Pacific, for saving the lives of a
major and a corporal in two see-
•rate acts of heroism on Bairoko,
New Georgia, last July.

Sergeant Marder, who was a
city desk assistant on the sus-
pended Evening Ledger, received
a commendation from Major Gen-
eral Roy S. Geiger, commanding
the First Marine Amphibious
Corps, for valor shown as a vol-
unteer in a raiding party behind
the lines at Koriori, Bougainville.

McDevitt and Marder, Marine
combat correspondents who have

SGT. MURREY MARDER

He raided behind the lines

written several double byline stor-

ies, were mentioned in dispatches

from New Georgia last October.

When a detachment of American

troops was ambushed by Japanese

snipers, they abandoned their jobs

as correspondents and became

stretcher bearers, braving enemy

fire to carry their wounded com-

rades to safety.

NIMITZ CITES RECORD

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz, itt

awarding the Silver Star to Odell,

said the 32-year-old liaison officer

was wounded with the first as-

sault waves that stormed the

Tarawa beach the morning of

November 20, 1943, but continued

to shore.

There, finding all the battalion

staff were casualties, or isolated

from the acting battalion com-

mander, he "organized the com-

mand post, set up limited commu-

nications and even joined in the

assault on the enemy positions."

Nimitz reported that Odell "re-

mained the entire first day and

night, refusing evacuation, at his

post, and, by his tireless energy,

improving ability and great per-

sonal valor, he did much to con-

trol and direct the activities of

his embattled battallion."

HANDLEMAN CITED FOR STORIES
Howard Handleman, veteran Newspaper Guildsman 

and author

of "Bridge to Victory," an accoue, of the Aleutians 
campaign, is this

year's winner of the annual George R. Holmes prize for 
war corre-

spondents.
Announcement of the award was made last week by 

Barry Faris.

editor in chief of International News Service, at the 
25th annual

Banshees luncheon given by King Features Syndicate in 
New York

City.
In Handleman's absence, Richard Tregaskis, 1943 

Holmes award

winner, accepted it in his behalf.

Tregaskis, who is recuperating front a severe head 
wound suffered

while he was covering the Italian campaign, asked the 
luncheon guests

not to forget the men at the front who are actually doing 
the fighting.

LIEUT. JAY G. ODELL
. great personal volor . ."

The second day. Odell brought
supplies from the ship under
heavy enemy fire, and for the next
two days "he did much to direct

targets for attacking aircraft."
The Navy lieutenant had al-

ready received the Purple Heart

for his wound at Tarawa. His

wife, Mrs. Adalberta Odell, and

their eight-year-old son, Jay
Scott, are living in St. Paul.

Odell. who joined the Guild

originally in the Twin Cities lo-

cal, was a member of the Phila-

delphia-Camden Guild's represen-

tative assembly and served on the

Ledger grievance committee.

Odell's feats were recounted in

Robert Sherrod's "Tarawa." a

best seller.

EXPLOITS RECOUNTED

The exploits of McDevitt at

Bairoko were told in a dispatch

by fellow combat correspondent,

Technical Sergeant Jim Lucas

(now a lieutenant).

McDevitt first saved Major

Philip Ferguson, a former Con-

gressman from Oklahoma. That

was during the action at Rice

Anchorage which culminated in

the capture of Bairoko.

Ferguson was wounded by Jap

snipers in ambush and McDevitt

was one of four Marines who vol-

unteered to carry the officer back

to the nearest base. Attacked by

snipers en route, McDevitt re-

fused to leave the wounded offi-

cer' side.

The Guildsman was unaware

his charge was a major, and when

Ferguson pleaded for him to seek

cover, he playfully slapped him

on the back and said:

''If you can take it, buddv, so

can I."

After theyeleached the rear

lines Mauler joined McDevitt and

THE 'STRIKE' SITUATION: A G.I. REPORT

—Cdactems Oros fisawsenrstemeen
, •

SGT. FRANK J. McDEVITT
"first to volunteep . . ."

helped feed Ferguson warm tea
captured from the Japs.

"—COMPLETE D1SREG A RD—"

' The second feat for McDevitt

was not described in full, but

!Areas wrote:

"At Bairoko, McDevitt dis-

played Complete disregard for his

own safety in administering first

aid to the wounded, and he is

given particular credit for saving'

the life of Corporal Robert Os-

born, Mexico. Mo."

The citation said in part:

"Whenever we called for help

to evacuate the -wounded under

fire, McDevitt was the first to vol-

unteer, and frequently was in the

thick of it without being called."

McDevitt was featured in a

story in the September 1, 1942,

Guild Reporter by Marine Frank

Acosta, Jr., of the Washington

Guild.

At Parris Island, the :one-

spondents were finishing prelim-

inary day—the day before record

day. McDevitt got down to his

last two shots on the 500-yard

line with a total of 186 points,

nine under qualifying. He had to

fire one bullseye for five points

and one in the four ring to qual-

ify. Everybody else was through

and watching McDevitt.

Amid tense silence, McDevitt

got down and put both shots in

dead center. From that day on,

he was known an "Sergeant York"

McDevitt.

There were no additional an-

nounced details on Marder's feat

at Koriori.

•

Guildsman
Makes Weapon
Out of News
A Newspaper Guildsman was

officially thanked last week for

converting his news itno a offen-

sive weapon which contributed to

success of U. S. Navy operations

off Bougainville. He sacrificed an

exclusive dispatch.

Rear Admiral A. Stanton Mer-

who won the Navy Cross for

commanding a fleet task force

which sent five Japanese warships

to the bottom last November near

Empress Augusta Bay, told how

Francis McCarthy, former chair-

man of the Guild's United Press

unit in New York helped outwit

the Japs. •

• STORY "SEWED UP"

Merrill said in New York April

27 that McCarthy, a UP war cot-
respondent in the Pacific since

Pearl Harbor and only newspaper-

man with the force, came back to

Guadalcanal with the story sewed

up "after 36 of the busiest and

atrial exciting hours I or any-

body in my task force ever went

through."
At the Guadalcanal base the

Navy's censorship officer told Mc-

Carthy:

"You've got a swell yarn there,

Mac, but we want you to share

your facts and your honors with

the other correspondents. As it

stands 'low, the Jape don't know

the aim of our force out there.

"Because of our speed, the Jape

think we have been striking in

several places at once: If you Fiera

an exclusive story of that entire

operation, as seen by one man,

the Japs would know that we have

been fighting with only a single

task force.

"They would hit Bougainville

with everything they have."

HE SHARED IT

So McCarthy passed his story

around to other correspondents,

who sent it out at the same timis,

deceiving the enemy.

"I wish to thank a brilliant
newspaperman who gave up •a

exclusive story in order to 11041

his news as an offensive weapon."

said Admiral Merrill, now directed

of the Navy's public relations.

A former member of the Guild

representative assembly in Phila-

delphia, he is a cousin of Mrs.

Marion Schick, wife of Jules

Schick, former ANG vice presi-

dent. He is a graduate of Phila-

delphia Central High Scheol and

attended Temple University.

WOUNDED IN ITALY

Casualty lists reported that

lientenant Reif, who entered the

Army from the Record cityroom,

was wounded seriously in Italy

January ft while serving with the

Medical Corps.

He has been brought to Stark

General Hospital at Charleston,

S. C., and is believed to be the

first Record Guild unit member

to return wounded to the United

States. Others wounded were

treated at the front and have re-

turned to action.

Lieutenant Reif, a graduate of

Temple University, where he maj-

ored in journalism, is a son of Mr.

and Mrs. Solomon Reif.

Lientenant Wilson, tennis and

golf writer for the suspended

Ledger, had been in action with

the Field Antillery for three or

four months in the Southwest

Pacific when he was wounded

slightly.

A graduate of Philadelphia Ro-

man Catholic High School, he at-

tended Temple University. Lieu-

tenant Wilson Is a son of Mr. an
d

Pp, Gyve Wilson.

HE WINS D. F. C.

SGT. PAUL SAFFRON

Staff Sergeant Saffron, • member

uf the Washington Newspaper

Guild, cuddles the barrel of a

11-26 Marauder waist gun with

which he fought off enemy fight.

ors over Western Europe. Saffron

was awarded the Distinguished

Flying Cross in England for out-

standing work as a raid gunner.

GUILD HELPS OPEN

NEW CIO CANTEEN

MEMPHIS, Tenn.— With the

financial assistance of the Memphis

Newspaper Guild, the CIO has

opened the first union canteen for

servicemen in this part of the

South.

The Guild made an initial con-

tribution to the canteen and has

pledged inpriptly, dettittIoMi t,,q

40
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Ban on Free Press
Is Lifted at School

WESTWOOD, N. J.—Freedom

of the press has been extende
d to

pupils of the high school here

with a few strings attached.

Where it was formerly against

school rules to be caught with a

copy of New York News or

Hearst's New York Mirror and

Journal-American, these publica-

tions may now he carried in the

pupil's possession. However, it's

still forbidden to read them ex-

cept at luncheon periods.

The New York Times and Her-

ald Tribune can still be purchased

on the premises and can be read

in study periods or any other

free time during the school day.

They're standard adjuncts to cur-

rent events classes.

GUILD FILES PROTEST

E. S. Guild (no relation to the

newspaper union of the same

name), parent of one of the pu-
pils, protested the censorship to
the Board of Education.

At one point in the discussion

a board member expressed the
dangers of too much liberty thus:
"Where are we going to draw

the line? What could we do if
someone brought The Police Ga-
zette to school?"

After much discussion the board

yielded sufficiently to the voice of

freedom (to read) to permit The

News, Mirror and Journal-Amer-

ican in the school. l'upils were

warned, however, to be careful.

An unofficial check of what the

parents in Westfield were reading

showed The News first, Mirror

second and Herald Tribune third.

No conclusions about the cultural

significance of. this were imme-

diately drawn.

Labor Council Quizzes Candidates
HAMMOND, Ind.—Labor's Leg-

islative Council in Lake County,

In which the Northwestern Indi-

ana Newspaper Guild is an ac-

tive participant, has been tossing

$64 questions at candidates in the

May 2 primary election.

The council, comprised of CIO,

AFL, Railroad Brotherhoods and
independent unions, is operating
in conjunction with the CIO Po-
litical Action Committee.

A series of council meetings
was held and candidates who
sought the backing of united la-
bor organizations talked — and
freely, too.
The candidates expressed their

views on such issues as support
for President Roosevelt in his
win-the-war program, support of
the OPA in its effort to control

prices, elimination of the poll tax,

support of the seven-point sta-

bilization program, equal educa-

tion and economic opportunities

regardless of race, creed or color.

