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Labor's right to equality of

Ire* speech before an employer's

"captive audience" prior to plant

elections, has been confirmed by

a 4 to 1 majority in a National

labor relations board decision.

Ruling that "an employer who

chooses to use his premises to

assemble his employes and speak

against a union," must grant the

same freedom of expression to

his employes, the board decided

for an AFL retail clerks' union
against Bonwit Teller, inc., New

Yolk specialty store.

The decision is expected to

react ,favorably upon union or-

ganizing efforts, especially in the

south, where employers still in-

terpret T-H provisions of "free

speech" to suit their convenience.

Finding that the employer un-

lawfully refused the union an

opportunity to speak. the board

ordered the Company to "cease

and desist'' frpm such illegal

activities, i(nd set aside a rep-

resentation election v• hich the

union lost. •

The board also found the com-

pany guilty of violating the law

in a speech made by its pres
i-

dent containinp a "promise 
of

benefit" to induce a volt. agai
nst

the union and in a supervis
or's

speech, threatening reprisals
.

One dissent was voiced by 
a

board member, who objected
 to

the decision to set aside the

election.

The Taft-Hartley requirement

that Guild shop agreemeots can-

not be enforced withOuti a vali-

dating NLRB election /las been

abolished. Following th lead of

the senate, the house of repre-
sentatives on Tuesday passed

and sent to the White House a

bill deleting that provision of

the law. Pres. Truman was ex-

pected to sign it shortly.
• • •

For the Guild, after Pres. Tru-

man signs the bill, the imme-

diate effect of the amendment

will be automatic validation of

all existing Guild shop and

maintenance-of-membership

clauses for which ng elections

previously had been held. In the

future, once again, locals will be

able to negotiate Guild shop

agreements without being ham-

pered by the election iequee-

trent.

Currently there are 135 Guild

contracts which have Guild shop

or maintenance of membership

provisions. However, since en-

actment of the Taft-Hartley law,

only 46 units have held validat-

ing elections. This means that

in a large majority of Guild con-

tracts, while the provisions con
-

tinued. they were inoperative

and unenforceabl.,

Pressure for the bill, the first

Taft-Hartley amendment si
nce

the law was enacted in 1947,

developed when the Supreme

Court ruled that the national

CIO and AFL officers had t
o be

in compliance with the non-

communist affidavit provisio
ns of

the law. The NLRB fo
llowed

this with a ruling voiding
 all

NLRB elections involvin
g CIO

New International Executive Boa
rd

To Organize November 1 at Ne
w York

With its membership increased

by Pittsburgh Convention action

from 13 to 15, the International

executive board which will serve

for the next two years as the

Guild's administrative body, wil
l

organize at its November 1

,meeting in New York.

The Belmont-Plaza Hotel will

he the place of meeting, and the

agenda calls for four days of

business sessions, ending Sun
-

day, November 4.

The IEB will have nine hold-

over members, and six who will

assume office for the first time
.

New members are William J.

Farson, who succeeds Ralph B
.

Novak in the post of secretary-

treasurer; John H. Thompson,
 of

Boston, for Region 1; C. Jose
ph

Beauclerc, of Toronto, repr
esent-

ing Region 6, newly created 
to

You Can Share

Through CARE
Holiday packages for ship-

ment abroad have been m
ade

available by CARE, the 
cooper-

ative for American relief in 
Eu-

rope. Designed for use of a

family of 12, each package 
con-

tains a whole canned turkey 
and

all the trimmings.

World-wide free deli
very of

CARE packages will incl
udeAus-

tria, Belgium, Finland, 
France,

Western Germany and 
Berlin,

Great Britain, Greece, Italy,

Netherlands, Norway, 
Yugo-

slavia, Japan, Okinawa 
and the

Philippines.
Orders, including the 

price of

$18.75, should be sent t
o CIO

Representative, CARE, 
20 Broad

St., New York 5. If re
ceived be-

fore Oct. 31, deliveries 
will be

made for Thanksgiving. The

deadline for Christmas 
delivery

it Nov. 30.

comprise all Canada; a
nd three

vice presidents at larg
e — Ed-

ward Easton. Jr., of Ne
w York,

William M. Ware, of 
Cleveland,

and Felix B. Wold, of 
Detroit.

• • • •

'Additionally, Novak will
 move

to the post of executive 
vice

president vacated by 
the deci-

sion of Sam B. Eu
banks not las.,

seek renomination 
at the con-

vention.
Others re-elected are harry

Martin, president ;and
 Vice-Pres-

idents Philip H. Pri
ce, Washing-

ton, Region 2: Adol
ph J. Rehm,

St. Louis, Region 
3: Al Diprnan,

San Francisco-
Oakland, Region

4; Victor Leo, 
New York, Re-

gion 5: together w
ith Vice-Presi-

dents at Large Jo
seph F. Collis,

Wilkes-Barre; Chandler
 Forman,

Chicago, and Milton 
J. Lapine,

Cleveland . •

They were all 
nominated un-

oppoSed, at the 
Pittsburgh con-

vention, and hence
 no referen-

dum election w
as held, in ac-

cordance with the 
ANG consti-

tution provision 
that only con-

tested offices are subject to

general referendum
 action.

• • •, •

One matter first
 considered at

Pittsburgh, but 
deferred until

the upcoming 
meeting, is sched-

uled for hearing 
at 10 a m. Sun

-

day. That is th
e appeal of 

Ed-

ward E. Jaffee 
from the ac

tion

of the Lynn 
local in exp

elling

him from Guild
 membership

.

Jaffee was un
able to pro

duce

witnesses in his 
behalf at Pitts-

burgh, and ask
ed that the 

rase

not be heard 
until he could 

be

present, with 
witnesses. No 

testi-

mony was given
 at the 

Pitts-

burgh session of the board.

but letters and 
other docu

ments

were made a 
part of the 

case

record.
Jaffee had serv

ed as chai
rman

of the Lynn Item unit of the

local, and signed a con
tract as

chairman. Since the loc
al, not

the unit, is the legal 
bargaining

agent, the Lynn local 
repudiated

the agreement and preferred

charges against Jaffee. w
hich re-

sulted in a membership 
vote to

expel him from memb
ership.

, and AFL unions which were

held prior to the time the na-

tional officers of the federations

filed the affidavits. In the case

of the CIO that was on Dec. 22,

1949. •

The ruling would have voided

some 4,700 union shop contracts

which were validated by elec-

tions prior to the filing date.

The NLRB originally had ruled

that the national federations

need not be in compliance to

enable affiliated unions to use

the NLRB. When the Supreme

Court reversed this decision, the

NLRB made the ruling retro-

active.

Sixteen Guild units. which had

held validating Guild shop elec-

tions prior to Dec. 22. 1949, were

affected by the reversal and

faced with the prospect of hold-

ing seco--cf polls. One. the St.

Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press

unit, already has held •nd won

such • second election.

Minneapolis — More than 100

Guild members, management

representatives and labor lead
-

ers joined in a testimonial di
n-

ner at Hotel Radisson, here to

honor John J. Biddison, who
 re-

tired because of ill health a
fter

12 years of service.

Biddison and his wife have

left for a new home near Tucs
on,

Ariz.
Speakers paid tribute to Bid

-

dison's work not only in the

Guild but also in the Minn
esota

CIO, where he was in the fo
re-

front of a drive to oust comm
ies

from control of the state bo
dy.

Biddison was presented wit
h

a portable typewriter and ot
her

gifts. Earlier, Biddison had b
een

voted a $100 per month pe
nsion

by the local.
Biddison, who started news-

papering in Kansas after wo
rk-

ing as a printer's devil, ca
me to

Minneapolis in 1917, joining 
the

staff of the Journal where he
 re-

mained 22 years.

When the Journal was merg
ed

in 1939, he bet-sine the Twin

The prospect or largelaeale

disruption of existing bargaining

relationships as a result of the

new rule led to widespread agi-

tation for a remedy, and a

strange senate alliance produced

congressional action in record

time. Sen. Hubert Humphrey

(D., Minn.), one of the senate's

leading liberals and bitter Taft-

Hartley foe, and Sen. Robert

Taft, author of the law, teamed

up to introduce a bill which

would eliminate the special elec-

tion requirement to validate

union security agreements.