LIAISON COMMITTEE
FORMED IN LIMA
LIMA, 0.—Institution of a new

organization to act in a liaison

capacity between management

and employes is being tried at

The Lima News with an advisory

committee composed of News-

paper Guildsmen set up to re-

ceive any complaints of manage-

ment.
From the committee of 12, four

are selected to review any com-

plaints. This step is to precede

any firing, serving 8 5 a warning

as well as a corrective measure.
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WASHINGTON (FP)—The
wigs of 94 steel corporations as-

sembled here April 26 to murmur

"amen" while U. S. Steel's Presi-
dent Benjamin F. Fairless out-
lined the pitiful financial condi-
tion of the nation's No. I industry

to a National War Labor Board
panel.

Fairless' story was presented
without blinking an eye ais he told
of the privation and misery cor-
poration stockholders would en-
dure if the WLB should recom-
mend a l7e an hour increase to
their employes, members of the
CIO's United Steelworkers.

PROFIT IS PITIFUL

To illustrate the tragic condi-
tion of the steel industry, Fair-
less claimed that 31 of the prin-
cipal companies raked in only a
little over 6% billion dollars last
year and of that sum only 171
million dollars was left us net
Income after taxes.

The steel corporations started
giving their story to the tripartite
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panel after they had been granted

a week's rostponement to give

their spokesmen added time to

ponder a 166-page brief presented

by the Steelworkers, showing that

the Little Steel pay formula Was

nearly all that was left of Presi-

dent Roosevelt's "stabilization"

program.
Ignoring a ,point that if the

steel corporations contracted for

a guaranteed annual wage for

their employes, they would have

an incentive to see that they
were kept employed full time,
Fairless said:
"Guaranteeing a minimum an-

nual wage to steel workers, re-
gardless of the extent of actual
production or the demand for the
products produced, will not in-
sure employment. Such a guar-
antee would inevitably destroy
the financial ability of the steel
industry to employ." -
The man painted a dark pic-

ture._ He went on to call the
annual wage business "both im-
practicable and illusory," adding
that "this is a demand beyond

OPA, WLB Periled
By Amendments
WASHINGTON (FP)—Sweep-

Inc amendments designed to wreck
the Office of Price Administra-
tion nnd War Labor Board under
sledgehammer blows were recom-
mended to Congress in the fifth
intermediate report of the Smith
Committee to Investigate Execu-
tive Agencies delivered to the
House.
The committee is headed by

Representative Howard W. Smith
(D., Va.) and its majority report
asked for widespread amendments
to the Emergency Price Control

, act tinder which the OPA oper-
ates.

ASK RENT RISES

Among the most dangerous of
the amendments proposed April
24 was • call for authority to
permit general increases of rents
in defense rental areas where
levels are now frozen to protect
warworkere.
Another change would wipe out

all rent controls in these defense
rental areas if landlords can show
they are not needed to prevent
,speculation.

Smith's group then went after
the War Labor Board, asking
Congress to amend the law so
that. WLB cannot require, any
employer to sign a contract or
agreement to which he is not
agreed.

Other provisions would prevent
the WLB from requiring:

1) Awards or payments of
any kind retroactive for more
than 90 days.
2) Submission of any dispute

to arbitration.
3) Reemployment of veterans

or performance of any act after
the war.
4) Making any salary or wage

Increases except under rules
issued by the President.
Being a lawyer back in Vir-

ginia. Smith couldn't resist throw-
trig W LB decisions into the courts.
Committee amendments would
allow employers (or individuals)
to go into the district circuit
court of appeals to protest any
order of the WLB and obtain a
review. •
LOOPHOLES LISTED

• The amendment .would allow
the court to throw out the WI.B
ruling if it found it had acted
beyond statutory authority, con-

• stitutional right, withotit full ob-
servance of all legal procedures,
or been found unsupported by
trubstantial. credible and material
evidence upon the swhole record.
A last reason to throw out a

• WI,11 order would be if the court

finds it to be "arbitrary or ca-
pricious."

Since there are 11 courts of
appeals in the U. S. (including
the District of Columbia). there
could be 11 seta of rulings.

The minority report, signed by
Representative John .1. Delaney
(D., N. Y.) and Representative
Jerry Voorhis (D., Cal.), objected
to the failure to accompany lift-
ing prices and rents without per-
mission to raise wages and also
attacked the majority for elimina-
tion provision to "correct sub-
standard. of living."

Another major criticism of the
minority report was directed at
Smith's plan to stop the WLB
from directing unions and em-
ployers to sign an agreement or
contract.

FOR IS INDORSED
YORK, Pa. (FP) — President

Roosevelt was indorsed for a
fourth term by 600 delegates at
the seventh annual convention of
the Pennsylvania CIO, represent-
ing nearly 400,000 workers.

the jurisdiction of the WLB to

determine."

When Fairless found himself

caught in a tight one about a

point that the steel corporations

stand to have a tidy sum of many

millions refunded them by the

U. S. Treasury through the op-

eration of the carryback provi-

sions of the federal tax law, he

fell back on the same legalistic

argument:

"The policies adopted by Con-

gress with respect to taxation

can hardly be open to inquiry by

this panel. That is a Subject

beyond the jurisdiction of the
WLB."

At another point Fairless told

the panel:
"The union seems to question

the propriety of amounts charged

by the steel companies for de-
pletion, depreciation, amortization

and reserves to meet war costs.
"Whether or not this panel

believes management is better
qualified than the union to de-
termine the proper amount of
these charges, it must be obvious
to you that no substantial sum
can,be found by treating any of
these provisions as exeessive.

"These costs are deter mined by
experts in the light of past .ex-
perience."

HE CONCURS ONCE

Fairless agreed with CIO Presi-
dent Philip Murray on only one
point. He indorsed Murray's r tate-
ment that "this is a national case
affecting a lot of people."

But Fairless went on to say
that "the real issues here are be-
tween the union, on the one side,
and the government and the pub-
lic on the other." He left no place
in the picture for the 94 corpo-
rations.

Fundamentally, the steel trust
is presenting its argument against
the union demands on grounds
that it is very poor, that the in-
crease is unnecessary because the
steel workers are better paid
than any other basic industry,
and that if it were granted the
companies would go broke.

Big Steei is fighting in favor
of Bureau of Labor Statistics'
figures on the cost-of-living, which
show • 23.4 percent rise since
January, 1941. A joint labor sur-
vey shovrs a 43.5 percent rise.

If the fight between the United
Steelworkers and the corporations
does nothing else, it will bring
about a thorough airing of the
way to figure the cost of living.

MOW.°
n• Wow.
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These are samples of some of many bills which are piling up in the Congressional hamper to stifle theOPA price control program, which expires June 30. Tamping them (hien is Representative Howard Smithof Virginia, chairman of a special House committee whose objectite is "relief" for profiteers and rentgouger*. "Price Control—Not SNAFU!" is a CI0 slogan in lahor's fight to strengthen --not destroy—wartime st•billsation. Letters to Congress; from Newspaper Otsild torah: will help in this crucial Ifght.

—Carmen by  4 Seaman. New Tort Caild, from 11.GWIT Justi,e

7 Departments Established
To Conduct L. A. Business
LOS ANGELES--The Los An-

geles Newspaper Guild now oper-
ates through seven organizational
departments in addition to its
executive committee, representa-
tive assembly, membership meet-
ings and unit groups.
The seven departments with

their directors are:

Political action and legislation,
Don Kirby; war activities, W. E.
Oliver, with servicemen's sub-
department under George Jack-
son, World War II veteran; press
and education, Dick Reynolds;
negotiations, Verne Partlow; gov-
ernment industry-public-labor re-
lations, James Felton; organiza-
tion. George Hutchinson; finance,
G. K. Williams.

Hutchinson, ANG vice presi-
dent, also conducts the local's

LABOR UNITES
OKLAHOMA CITY(FP)—In the

filet move of its kind in this state,
the AFL, CIO, railroad brother-
hoods, National Farmers Union
and other groups have formed an
Oklahoma Unity Council for joint
political arid legislative action.
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shop steward system as contract
enforcement officer.
Each department, manned by a

staff of volunteer workers, con-
ducts its business on a day-to-day
basis, holds stated monthly meet-
ings, and reports to R.A. and
local meetings.

Red Cross Fund
Stretches Far
At Indian Post
By BEATRI('E I. OFFINEER
A U. S. ARMY STATION,

India--American Red Cross dol-
lars, translated into rupees, have
tremendous purchasing power for
the benefit of the G.I.s stationed
in this theater of war.

Placed into service of the armed
forces, the dollar collected during

• 
(This report to The Grind Re-

porter was written by a member

of the Akron Newspaper Guild
and former women's page editor
of The Akron Beacon Journal,

now serving with *the American

Red Cross in India.)
 •

a war fund drive furnishes a

homelike club in the midst of the

jungle wilderness.
It means that at the end of a

long day sweating the junglen

or after a difficult mission, there

is a spot where the American

fighting map can sit in a com-

fortable chair, read an American

magazine, or attend a dance.

MORALE IS HELPED

He has a chance to talk te a

real American girl among those

on the Red Cross club staff. It

helps maintain his sense of values,

his ideals, and principles.
Soldiers going into the mala-

rial ward of a hospital in the

fever-ridden Burmese jiregles will
find a trained Red Cross worker,

a personable young American

woman, ready to write letters for

him, do shopping, send a money
order, provide a recreation pro-
gram, or teach him crafts to while
away the long dull hours.
The Red Cross dollars Fend a

clubmobile unit out in the early'

hours of cold gray dawn with hot
coffee and doughnuts to bring

warmth to the alert shack or gun

emplacement.
The contributions in the aggre-

gate meals a staff of well-trained

workers at theater headquarters
to direct the administration of all

these activities.
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CLERGYMEN DENOUNCE
LABOR DRAFT BILL

In a statement to Congress re-
leased in New York City, 1,184
clergymen arid religious leaders,
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish,
from every state in the nation
went on record in opposition to
the Austin-Wadsworth labor con-
scription bill.
The statement nes released by

the Free Labor Committee of the
Workers Defense League, whose
co-chairmen are Sam B. Eubanks,
executive vice president of the
American Newspaper Guild, and
Sal B. Hoffman, president of the
Upholsterers' International Union.

James G. Patton, president of the

National Farmers Union, is hon-

orary chairman. •

NEW PAC AIDE

MRS. V$RDA BARNES •

Director of the *omen's division

of the national ('10 Political Ac-

tion Committee is Mrs. Barnes,

former assistant to the director

of information of the War Man-

power Commission. In 1939 and

1940 Mrs. Barnes was vice presi-

dent of the Young Democrats.