The Taft-Humphrey bill was

passed by the senate without

dissent on a voice vote late in

August, while the house was in

recess. Concurring action in the

latter body took • less than a

month. This week's vote was

307 to Hi for passage. • '
• • •

The. union security election ie-

• ri I I I'llwent proved a boomerang

(Continued on Page Two)

Cities Guild's first full-time offi-

cer. Ile was executive secretary

12 years to the day, when he re-

signed to leave for a warmer

and surlifier climate.

Biddison penned his farewell

to the local membership in an

article in the local's publication,

paying tribute to the old guard

who had been on hand during

the formation years of the Amer-

ican Newspaper Guild, as well

as to the new guard second

generation Guild leaders.
• • •

In his 12 years as a local

official, Bidd said that'll, "had to

learn the essentials of the job,"

and he developed certain belief,

as to 'how the Guild can best

function.

These beliefs, he wrote,'Were:

As a disciple of Theodore

Roosevelt. "walk softly and

carry a big stick." But never

flourish the stick.

If you hove to use the big

(Continued on Rage Two)

GUILD PIONEER 
HONOR Job's J. Biddison (center), r

etiring executive secretary of Twbs Cit
ies

Guild„is shown 
receiving a gold stick

 of typo outlining the AN
G's objectives, front Ralph Re

vak

ARC 
secretary•treasurer. Looking on (left) is

 William Hendrickson, Twin Cit
ies president. The

stick of type w
as awarded by th

e Pittsburgh ANC conv
ention.
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World Union of Newsmen
Weighed at Paris Meeting
Paris- The fate of the proposed

new international organization

of journalists hangs in the bal-
ance this weekend as repre-

sentatives of newspapermen's

unions from a dozen or more

countries gather in Paris to dis-

cuss the idea.
Invited to Paris by the three

noncommunist French unions of

Journalists, the delegates will

consider an agenda calling for

discussion of plans for a world

congress of the free press work-

ers early in 1952, with the in-

tention of bringing a new inter-

national into being at that con-

gress. Such an International

would fill the vacuum left by

the withdrawal of the free

journalists' groups from the old

International Organization of

Journalists following its capture

by the communists.
Latest groups to accept the

French invitation include the

journalists' unions of the Nether-

lands and Norway. Previous ac-

ceptances were from the British

National Union of Journalists

representing England, Scotland,

Ireland and Wales, the Amer-

ican Newspaper Guild repre-

senting the United States and

Canada, and the journalists'

unions of Belgium, Denmark,

Germany and Austria.

Others expected to attend but

not yet reporting are the unions

of Sweden and Italy. Leadership

of the Italian organization also

has shown interest in the meet-

ing and is expected to attend.
• •

The sessions are being held at

the Paris-Presse building, and

will conclude Sunday afternoon,

Oct. 14. The French Ministry of

Information is to entertain the

visitors at lunch Sunday.

The Guild will be represented

by President Harry Martin; Pat

Frayne, charter member and

former executive secretary of

the Sap Francisco-Oakland local;

Hugh B. Sutherland, Philadel-

phia Record Guild striker, and

Lem Graves, Jr., charter mem-

ber of the Norfolk (Va.) local

and later a member of the

Denver Makes Bid as
ANG Home Office Site
Denver -- Undaunted by pre-

vious attempts, all unsuccessful,

to wean the headquarters of the

American NewspaperGuild away

from New York City, Denver

Local has enlisted the support

of Colorado's governor, Dan

Thornton, and Denver's Mayor

Quigg Newton, in urging that

ANG settle in this mile-high

metropolis.
Letters from both officials

have been sent to Secretary-

Treasurer Ralph B. Novak, wel-

coming the thought that Denver

might become the home office

of another international union.

National headquarters of the

CIO Oil Workers and of Mine,

Mill & Smelter Workers are

now located at Denver.