COFFEE URGES

LABOR BUREAU

WASHINGTON (FP) — Dis-

cussing how to achieve the "cen-

tury of the common man," Repre-

sentative John M. Coffee (D.,

Wash.) suggested that unions ap-

propriate enough money to:

". . . Maintain a research bu-

reau here in Washington to equip

labor and liberal spokesmen in

Congress with facts with which

to answer arguments of reac
tion-

ary interests .

J. •

erl•on by .1•11.n , P. M•loney, Loa Angeles

•
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Flashbacks
(The American Newspaper Guild has passed Ifs tenth birt

h-

day. These are historical notes picked from early files of

The Guild Reporter and from other ANG sources. marking

the planting of the Guild idea a decode ago and tracing

its growth since. Contributions from Guild locals are

solicited.—Ed.1

In May, 1934, The Guild Reporter announced with triumph: "Grill

Negotiates Initial Contract," Conti tive bargaining by the Philudel
-

phia-Camilen Newspaper Guild had resulted in a union shop ini dues

cheek-off at J. David Stern's Philadelphia Record. Stern said tha
t

the contract was not perfect, hut that: "The more we raise the wages

the higher we raise the dignity of newspaper men."

"Victory At Philadelphia," reported a boxed story, "Began In

Wasirt•oorn." Just before the Philadelphia Record contract was signed

a new towel appeared in the editorial washroom. Over the rack was
this sign: "Wipe your hands on a towel instead of your shirt tail

and thank the Guild And let jour regret that we are starting

in the washroom be softened by the proud reflection that this is our

start, not our end."

The Toledo Newspaper Guild, 10 years ago. could find 110 precedent

for membership requirements, so it set up•its own. Members were

divided into two groups, "craftstnen" and "apprentices" who were to

gain full membership after three years of newspaper experience or its

equivalent. Excluded from the local Were all newspapermen above

the rankof city editor.

Wage inc.eases were the big topic of the day. Cleveland 
called

for a 19 to 33 percent inter-ease arid Washington challenged a 1934

statement by William Randolph Hearst that his papers hail "in
creased

wages and a rrtened hour,." In a telegram to the publisher at 
See

Simeon, the Guild pointed out that three 10 Percent pay cuts sinc
e

1931 had received no general restoration on Wanhington papers.

Good news, hoe/ever, emanated from Rockford, Ili, where, due to

independent but parallel efforts of the Rockford Newspaper Guild

and the International Typographers' Union, a 10. percent general

increase was won.

Arrangements were being made for the Guild's second nati
onal

convention in St. Paul the following month on 
invitation of Oty got,

of Minnesota, the tnayor of St. Paul and the Twi
n Cities Guild.

Railroads wanted passengers in those days. 
There„was talk of plan-

ning a round-trip to Chicago to see the 
World's Fair and delegates

front Boston, New York City and upstate 
New York were being prom-

ised their oum special Pullman car to take
 them to the convention city.

The Guild was causing upheavals through the 
country. An edi-

torial writer, seven years with a San Francisco 
Hearst paper, was fired

a week after discussing Guild matters 
with his publisher, and two

organizers were tired in Maine. In New Jersey publisher disapproval

at one paper effectively stymied organizi
ng. (Inc publisher was out-

spoken enough to tell two members of the 
Newark Newspaper Guild

that "Any attempt on the part of his editorial 
workers to organize

would be regarded as an 'unfriendly gesture.'

In an effort to obtain wage and hour statistics to sub
mit te the

Newspaper Code Authority of the N RA, questionnaires
 had been sent

to all local Guilds, but returns were slow in coming 
because many

newspapermen feared repercussions. Meanwhile, the 
American News-

paper Publishers Association was accused by 
the Guild of "obscuring

statistics On wages in an effort to conceal 
'shocking wage levels."

Trade unionism was still a question and both 
sides were presented

to members at a New York Guild 
meeting. Marten Pew, editor of

Editor and Publisher, begged the 
Guild to "Stay Out of Union."

Charles P. Howard, president of the 
ITU, sketched the benefits the

union had brought to its member
s and advised the Guild to join

the AFL.
• • •

Pew asked: "What is the sentimental 
side of newspeper work that

attaches men to it with chains of 
steel and ellUneft reporters without

a pang, to pass up more lu
crative vocations?" His answer: "It 

is

professional pride, objectivity, the 
distinction of high public achieve-

ment." He feared that "newspaper 
loyalty" would lie lent if news-

papermen joined a union because the 
union would then come first.

• • •

But Howard disagreed: "Materialistic! Trade unions are very

materialistic.... I can name to you • city in the United 
States today

where standards are lower than in cities of' 
comparative size, and the

reason for that W an the appeal to ideals as agai
nst materialism." He

went on to say: "If you would rather he 
considered • professional

and get $15 a week instead of 850 a week, 
don't take a chance of

affiliating with the AFL."

Carrying the professionalism versus collective bargaining fight

further, an editorial "Do Doctors Bargain?" by an 
anonymous "M.D."

revealed that "such groups as the American Medical Association an
d

the American Bar Association participate in coll
ective bargaining and

price fixing." Concluded "M.D.": "It seems to me ,many editorial

workers have a false conception of what constitutes professional

standing,"

GUILD AIDS CIO RADIO SHOWS
PORTLAND, Ore.—Assistance in conducting weekly radio 

pro-

grams scheduled by the CIO's Portland Industrial Unio
n Council over

KXL, Portland's moist powerful station, is being given b
y the Portland

Newspaper Guild.
Recently, John B. McKenna, president of the Guild and 

unanimously

' elected president of the council, arranged a pr
ogram on victory gar-

dening during which he asked questiona of Loren Mill
iman, editor of

The Oregonian Farm, Home and Garden.

An attack of laryngitis prevented McKenna fro
m talking on the

program, so his place was taken by Kelly Robert
s, ex-radio announcer

who is a member of the Oregon Journal emit of the 
Guild.

The next program scheduled by the Guild will dr
amatize donatienx

to the Red Cross blood bank. Freda G. Mowrey
, first vice president,

Is preparing the script.
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CHICAGO—The wartime in-
surrection of Moritgomely Ward
and Company against government
authority and the Commander in
Chief unified the Chicago labor

movement as it hasn't been sink
tied in years.
That was a dominant develop-

ment in a 12-day strike by 5,000
CIO men and women against the

big mail order company, whose

continuing defiance of labor law

and order forced President Roose-

velt and Secretary of War Stiro-

son to take time out from the war

to send in an occupation force

of troops in the home front re-

bellion.

°NEARLY UNANIMOUS"

The 5,000 members of Local 20
ef the United Retail, Wholesale
and Department Store Employes,
who halted their walkout in im-
mediate response to an order
from the President, had nearly
unanimous support for their
strike.
CIO, AFL and independent

widens. the public and just about
everyone bat The Chicago Tribune
and Harry Bridge.' longshoremen
hacked the walkout, which was
provoked by blind refusal of
Sewell Avery, Ward's board
chairman, to comply with re-
pealed War Labor Board direc-
tives.
Except for The Tribune, the

Chicago newspapers, particularly
The Sun and Times, did' a good
job of reporting the real story of
the strike.
When the walkout started, both

the AFL teamsters' union and an
independent teamsters' outfit, the
Independent Brotherhood of Rail-
road Trainmen, and the indepen-
dent telephone workers' union re-
fused to cross the CIO picket
lines.
The AFL's Building Service

Employes Union, which organizes
stare employes in direct competi-
tion with the striking union, con-
tributed a check for 8500.

GUILD BACKS STRIKE

The ('hicago Newspaper Guild
made a token payment of $25 to
the strikers' fund. A like amount
was contributed to the strikers by
the American Newspaper Guild's
Midwest District Council. The
checks were accompanied by best
wishes to the strikers for success.
A member of the Chicago

Guild's United Press unit waited
until the Guild dues collector had
made his rounds, then went out
seeking contributions for the
strikers.
The first 18 men approached

gave St each, Commercial Tele-
graph Union members asked to
be included, and at the end of the
second day the Guildsman turned
over $35 to the Montgomery Ward
pickets.
On the other hand, the Inter-

national Longshoremen's and

Warehousemen's Union of the

CIO, representing Ward workers

In St. Paul and Baltimore, refused

support of the URWDSE strikers

on ground that no strike should

be allowed in wartime, regardless

of any provocation.
And the Communists' Daily

Worker sounded an obligato to

loud Tribune trumpetings against

the strike.

('P DENOUNCES IT

The Daily Worker said in a
Chicago dateline dispatch that
Avery owed "his success in pro-

ITIE GUILD REPORTER, 
MAY 1, 1944

Montgomery Ward Strike
Unites All Chicago Labor

BATTLE FLAG IS RAISED

--Cartoon by Mtn Maloney, 1.4. Angel. G.fld

yoking the strike here in large
measure to the Trotskyite'leader-
ship of Local 20" and "irresponsi-
ble elements" in the union, and
that:

"Trotskyite., Coughfinites and
other Hitkrite sympathizers are
converging in a rush on the Mont-
gomery Ward situation."

After the strike had been in
progress nearly • week, The
Tribune printed a front page
story atating that 70 percent of
the employes were .back on the
job, quoting an unidentified com-
pany spokesman.

The Tribune also said that the
railroad brotherhoods were mov-
ing freight cars out of company
yards.

Dolores Brust, Chicago Guild
secretary, toured the mail order
house on assignment from The
Sun the same day and found
desks, typewriters, storage rooms
and counters leas than 25 percent
manned, with some departments
totally empty.

REPORT IS DENIED
An official of the Brotherhood

of Railroad Trainmen denied his
union was moving freight past
the picket lines and said that as
long as the strike lasted 'they
would refuse to do so.
The strikers returned to work

on the twelfth day when ordered
to do so by President Roosevelt,
The President at the same time
ordered the company to obey the
War Labor Board directive to
recognize the union. And Avery
again refused.
A long black record of deliber-

ate defiance of the federal gov-
ernment and of the National
Labor Relation,' Act has been
piled up by Montgomery Ward.
The curient dispute runs back

to June 15, 1942, when the Na-

Treasury Advances Union Deadline
The Treasury Department in ports wive originally May 15, The

Bureau of internal Revenue,
deadline for filing of reports on working on necessary forms and

regulations, had made no definitefinancial activities of labor unions date for the new deadline,
and other tax-mm*114 ollralliza- "No official decision has been
tions under new revenue measures, reached apparently on the ques-
Secretary-Treasurer William Yk—tion of whether local branches of
1054414901 the American News- . national and international unions
paper Guild was advised hut will be required to file separate
week. ,financial statements," Rodgers
The date set for the union rilh. said.

Washington has extended the

florist War Labor Board assumed
jurisdiction on the recommenda-
tion of a triparte panel. -

The WLB on November 5, 1942,
unaninvously directed the com-
pany to include in its contract
with the union • maintenance of
membership clause, with a 15-day
"escape'provision, a revocable
check-off, arbitration of disputes
and a no-strike, no-lockout clause.

FDR INTERVENES

The company finally, signed a
contract with these provisions
December 18, 1942. after it was
directed twice by President
Roosevelt to comply with the
WI.B directive.
Following the expiration of

this contract, the WLB after a
puplic hearing ordered the com-
pany to extend its terms pending
a determination by the NI.RB of
the union's representation rights.
On April 5, 1944, after a sec-

ond public hearing, the WLB
was unanimous in ordering the
company to comply with this
order. The two industry members
joined with the public and labor
members in approving it.
On April 12, 1944, the WLB,

again unanimously, voted to refer
the question to °resident Roose-
elts•fov appropriate action. At the
same time the employes walked
out on strike.

President Roosevelt acted on
April 23, ordering the strikers to
return to work and the company
to comply with the WI.B order.
The strikers ended their ualkout
the following day.
Throughout the long dispute

President Sewell Avery ot Mont-
gomery Ward hes contended that
the federal action is illegal.

In 'accepting the President's
original order in November, 1942,
the company stated in an ad-
vertisement that it was inserting
the provisions ordered by the
WLB into the contract "under
duress and only because the
President of the U. S. as com-
mander-in-chief in time of war
has expressly ordered that they
be included." .

UAW BACKS CO-OPS
DETROIT (FP)—Full support

of the CIO United Auto Workers
in expansion of existing coopera-
tives and building of new ones
was pledged by President R. J.
Thomas.

.0

Murray Blasts
NLRB Ruling
On Strikers
wAsHiNuroN---cm President

Philip Murray sharply protested

a 2-1 ruling by the National La-

bor Relations Board which said,

in effect, that workers are not

permitted under the Wagner Act

to strike while waiting for, the

War Labor Board to approve a

wage agreement.

Murray said the ruling, made in

a long-drawn case involving the

independent Magazine Mailers and

Deliverers Union and American

New's Company in Paterson, N. J.,

had launched' the NLRB "into the

field which is filled with danger

to sound labor relations and to

the basic policy of the Act which

the Board is supposed to admin-

ister."

FIRINGS UPHELD .

The NLRB, with Chairman Harry
A. Millis dissenting, decided that
nine members of the union were
not entitled to reinstatement to
their jobs because they went on
stake in protest against failure
of the WLB to approve wages
agreed upon by the union and
company, which dismissed theni.

The union-management agree-
ment on a pay raise was reached
in October. 1942, but • regional
WLB director ruled it couldn't be-
come effective until approved by
the W1.11, which had taken no ac-
tion by June 10, 1943, when the
nine employes struck and were
fired.

l'he union then charged the
company with unfair labor prac-
tices.

."FUNCTIONS" CITED .

The CIO president said that the
strike was an "unfortunate ac-
tion," but that Gerard Reilly and
John M. Houston, NLRB mem-
bers who made the ruling, "ar-
rogated to themselves functions
which are not properly theirs."

"Board Members Reilly and
Houston make no contribution to
the war effort when they convey
to American workers the threat
that the necessities of the war
eitimtion may be used as a means
of undermining the statute which
protects American labor against
employer interference with its
basic rights," Murray said.

—ON PAY DAY, BUY BONDS—

THE

4
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MISS SUBWAYS

HELEN McGOWAN

Copygirl McGowan of The Nee
York"Daily News, a Newspapei
Guild canteen hostess, ass names
the newest "Miss Subways" ir,
the city by the John Powers mode
agency. Her picture brighten's
train posters ehirh are intended in
lighten days of subeas standee,.

RADIO LOG RULING
APPEALED IN DENVER
DENVER—Radio Station KFEI

of Denver has appealed to thi
Colorado supreme court a deci
Mon of the Denver district cour
in its suit against The Denver
Post alleging unfair discrimina
thin under the state fair bushiest
practices law.
The district court held tin

statute does not prevent The Pass
from closing its daily radio log
to KEEL programs, if it a
chooses. Any other interpretation
the court ruled, would be an in

frintrement of editorial rights and

freedom of the press.

WALSH, GOLDEN JOIN
EDUCATIONAL GROUP
WASHINGTON— 110 leaden

have joined AFL spokesmen am

leading educators in the America!

Association for an Ititernationi

Office for Education to help foists

postwar peace and goodwill.

Participating in the new group

headed by Dr. Harlow Shapley al

Harvard University, are J. Ray

mond Walsh, 00 education am

research director, and Clinton lit

Golden, assistant to the president

of the CIO's United Steelworkers

RAMPARTS HE WATCHES

0,cTION

OLDE
ORDER

—Cartoon be his P. sisimor. bss Aoe'l.' Cs"
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Astoria Hotel the men

who yitafie business of the press

ted themselves on their

Mentions, looked askance at the

ainiinistration in Washington,

'ad viewed the A
merican News-

aper„Guiki with alarm.

!..IW FeaNnEeWw. aAcCitiSwere put on, 
at

east in the open, as the 
pub-

liners went about their 
familiar

nainess in the Waldorf sessions,

where doors were barred to al
l

yet card-carriers in the ma
nage-

pent union.
There was a dress rehearsal for

he ANPA convention a weeken
d

srlier in Washington, where the

;uild was featured as aft off-

itage villain by the American

kciety of Newspaper Editors.

And everything went off'

onoothly, according to schedule.

Is Washington, by a vote that

was roughly 60-40. the ASNE de-

ided.that a partial form of union

security for the Guild, as repre-

,ented in maintenance of mem-

sership provisions approved by

he War Labor Beard, was in-

ked • menace to "freedom of the

press."

This position Was reiterated in

ANPA proceedings, in which the

ilee of any union for working

lewspapernien was deplored again

end again. strictly on a "freedom

if the press" and "professional"

oasis.

MADE 
•

A chief ASNE alarm-viewer

was Nathaniel R. Howard of The

Cleveland News, who said that

mbody yet had been able to

produce any evidence that Guild

membership caused a reporter to

insert distortions and colorations

into his news stories, but that a

possible eventuality was to be

faced, anyway.

"I am very much afraid," How-
ard said, "that when an instance
of discoloration does appear to
the extent the it can be recog-
nised as legal evidence, it will he
a sign not that freedom of the
pariesshssbedeti.ii n. riddagddanger, that r, but at it
has been

danger then will be passed.
The fact will have been accrue-!

pl

"There Is some reason to hope
that . . . frank canvass by the
War Labor Board Newspaper
Panel in Chicago of thit gossamer
issue will throw twine element of
protection around the news writ-
ing mid editing such as we all
here sincerely seek, At the risk

0:4
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GUILDSMEN WIN PRIZES

of being accused of seeing things

In the dark.
"It is likely that the Guild in

denying that the issue actually

exists will seek to genvince ob-

servers as a matter of honor and

shrev.nhiens that the publishers

have overstated their fears.

"FACTS" VS. "FEARS"

"And it must be acknowledged

that the record to date does not

contain factual support for the

broadest statement of these fears.

"Also, in fairness, this Is the

hardest matter conceivable to

demonstrate factually to disinter-

ested outsiders whose preconcep-

tion avid ignorance, as to good and

honest- newspaper practice must

necessarily be vast."

In New York, speaking for the

tifiron, ANG -§ecretary-Treasurer

William W. Rodgers responded:

"The Guild wishes to thank Mr.

Howard of The Cleveland News

for stating so clearly that the

question raised by publishers

about the relationship between

Guild membership and 'imparti-

ality of the press' is a 'gossamer

and that publishers who

raise such an issue do so at 'the

risk of being accused of seeing

things in the dark.'

"Little noire need he said by

the Guild in comment on this

point, except that, as Mr. Howard

pointed out, there is no 'factual

support' for purported 'fears' 
by

publishers that the Guild, in any

way, influences what any of its

members may write for publica-

tion.
"The Guild's constitution is

60 —Carl"vii hy Mir
(RI smell something, 

• mfartasis.qsf,wiwu Jytks,
Joe?

IN PAPER CONTEST

A mg Newspaper Guildsmen 
who carried away awards in the 

U. S.

Victory Waste Paper Campaign 
National Ness Picture Coldest were

Eddie Murphy of The San 
Francisco News, whose entry is at the 

top,

and Mattheo Black of The 
New York Journal- American, who 

took

the photograph at the bottom.
 Their awards ($50 war bond

s) were

announced hy the American, Newspaper Publishers Aissociation.

based on complete freedom of the

press and speech."

SHY THE OFFERS AID

It WWI about the same time that

Edwaill .1. Smythe, loudest de-

fendant in the country's biggest

mass sedition trial in Washington,

attempted to give the publishers

a helping hand in their hunt 
for

evideance . of Guild-plotted news

manipulation.
Offering an explanation of why

be was on ah excursion to the

Canadian border instead at the

opening of his trial, Smythe said

that he got his dates mixed, th
at:

"The American Newspaper Guil
d,

a Communist-controlled or
gamiza-

tion. has given orders to all 
Its

members throughout the country

to give no publicity to this 
trial.

That's why' we have to t•ely on the

gossip colionniets."

The publishers, however, did

not seize on this piece of 
Smythe

evidence, although many papers

printed the :Smythe 'smite with 
a

straight news face.

Linwood I. Noyes. president of

the ANPA, wet the etyle for

speakers on employer-employe re-

lations at the new York gath
er-

ing of publishers.
Noyes deplored, for instance

,

practices of the Wage and Ho
ur

Division of , the Department of

Labor, whose administrator. 
he

said. "during the last year 
has

persistently sought to inspect

lierippaper officers" deepite 
outs

rlidd Vroieets by 
publishers.

greater experience the Newspamet

Conimiasion, with ,greater co-

operation of employers and labor

groups. may expect to improve

its administration.

"But it cannot under any -dr-

cunietances, with existing eon-.

trots, expect to perform as com-

petent a Job of treating with the

individual' problems of employers

as could the employer's them-

selves, unhampered.

"It is ... obvious that a eitigle

employer, as long as the present

condition continues, cannot expect

as .satisfactory results as were

accomplished in the past, or as

may be expected for the .futnre

after the controls have been

lifted.

"lhese emergency preemies.;

have amineationably provided

strong inff  in organising

persona whose unionization is un-

necessary and not particularly

desirable....

"The individual who would pre-

fer, for valid reasons, to remains

unorganized is faced with the

problem of obtaining equal treat-

ment when it is impossible fox

him to invoke the disputes ma-

chinery that .operates for litchi-

sands of pressure groups.

"INJUSTICE" CITED

"This is but one example of the

Injustice of emergency efforta by

the government to nationalise

the determination of wage dis-

putes."

A somewhat different note was

sounded at the ANPA conven-

tion by Arthur S. Hodges, editor

of The Nassau Daily Review-Star

of Rockville Centre, Is I.

Reporting on results of a ques-

tionnaire among editors, pub-

lishers, newspaper association

managers, and school of Jour.

nalism deans, he said:

"We found a widespread dis-

position to make the press more

Independent and do • better Job

for the peeps..

"We found that there is no

serious fear of interference with

freedom of the press by the gov-

ernment, and a sober conviction

that the newspaper can meet any

kind of competition from other

media that may develop."

This comment on "freedom of

the press" Was Hat to be con-

strued, however, as the dominant

theme of the convention.

The ANPA leader said it was a

terrible day for the publishers"

when they learned that the Guild

did not regard employes as "pro-

fessionals" not subject to exclu-

sions under wage-and-hour laws.

Everything s as going along

4Ine, Noyes reported. "until (the

(;uild's) kaders suddenly dis-

covered profitable benefits through

denying professional status to

their editorial members for the

purpose of overtime compensation

under the Wage and Hour Act."

George N. Dale, inaneger of the

ANPA's Chicago office and in.

dustry member of the War Labor

Board's Newspaper Commission,

took up a similar theme at a clos-

ing session of the ANPA conven-

tion April 27 as chairman of the

publishers' 'special standing com-

mittee. which hes been known as

a strike-breaking committee.

"OUTSIDERS" SCORED

He said the WLB's Newspaper

Commission was doing an "equit-

able" and "consistent" job, com-

paratively, but that WI.B "pro-

cedures are dontitiated by out-

siders who are necessarily un-

acquainted with important cons

siderations."
Dale Paid. that one of many, un-

fortumite development,' in war-

time labor t•elations Nos that

people were becoming union mem-

i -hers.
These were some of his ob-

servations:
"With the develtspinent of

Underground
Shown in Exhibit
A dramatic presentation of un-

derground newspapers, pinsters

and photographs will be included

in an exhibit, "Underground IF.ti-

rope," at Freedom House in New

York City from May 10 through

June 8.

The American Labor Archive

and Research Institute is surmis-

ing the exhibition.

"SCAB" SHEET SCORED

F 1.1 NT, Mich. (FP) — "GM

Folks," a handsomely illustrated

magazine published by Cie Gen-

eral Motors Corporation as a

handout to its employee, was

denounced by Buick Local 599,

United Auto Workers, as "printed

by the largest scab publisher in

the country, R. R. Donnelley &

Sons Company of Chicago."

ROTO HISTORY ISSUED

TOLEDO (FP)—A 16 page

tot° supplement 'telling the his-

tory of Local 12 of the CIO

United Auto Workers Was fea-

tured by The Toledo Union Jour-

nal.. • ,

TEACHERS JOIN UNION

ROCK FORD, Ill. (FP)--Be-

cause professional organi4atione

butter no bread, 50 members ,of

the...Rockford FAticational Asso-

ciation switched their member-

ship to the AFL American Fed-

ovation of Tesehers.

1

•

Sew
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Copeland Named President
Of Tennessee State CIO
MEMPHIS, 'Tenn.—Vice Presi-

dent W. A. (Red) Copeland of

the American Newspaper Guild

has been elected president of the

Tennessee State Industrial Coun-

cil. making the Guild a domi-
nating influence in the C10 of the

Volunteer State.

A. L. (Pete) Swim, another
Memphis Newspaper Guildsman,

Is a vice president of his local

and president of the Memphis
Industrial Union Council, which
represents moile than 40 percent
of the CIO membership in the
state.

Copeland was elected to suc-
ceed Paul R. Christopher, who
resigned the Tennessee CIO office
to enter the Navy. The new state
president is secretary-tree:trier
of the Memphis Guild and CIO
director for the Memphis area.
His headquarters will remain in
Memphis.

CIO EXPANDS RAPIDLY

Swim and Copeland have been
active in leadership of the CIO
movement here for about three
years.
Through their efforts princi-

pally. the CIO hal expanded
rapidly in Memphis, growing to
such an extent that the city
council took over the entire top
floor of a downtown building for
headquarters eight months ago.
Mach to large for headquarters
at that time, the building now
Is too small for the expanding
movement, and council officials
are on the hunt for larger quar-
ters.

Delegate to every ANG con-
vention since St. Louis in 1937,
Copeland began his union activi-
ties in 1919, when he signed up
with the Commercial Telegra-
phers' Union while working for
Western Union.

He was fired the next day be-
cause of it and later, while with
Postal, went out on strike in a
nationwide commercial telegra-
phers' walkout of 1919. After
that strike Vas lost, he joined
the Associated Press in Chicago
as a telegrapher.
He was Southern committee-

man for the telegraphers' union
while with the United Press in

Two top Newspaper Guildsmen in Memphis get together here on a
top project of the National CIO War Relief Committee--support of
the Red Cross fend campaign. Mapping CIO plans for the drive are
A. L. (Pete) Swim, left, president of the Memphis Industrial Union
Council and Memphis Guild vice president, and W. A. (Red) Cope-
land, vice president of the American Newspaper Guild arid Memphis
CIO director, who was elected Tennessee ('JO Council president.

1920 and served on RI national
negotiating committee that year.

During the days of the Blue
Eagle, Copeland was NRA ad-
ministrator for the Railroad
Crosstie Industry, later returning
to newspaper work and shortly
thereafter assisting in organiza-
tion of the Memphis Guild, first
in the South. Reserved two years
as local Guild president, and is
in his second term as secretary-
treasurer.

Swim, • native of Arkansas,
came to Memphis six years ago
from Stuttgart, Ark., where he
was editor of the town's news-
paper. He immediately became
active irr the Guild and was a
delegate to the Memphis, Detroit
and Boston conventions of the
ANG.

He has been ..n officer of the
local Guild, Press-Scimitar Unit

Wilkes-Barre Names 3 Delegates
WILE ES-BARRE, Pa.—The

Wilkes-Barre Newspaper lGuild
will send three delegates to the
American Newspaper Guild con-
vention in Milwaukee in August.
The delegates will he ANG

Vice President Joseph M. Waish,
Gertrude C. Thomas and Wilbert*
Taylor.

• • •

Walsh is a convention veteran,
now serving his second two-year
term as an ANG vice president
at large. He is CIO regional di-
rector In Northeastern Pennsyl-
vania,

Mrs. Thomas is a member of
the Times-Leader, Evening News
reportorial staff and a member
of the Guild since its organization
in Wilkes-Barre.

Taylor, police reporter for The

DENVER GUILDSMAN

NAMED TO COUNCIL

DENVER—Organised labor has
gained smother office in wartime
activities here with appointment
of Harley J. Murray, Post re-
porter and a Denver Newspaper
Guild delegate to the Denver CIO
council, as CIO council represen-
tative on the boatel of the war-
time information center of the
Denver Council of Social Agen-
cies.

The social agency council, a
member of the Denver Community
Chest, has undertaken, through
the information center, daily as-
sistance for servicemen, especially
for those returning from front-
line duty, and reseeral 'aid to all
legal twee onuses.

Wilkes-Barre Mecca..., is a mem-
ber of the executive board of the
Wilkes-Barre local.

chairman and member of the
negotiating committee for live
years.

SERVES ON AGENCIES

Swim represents the CIO in
Memphis on the War Chest Fund,
the Red Cross Committee, the
War Manpower Committee and
the OPA Labor Advisory Com-
mittee. He was • WarsChest vice
chairman during the last cam-
paign, when the CIO raised ap-
proximately one•third of total
community contributions to the
Ind.

Copeland is the other CIO mem-
ber on the War Chest Fund, Red
Cross Committee, War Manpower
Committee and the OPA Leber
Advisory Committee. He is also
a vice chairman of the War Bond
Committee and member of the
War Production Board's speakers'
committee.
• As president of the Tennessee
CIO council, Copeland will be
CIO chairman of the joint labor
political action committee in
Tennessee in which the railroad
brotherhoods and CI0 are co-
operating.

L.A. News Vendors Are
Supreme Court Rules in
WASHINGTON — Full-time

news vendors in Los Angeles who
sell papers at established stands
under supervision of the publish-
era are "employes" under the Na-
tional Labor Relations Act, the
Supreme Court ruled in a case in-
volving four Los Angeles news-
papers.

In an 8 to 1 decision April
24, the high court overruled the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals,
which had held that the Los
Angeles newsboys, organized in
• CIO local union, were "inde-
pendent contractors" and not sub-
ject to the Wagner Act.

NLRB UPHELD
With Justice Owen J. Roberts

dissenting, the Supreme Court
upheld the National Labor Rela-
tions Board, which appealed the
calm, in its classification of the
vendors as "employes" and its
division of them into collective
bargaining units.
The NLRB had certified the

Loa Angeles Newsboys Industrial
Union No. 75 as the proper col-
lective bargaining agent for 'the'
vendors in negotiations with pub-
lishers of The Los Angeles Herald
sad Express,. Examiner.. News
and airless p" r; .

The publishers had contended
that the newsboys, as "inde-
pendent contractors," not only
"bought and sold" their corners
but sold publications which com-
peted with the papers involved.

Rejecting this argument, Jus-
tice Wiley Rutledge said in the
majority opinion that the pub-
lishers determined "spots" where
the vendors operated, fixed the
purchase and sales price of their
papers, set hours of work at
the stands, and disciplined the
vendors through district - man-
agers.

THEY'RE "MATURE"
The majority said that in Los

Angeles the vendors, "misnamed
boys, are generally mature men,
dependent upon the proceeds of
their sales for their sustenance,
and frequently supporters of
their families," and that the case
record "sustains the board's
findings and there is ample basis
in the law for its concluidon."

The case of the Los Angeles
news vendors was an issue at the
1943 convention of the American
Newspaper Guild in Boston, where
Ithe, delegates rejected an attempt
.hy the Los rAngelee Guilds tax-

Paul Simmons
Named Prexy
in Atlanta
ATLANTA, Ga.—Paul Simmons

was elected president of the At-

lanta Newspaper Guild to suc-

ceed E. Romney Wheeler, who
retired from the office after being
made Associated Press day editor,
first assistant to the AP Southern
division news editor.

Burgess Damron was named to
take Simmons' place as vice presi-
dent and Edward I. Bernd was
made secretary to succeed Al B.
Richardson, who quit the AP to
take a higher paid job in the
aviation industry.
Damron, Simmons and Bernd

are all members pf the Atlanta
AP staff.

HE REMAINS ACTIVE

Wheeler remained as an active
Guild member but said he felt it
was not proper for him to be
president and at the same time a
junior AP executive.
The local voted Wheeler % reso-

lution of appreciation for his
work as a founder and officer.
He was treasurer from pre-recog-
nition days until he became presi-
dent.
Simmons, also a charter mem-

ber of the local, is a former chief
of the Associated Press bureau
at Baltimore.
Bernd and Daniron joined the

Guild at the same time they
joined the Atlanta AP staff.

Melody Takes
Post in CIO

MOVING DAYS
HARASS CHICAGO '
C RICA GO—After practically

Heins out of a suitcase fur a
month, the Chicago Newspaper
Guild is installed in a new office,
twice as large as the old one.
When new quarters were leased,

It was discovered the office wuld
not be available until May 1, tie
the Guild was given temporary
offices which did not allow for al
records and supplies to be um
packed.
Women members descended as

the new office and repainted
tables, cabinets and boek cases.
Now they are Planning a sewing
party to make drapes.
The new address is 160 North

La Salle Street.

 •

Tr -City Elects
Two Delegates
A I. B ANY, N. Y. — President

James White of the Tri•Cay
Newspaper Guild and Semite
Markson, first, vice president,
were elected at a membership
meeting as delegates to the
ANG's August Milwaukee con.
vent ion.
White is makeup editor of The

Knickerbocker-News and Martial
is assistant news editor of The
Times-Union. Moth are pioneer.
in the Guild movement in the
state capital district.

Arthur V. O'Connor, assistant
auditor, Knickerbocker-News, and
Mrs. Katherine Turner of the,
Times-Union classified adverbs.
rug department' were elected

NEW ORLEANS--Ward Mel- alternates,
ody, president of the New Or-
leans Newspaper Guild, is leaving
his job as head of the copydesk
and makeup editor of The New
Orleans Item for a post with the
regionnl CIO staff.
Melody will spend three or four

days a week on the Regional War
Labor Board at Dallas. Tex., and
the rest of his time in New Or-
leans with the CIO organization
there.
He will lontinue to act as the

New Orleans Guild's president.

TYPOS RESCIND RULE
AGAINST CONVENTION
INDIANAPOLIS (FP) — In a

referendum, members of the in.
ternational Typographical Union
voted 22,484 to 20,204 to field •
wartime convention in Grand
Rapids, Mich., August 19-26.
The vote tipped over a decision

of the 1942 convention not to hold

a convention for the duration.

There was no convention in 1943.

New Columbus Unit Picks Leader
COLUMBUS, 0.—Leon Roett-

ger, veteran station operator, has
been elected president of a re-
cently-formed Dispatch circula-
tion department unit of the Co-
lumbus Newspaper Guild.
He succeed e Keith Woodcox,

who is taking "boot" training at

'Employes,'
NLRB Case
tend Guild jurisdiction to news-
boys in the city.
The convention expressed the

Guild'e support of union organi-
zation of the vendors, but re-
iterated policy adopted at pre-
vious conventions that the Guild
was not willing to open member-
ship to newsboys, of whom there
are at last 100,000 in the United
States, and who if admitted into
the Guild would dwarf the union's
present arid potential member-
sfiheildcpin established jurisdictional

The Los Angeles proposal was
defeated in a Boston rollcall vote,
99 to 78, with the New York
Guild's 42 votes aligned with Los
Angeles' 10. Among other dele-
gatione supporting the Los An-
geles proposal, which was op-
posed by spokesmen for the ANG
administration, were those from

' ii-,eenseesiiene. orVOI!rt i `.. l"

TREASURER REPLACED
Chicago, San Diego and St. Louis,

an appeal to the Guild's Inter- es

MADISON, Wis.—Wanda Nel-Prior to the Supreme Court's son, a bookkeeper In the C
apital

ruling in the ease, the Los Times business office, was 
elected

Angeles Guild had indicated it treasurer of the Madison 
News-

planned to reopen its proposal in paepeArnnGuyi.

paign, seeking to reverse the de-
elision at Bolton and at, previous 

Guild.

to succeed Chris Ahl-

rich, also of the Capital Timnational Executive Board and in

,0 . ; iti fi , '

business staff, who is going 
into

a Guild Reporter publicity Mtn- 

th
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the Great Lakes Naval Training

Center.

Other officers- of the unit, which

has signed its first contract and

now is awaiting approval by the

War Labor Board, are Vice Presi-

dent Wilbur Towns, Treasurer

George Kefauver, and Secretary

Catherine Dittoe.

Negotiations for renewal of a

Guild contract between employes

of the Scripps-Howard bureau at

The Columbus Citizen and the

Scripps-Howard newspapero now

are under way.

Also awaiting approval by the

WLB is a contract between the

Guild and the Citizen Publishing

Company, in which a 9.5 percent

raise retroactive to September I.

1943, has been agreed upon.

SCOTSMAN TAKES
TREASURY POST
BOSTON—Elmer Delete, treas-

urer of the Boston Herald-Trav.

eler Newspaper Guild unit since

1939, has announced his retire-

ment from that position but not

on a pension.

He will be succeeded by Cssi-

econ Dewar, Traveler copyeditor.

Dewar, who learned his trade ill

Scotland, is a veteran Guild male

her and worked on the old Rost*

Transcript prior to coining to 'The

Traveler.

'."
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Guildsman's 'Assignment U.S.A.'
Makes Some History on Radio
WASHINGTON — Washington

Nrimpaper Guildsm•n Selden

Menefee stirred up a considerable

to-do with a radio version o
f his

neer book, "Assignment 
U.S.A.,"

tiben NBC broadcast it for the

emend time.

Among other reverberations of

the show, Roston City Counci
lman

Michael Kinsella threatened to

sue because the program quoted

an isolationist speech of his.

inrs "MIXED UP"
Kinsella got mixed up and

threatened the wrong network

(Mutual) and nothing immediate-

ly came of it.

The Kinsella quote was:

"I would ring this country with

steel from the Canadian border to

the Mexican border, from ocean

to stun, and then say to the oth-

ers, 'Berk out your own destiny!

We sill not fight for you, nor will

we feed you!'"

The program, which The New

York Times characterized as "the

boldest, hardest-hitting of 1944,"

took the country apart, section by

section, castigating Boston for its

anti-Semitism, the Midwest for

its isolationism; the South for

race prejudice, and the West for

labor disputes.

WORKER 18 QUOTED

Of absenteeism in Western war
planes a worker quoted said:

SELDEN MENEFEE
'•.. . boldest, hardest-hitting .

-The only absenteeism I've no-

ticed is due to management. Why,

I've gone two days at a stretch

without so much as lighting up

my welding torch! That's enough

to Make a man stay home—or go

find another job. That's what

comes of the coat-plus system!"

"Assignment, U.S.A." was first

broadcast by the National Broad-

casting Company on February 22

at 11:30 p. m.

Swat:, 11.1
Guild members in good standing may here discuss any7,

thing connected with the Cuild, the labor movement,

or the newspaper industry that interests them. Letters

exceeding 3.50 words are subject to editing to reduce

them to that length.

ITS A "PRIVILEGE."
NAVY MAN INSISTS

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC.

gilder, Genii Ramerrse:

No plugs for doing what I feel
is privilege as long as I am able
to do so. Despite family allot-
men, insurance, bonds, etc-, canaffod 

Yeah, this is hint to ANG sol-
diers, sailors, Marines, who may
at one time or another make kill-
ing hi poker or crap (I'd like
sense time for such)-.---and even if
they don't—Rend something along
to help refill somewhat what must
be a pretty empty ANG coffer,
with AO many ANGers in service.
And sending it along, have sat-

illation of knowing much needed

ailsdillinirdiilrecl bet benefitsenellt uosfed iallAor dNGireerect.
Assumed you would use ten

bucks to best advantage, that's
why made no suggestions. By all
means use it for ANG' n national
Government Relations Committee
and here's another five bucks.

Y2C. DAVID REIF,
1,tis Angeles Guild.

(The March 15 Guild Reporter
earried a letter from dues-exempt
Guildsman Reif, who also sent a
$10 money order. The letter above
wee Written in response to a
question from The Guild Reporter

age pltny hotZe h ec o'uti' at ina tbgud thet ion.—ALG to,).

HE DOESN'T LIKE
WECHSLER COLUMN

jEBSYEditor, Gutt..uREPORT:utITY:
Good God! are we going to get

en THAT merry-go-round again?
After a few months of moving in
the right direction—toward Guild
andeclaOrouoshei.jec objectives and to hell
with sideehows--the Guild Re-
Porter April 15 let Jimmy Wechs_
ler take another ride on the

noiay 

I gather that George Seldes has
said some mean things about the
touchy James. The latter will par-

me--11r not, as the case may
be---if I feel that he has% no right

aubtfultil*ietodpilbfree •An!IWiihdi:elthriAeo senernams
hie Patin- Certainly not to the ex-

tent of two and a half columns in

a twelve-page paper, anyway.

Utiles, the "Washington Round-

up" is a column that corrals wild

congressmen who despoil the cap-

ital range, it has no place in the

Reporter. I am not even going

into the merits of the Wechsler-

Settles feud. It's about the dullest

battle imaginable, which is all

that Jimmy proved in his thou-

sand words 011 the subject.

He tried to disarm criticism by

being "perfectly frank" and ad-

mitting he had an axe to grind.

I don't mind a bit. of axe-grinding

It it offers the interesting spec-

tacle of sparks flying and steel

flashing with a deadly edge... But

Jimmy's axe was made of wood,

and when he put it to the Guild

grindstone it splattered all over

'the place, and all I got was splin-

ters In my patience.
SAMUEL KAUFMAN,

Hudson County Guild.

NEW MASSES MAN
HAS A COMMENT

NEW YORK.

Editor, GUILD REPORTER:

It is not news that James 
A.

Wechsler doesn't like George

Seldes, Earl Browder and various

other people. Wechsler, • in addi-

tion to his labors for PM and The

Guild Reporter, writer; a c
olumn

for .Common Sense magazine,

whose editor, Sidney Hertzberg,

is' a former publicity mall for

the America First Committee

(mentioned on page 249 of "Un-

der Cover"). On Common 
Sense

Wechsler also has as fellow-

columnist Milton S. Mayer, de-

scribed in PM of January 16 
as

"author of an anti-Semitic article

in the Saturday Evening Po
st two

years ago,4 who "has 
informed

his draft board he is will
ing to

sit out this war in the 
penitentiary

rather than be drafted into 
the

S. armed forces." It is 
evident

that Wechsler is particular 
about

the company he keeps.
A. B. MAGIL,

New Mosses Unit.

P. S. le the same issue 
of The

Guild Reporter in which 
Wechs-

ler* proem poem appeared 
I note

the following ife'l
leelsedeet Milni

Murray's' column: "I would 
like

Variety, the showman's Maga-
zine, criticized the network for
having stet it out at such a late
hour and with virtually no pub-
licity, and In threeeirticlee urged
that it be rebroadcast earlier In
the evening and with publicity.

rr "TAKES GUTS"
However, Variety added:

"A dollar for every station that
ducks it on a rebroadcast will
keep sou in crullers for days.
Sending this one out takes guts."
NBC finally capitulated by re-

broadcasting with a great deal of
advance publicity — but at- the
same time as before, 11:30 p. m.

Surprisingly, more stations took
it the second time than the first—
between 75 and 80 as compared
with 55 for the February broad-
cut-

Among stations which broad-
cast it the first time and refused
it the second were NBC outlets in
Boater, and Mobile, of which cities
the script said: "We'll have to set
about getting Boston into the
United States" and "Mobile ain't
fit to live in."

The station management of
WBZ, Boston's NBC outlet, said:

"We honestly don't feel that
the script reflects either a suffi-

ciently factual or • sufficiently

carefully-thought out approach to

the problem."

to ee a liberal Congress elected

this Fell. d have hope that one

can he elected if we all pitch in

and work and vote to that end. It

will be a tough struggle and if the

Communists want to help. I'm

willing to let them. It might not

be a had idea if The Guild Re-

porter took its policy from the

Guild president rather than from

a dwindling sect of last-ditch de-

fenders of the Anti-Comintern

Line.

IFP ith the AUXILIARY
By BEA ABRAMSON

Reporter fur Waimea', Auxiliary,

A merman Newspaper Guild

MILTON MURRAY
REPLIES TO WECHSLER

New Yotte.

Editor. GUILD Rovers':
Brother James Wechsler, in hia

highly entertaining column de-

voted to an alleged newspaper-

man, chose to address a question

to me. His question was whether

I, as publicist for the CIO Politi-

cal Action Committee, considered

his PM coverage of the Co
mmit-

tee to be a "smear."

I must confess that Brother

Wechsler's PM item was not what

I, as a publicist, would have
 writ-

ten. If it had been, I would 
have

lost some of the respect I
 hold

. for Brother Wechsler as an

honest, objective reporter.

I do not recall ever 
having read

anything under the Wechsler

byline, in PM or e
lsewhere, that

I considered to be • 
"smear."

Are there any other 
questions?

MILTON MURRAY.

LIMA CONDUCTS
ANNUAL DINNER

LIMA, 0.—Fifty members 
and

guests of the Lima 
Newspaper

Guild attended the 
annual ban-

quet of the local in the Lost

Creek County Club. Tom 
Hunter,

vice president, served as 
master

of ceremonies.

A program featur
ing skits on

the theme, "Then and 
Now," was

arranged by a committee in-

cluding Torn Cooper, chairman,

Wayne Current, Frank Klein,

Richard Itioffet, Jean Geyer,

Shirley Haines, Dale 
Davis and

Hunter.

USA NEARS MILLION
PITTSBURGH (FP) — The

semi-mutual report of the 
Clo's

United Steelworkers of 
America

leo/waled inUmberehip at 
1136,500

eine 1 rearefte 44$11/113,0c71
210,‘ In-

cluding $2,14.11111.27 in 
cash.

Orchids to Denver
Here's what the Denver Guild think,' of its Auxiliary, as reported

In a dispatch from Secretary W. M. Beartisheir:

"The mere males of the Denver Guild, unversed in bakesho
p art,

doff their hats moat gladly to the Guild Auxiliary members 
who have

lightened spirits for hundreds of servicemen with weekly 
contributions

of cookies to the USO canteen at the Deliver union station.
"They believe the Auxiliary women have set • record 

in faithful,

unflagging work for this cause. The baking began MA 
soon as the

canteen was opened at the beginning of the war, and 
not a weekly

allotnient has been,, skipped. . . . They have accomplished al
l this on

their own family sugar rations, by skimping in Us. of sugar 
at home.

... They pay for all the 'makings' from their own 
household budgets.

"Mrs. Pat Liden, the wife of Oscar E. Liden, president 
of the

Denver Guild, is chief director of the project. The members 
alternate

with the work, two doing the baking each week.

"'How many cookies have you gals made?'" • curious 
Guildaman

inquired.
"'Well, thousands and thousands'," said Pitt laden, 'though we

have not kept books. But it's most certainly worth 
while. If theme

cookies lift the spirits of the boys who pales through 
Denver, to the

training camps or to the fronts, if it lifts their spirits( 
only a teeny

bit—we 'believe the effort is repaid a hundresifold.."

Blue Star Mothers Week
Women whose husbands and sons are in service were 

honored dur-

ing the week of April 16 by Auxiliaries all over the c
ountry.

It, New York, the Guild Auxiliary held a tea in their 
honor at the

home of Mrs. Erika ZUSi. at which John McManus, 
president of the

New York Guild, told of plena being made to bring the 
families of

Guildernen in service closer to the local. "Guild families" 
rather than

just Guildsmen or Guildswomen is the idea. Another m
ethod of spread-

ing the union ideas, and of combatting anti-union p
ropaganda in the

armed services.
A Blue Star•Mothers Memorial meeting was held by 

the Nationel

Maritime Union Auxiliary. Pat Aleekovcky, Mabel Pollock and Bea

Abramson were guests of honor, representing, respectively, 
the New

York Aux and the New York Council of Auxiliaries.

News from the Locals
Los Augeles--Alice Colic. has filed for County 

Committeeman

of the Democratic Party, Aux gals have all promised to 
join their

district organizations.
Washington, D. G—Pat Clagett has been elected president.

 She

is the wife of Tim Clagett, Washington Star unit, now 
a member of

the Merchant Marine, who recently spent five days adrift 
in • lifeboat

on the Arabian sea when his ship was torpedoed by a 
Jap submarine.

Others elected: Sarah D'Avila, vice president: Marth 
Lewis, secretary-

treasurer. Members have donated $1 each for the purchase of
 gifts for

soldiers at Walter Reed hospital. The Aux is aiding the 
Guild in its

program to provide comforts for soldiers at the hospital.

• New York—Proving once more that "one man's w
hite elephant

may well be another man's prized possession," the A
ux sold odd: and'

ends contributed by members at • joint Guild and Attic 
party. Eighty

dollars was realized for the Red Cross. At the April 
3 meeting, I.iu

Lang-No, a Chinese guerrilla fighter, sang the son
gs he taught to

Chinese soldiers. Guildsman Bruce Todrin read his poem "China."

Tea and rice cakes were served after the meeting.

.411 WA-ANG,newe for Tea Guns) Kerwin should 
Oa mailed

Po flea .4bramson, deo New York Newspaper 
Guild, 40 East

10th Street, New York City. Copy should reach 
the New York

address by 7th of ths month fot tke issue of It. M
A, and by

the 214t for the issue of tke lit. Pictures must be e
n hand at

least a day earlier than these deadline, to allow 
for retouching

and engraving.

COPY GIRL RUNS AN EXPRESS

—Phot. I.) I •• Son Frencl.r..0.41..e.1 Gelid

All San Francisco Call-Bulletin assignmen
ts are interemiag when

Carmen De Laurier goes along to give motor
cycle escort end dispatch

rider service. Here she starts out for • fire with 
Photographer i.e

Marron in the sidecar, A asendeer of the 
San.Fearmisoo.Oakiemd.Newe -

paper Guild, she operate" as to Call-Bulletin 
celestite rsietarnh.i.ind%

on her motor bike, speeding photographers 
and cameramen to stories

•

•

eia

• lo



Editor
Within H Balrfinget

only by the lunatic fringe, and

were greeted with contempt or

denunciation. But Rankin has

come to be regarded as some-

thing of an elder statesman, and

he is not alone.

The private talk is apparently

PO ugly and venomous that

Speaker Sam Rayburn, who has

never been suspected of leftist

ideas, got up some weeks ago to

plead for a halt to the semi-sub-

versive gossip he was hearing.

The formal political opposition,

represented by the Republican

Party, is dominated by men who

have become frenzied and irre-

sponsible in their war against the
White House. They do not repu-

diate the support of two-bit mal-
contents and unzeonstructed pro-
fascists.
They have come to view the

Patterson-McCormick papers as

a kind of party house-organ; they
reserved their bitterest Criticism

for the man in their party—
Wendell Willkie—who urged them

to shun association with the

shabby political elements -which
have rallied around the GOP.

"—FREE TO SCUTTLE--"

Lacking any domestic program
of their own, their representatives
in Congress have nevertheless felt
free to scuttle virtually every
phase of the economic stabiliza-
tion program formulated by the
A dm inistra tion.
They have created a kind of

legislative paralysis, apparently
on the theory that any resulting
chaos or confuntion can be blamed
on the 'party in power.

Although business men • now
dominate most government agen-
cies, the Republican mouthpiece*
keep repeating that "New Deal
theorists" are running the nation
into "socialism"; and they slyly
hint that many wartime sacrifices
are the unnecessary inventions of
the long-haired bureaucrats.
With the time-table set for the

attack on Europe, influential pub-

lishers, politicians 'and profes-
sional Roosevelt-haters still rise
to protest that we are wasting
our tnatvials on the wrong war;
they demand that our strategy
be reversed, all guns sinned at
Japan.

Ignoring the losses alreadj
sustained by our Allies, they ex-
pleit any hint that 'Americans
will play a major role in the
E usr ho op urral dn  war.

theinvasion meet initial
setbacks, their complaints will
grow louder and more insistent;
just as any reversal in the Pacific
becomes the signal for renewed
clamor against our overall mili-
tary program.

They chant that the war against
Germany is "England's war" or
"Russia's war" or anybody's war
except ours; Japan is the true
enemy.

THEY FIGHT LABOR"

Some industrialists who have
never been fond of trade unions
continue to flirt with the idea that
the war—or its immediate after-
math—ia the occasion for a full-

fledged campaign against labor.

They have their own private
dream; they discuss it among
themselves, watch for the chance
to promote it in public.

So violent are some of their
whisperings that Charles E. Wil-
son, vice-president of the War Pro-

duction Board and General Flee..

tric official, was deeply ,alarmed;

he felt impelled to deliver a pub-

lic address warning industrialists

against alignment with • "right-

wing reaction" that would destroy

the democratic structure.
Despite the fury of the attacks

which it faces, American labor

displays little unity of purpose or

program.
These are some of the glimpses

of the pre-invasion USA that a

Nazi correspondent insight have

filed from this capital this crucial

month. 

THE GUILD REPORTER
Copyright, 1944, by the Anietican Newspaper Guild

the:. p. el rtk'vlish iaol he of tt hh ee Id E" lity 
of

he C, to iprornLIeW' RrineFue7 udgrrnatta

way the policies of the ANC as established in Corms.

lion, and to confine its editorial policies to that spec*
program. All notices printed in the REPOICI En shall row

statue notices to the entire membership."—From Art XX.
Sec. 1, ANG Constitution,

Guild Reporter deadlines at 63 Park Row, New

York 7, N. Y.: Issue of the lst—Letterm and fee-

9tiinhs;, 
news, 10th; 

noef.tsheb

fea-

tures, 23rd of. the month; news, 24th; news

Single copy, 10e. Yearly, $2.00.

1u5niefirinsiLe. itt2etrsh. and features.

Acceptance for twaililiInirreal the o.heapeclat rates of iwnt•ge provided for
Art 'February 219 1915.

Member, American Labor Press Association; Member, Federated Preis

ANG International Officers
President E .erutive Vint President Secretary•Trensurer

Milieu Murray Sam B. Eubanks William W. Rodgers

American Newspaper Guild International Headquarters

Vice Presidents
Regional

" 1—George A. Harris,
196 Cedar Ave., Arlington 74, Mass.

2—W A Copeland,
1403 S. Willett. 'Memphis 6, Tenn,

3—Kenneth B Crouse.
678 Josephine Pl., St. Paul, Minn

4—Crorge E Hutchinsen.
1003 N. Niagara, Burbank, Calif.

S—Walter Engels.
444 Beach 145th St., Neponsit. I. I.

.41 Large
Gordon II. Cole,

6368 Ridge Dr., Georgetown Sta..
Wsshington, D. C.

William J. "'arson,
2221 E. Washington I sac,

Philadelphia 38. I's.

Floyd Healey,
1617 Grand Ave.. Piedmont 11. 

Calif.

Milton J Latrine,
965, Thornhill Dr., Cleveland 8. Min

Joseph M. Walsh.
292 S. River St., WilkegRarie. Pt

international Representatives
Wilbur E. Bait. . John Weilburg • Joseph Colsolts:k . ....,

(Dtrector of Organization) ' tDirertor tor rive !writers.

Charles L. Whipple Larry MacLean John Rlswis
(On leave with Red Cross) Stephen Ripley (On leave in 4ratv)

Acting Director of Researih
Jean Weinstein
-----

Intimations! Headquarters, 63 Park Row, New Yolk 7. N. \ _ -

11.11 I. 1944

THE GUILD REPORTER, MAY 1, 1944

Tue Reaguje .25
e44 WASHINGTON ROUNDUP

Strange Stories Mark
Invasion Eve in Capital

Annual footnote to annual freedom-of-the-press resolu-

tions adopted by the American Newspaper Publishers Asso-

ciation, which met last week in its 58th annual convention

in New York City: The working press, following an ANPA

free press tradition, was as usual barred from all meetings,
In which the publishers did their business.

Reporters who were saddled with the dreary ANPA

convention assignment were obliged to stifle their impulses

as honest newspapermen, sit in Waldorf-Astoria anterooms,

and cover the story by carrying handouts back to the office,

telling the public what the proprietors of the free press

wanted the public to know about publishers—and no more.

A New York World-Telegram reporter, puzzled by the

publishers' censorship procedure, asked an ANPA handout
bander-out why they acted that way, since newspapers
properly oppose star chamber proceedings in matters of
public importance. The ANPA spokesman explained, with
patience,- that businesses did not reveal to outsiders how
their businesses are conducted.

•
An unrelated but perhaps pertinent- observation on the

general subject was made last week in the House of Com-
mons by Winston Chin-chill in comment on a British rule
which bars cabinet ministers from engaging in journalism.

"The proprietorship of newspapers," Churchill said, "has
never been held to be journalism in the ordinary sense."

Annual invitation from The Guild Reporter to the ANPA,
Editor & Publisher, and newspapers and news services every-
where: The 11th annual convention of the American News-
paper Guild opens August 7 in the Hotel Schroeder in
Milwaukee. Come one, come all and practice freedom of
the press, reporting what you please. Nb business ses-
sions barred.

It seems that editorial writers generally have not been
driven to typewriter tantrums by Montgomery Ward's civil
war in the midst of a world war.

To keep the editorial record straight and consistent, the
newspapers might at least get out their clips of comment
on the Mine Workers' strikes, make some fixes on the
principals (if not principles) involved, and complain about
Sewell Avery's irresponsible defiance of the government
and the common war effort.

In any event, it should of course be assumed that edi-
torial comment or the lack of it would have nothing to do
with the hundreds of thousands of dollars that Montgomery
Ward has poured out (subject to tax deductions as adver-
tising) in newspaper manifestoes telling the government .
to go to hell.

Chr Broom, still published in San Diego by C. Leon de
Aryan, named in the government's seditious conspiracy
indictments, ran an advertisement for Reader't Digest,
plugging reprints of a Henry J. Taylor article which "ex-
poses the waste and folly of boondoggling on a global basis."

Coincidentally, the Nazi slick-paper English-language
propaganda magazine, Signal, reprinted the Reader's Digest
article to "confirm the extent to which the forecast of the
development of American affairs provided by Signal is in
agreement with the opinion of clear-thinking Americans
themselves." For its propaganda purposes Signal was obliged
to trim just one paragraph (disparaging Germany) from
the 2,800-word Reader's Digest piece.

'Mrs. Lois de LaFayette Washburn, who gave the Nazi
salute at her Washington sedition trial, told a Chicago
forum speaker earlier that "we will shoot all CIO union
leaders against a stone wall" and that: "There won't be
any labor press when we get through with you. Yoti fellows
will all be lined up in front of a stone wall, too."

• •
The Times-Herald. Washington end of the Patterson-

McCormick newspaper axis, called the Capital sedition trial
a New Deal "smear" plot and said it will expose "the seamy
side of history under the Roosevelt administration."

At the Chicago end of the axis The Tribune, with paternal
indulgence, said that some of the sedition defendants were
"crackpots" cruelly caught in a White House "smear cam-
paign." The opening headline theme of the axis was:
'Nation Awaits Smear-Rased Sedition Trial—Case to Reveal
New Deal Secrets."

Testament of faith by Westbrook Pegler in the demo-
cratic way of life, as "Fair Enough" professed in .The Neu.
York WorId-Telegrato and other outlets: "Democracy is any-
thing that 51 percent of the people decide to impose on the
other 49 percent."

One big 'Pewter outlet, incidentally, has been closed.
'Chicago readers no longer get his inspiring column with
their Doily News, whose publisher is Secretary of the Navy
Frank Knox. The Daily News dropped Pegler, but, continued
to pay for him, thereby preventing any other Chicago paper
(such as the hospitable Tribune) from picking him up,

SHORT TAKES. Required reading: A. J. Liebling's"
three-part story in The New Yorker on the incredible French
underground press.... Recommended reading: Paul Sifton's
Congressional Newstetter, published by the Union for Demo-
cratic Action.... Copydesk model: Variety's .hestil for a-story
on confusing ordehrfor 'dr:at deferntents was '"'Over 16'
Gets Mixed Notices."

By JAMES A. WECHSLER
Washington Guild,

WASHINGTON — There is a
lull in Washington, as if everyone

(except the military) had paused

to %wait the battle of Europe. as

if everything unconnected with

that invasion had ceased to mat-

ter, as it anything one might

write or a Congressman might

say on any other subject was des-

tined to be aiiti-climatic or ir-
relevant.
Yet one senses an uneasiness,

too; people here seem to be ask-
ing themselves whether the na-
tion is ready for a trial unpre-
cedented in our history.

"—ONE WONDERS—" •

Piecing together the surface
evidence one wonders what the
Washington correspondents for
the Berlin newspapers would be
writing if they were still here.
They could probably have turned
out some gaudy dispatches.
They could have pieced together

a lot of evidence to show that the
USA was already doomed, that
the pattern of French collapse
would be duplicated here when
the great clash of arms occurs.
Most of the testimony they cited

would not be new; but, added up,
it could achieve a vast cumulative
impact, creating all sorts of joy-
ous delusions in the bomb-groggy
Nazi hierarchy.

"CONSIDER—"

Consider some of the items that
a dispatch jo Berlin on the Amer-
ican home front, datelined some-
time in April 1944, might have
included.
On the eve of the European in-

vasion three of America's latgenft
newspapers—The New York Daily
News. The Chicago Tribune and
the Washington Times-World —
have dropped all discretion in
their crusade against the Presi-
dent and the conduct of the war.
A large chain of influential pa-

pers 'run by William Randolph
Hearst in equally disgruntled and
outspoken.

At regular intervals these jour-
nab s proclaim that democratic
survival depends, not on the de-
feat of Germany and Japan, hut
on the ouster of Franklin D.
Roosevelt and his American "dic-
tatorship."
They recite the purposelessness

of the war, the certainty that it
will end in Russian domination of
Europe, the futility of abet:eying
that any good may flow from the
imminient expenditure of Amer-
ican lives in Europe.

"—DARKLY CONFIDE—"
They darkly confide to their

readers that all our goodies are
being shipped to Britain and
Russia, without regard for our
national interest; they ridicule
suggestions that any lasting
Allied coalition may emerge from
the war.
These gloomy commentaries are

spread among millions of people
each day; and one of the na-
tion's most widely circulated labor
journals—John I.. Lewis' United
Mine Workers Journal — echoes
the same despair.
In the House of Representa-

tives a Congressman named John
E. Rankin, who comes front Mis-
sissippi, gets off ant I-Semitic
whoppers with growing frequency,
supplementing his sermons on
"white suprennaey" and the keep-
ing of Negroes in •their proper
place. •
On the House floor Rankin now

uses the term "kike" without
hesitancy, and does not trouble
to .eliminate it from his remarks
when they are edited for The
Congressional Record. His eel..

leagues usually listen to him
without dissent, and-- on some oc-
casions--pay him standing tribute,
when he concludes.
ITS OKAY NOW
A couple of yearn ago stote•

mente like his would have evoked
angry debate; they were made Allabals 