Don MacMillan, Denver local

president, points out that Denver

could become the geographical

center of Guild organizing ac-

tivity, in an area which greatly

needs such stimulus. Both east

and west coasts are compara-

tively well organized, while the

western central section is less so.

It would be feasible for ANG

to own its own building in

Denver instead of occupying

rented quarters, he adds, noting

that excellent sites are available

for such construction. Climatic

conditions, transportation facili-

ties and available research

sources are cited as favoring the

choice.

BIDDISON HONORED
(Continued from Page One)

stick let there be no doubt that

you have used It.

Never make • threat. Tell the

other fellow, If you must, that

you Sr. going to do such and

such. Then do it. unless between

the parties you agree it isn't

necessary.

Not all employers are se-and-

acs. Not all publishers aro me-

and-soa. Assume the fellows yen

deal with *Mt the hmigebang

table are basest and that they

are goationses unless sad until

they prove likemesilves other-

wise.

Leave the lable-pemadiag Se

the eases fallow. It harts Ides

mete then If dew yes. at,. Mon

a dameIs sine fees.

Cketieelte Imre ere mosea-

ebbs friendly men among the

itegreessialives el saanagemenL

Leek lee thew reelprecate their

StimadoMpt he helpful Is them:

amok le earn their respect: guard

feats.

The Gelid Is not Inherently

and always right lust because it

is • labor union. The price of

✓espect sometimes is to hick out

of an indefensible position as

gracefully as possible. Even •

Guild member can be wrong.

Good public relations are

worth as much as a defense fund

and coat loss. Both are necessary.

The day lir peat when • labor

union can ftmetibia only is •

bargainer over wages and work.

lag condition.. It may negotiate

• wags increamt today and se*

U wiped out tenterrew by whet
congress does or refuses to do.

The whole scheme of living

for wage earners may change
over night by what happens on
the other side of the world. The
power of union labor may be
destroyed by one act of • legis-
lative body. Therefore, unions
must take heed to what gees on
in the world, at home and
ahreed--and they must as unions

Oahe appropriate action.
Their adversaries week at po-

litical action continuously: so
must unions. With political ac-
tion they must fight for their
lives while they still have
weapons et defense. The ballot
I. • private right, but if cast by
the blind or misled or mis-
informed It may become • public

Bidd's concluding advice to
the local was:

"The past is only a reminder,
• landmark, a textbook on tac-
tics of living. Look forward al-
ways; govern your conduct of
affairs today in the light of Its
effect in years to come; say and
do only the thing that will not
tomorrow be • boomerang,"

• • •

Chairman of the dinner was
Bernard Casserly of the Minne-
apolis Star and Tribune unit,
assisted by Earl Vogt of the St.
Paul Dipatch and Pioneer Press
unit.

Didn't Catch the Nam..
One-tune treasurer of the

Young Democratic Clubs of
America is a North Carolinian
yclept E. Hoover Taft. E for
Eugene, as in Debs?

Washington local while corre-

sponding for the Pittsburgh

Courier.
The conference is being held

just one month short of three

years from the day President

Martin walked out on an execu-

tive board meeting of the 'old

10J behind the "Iron Curtain"

in Budapest. Martin resigned as

a vice president-of IOJ and ANG

withdrew from it in 1949.

Other journalists' unions of

the West followed suit in 1950,

but were slow to warm up to

plans for a new international,

having been generally embit-

tered by the unfortunate ex-

perience with 10J.
By 1951, however, President

Martin succeeded in interesting

a few groups in discussing the

matter together, his efforts cul-

minating in an unprecedented

agreement of the three rival

French journalists' unions to

Join hands as hosts in sponsoring

invitations to the Paris con-

ference.
Delegations are attending the

conference without advance com-

mitments, but it is felt that most
of the reservations about a new

international will be ironed out
in frank discussion. Later, at
the world congress, it is hoped
that bona fide journalists' unions'
from all free nations will come

together for actual organization
of the new international.

Taft-Hartley Law Amended
(Continued from Page One)

to its backers almost from 
the

start. Labor generally felt t
hat

the backers of this measure 
in-

tended it as a special union-.

busting device, on the mistaken

assumption that the union shop

was something not the rank-and-

file workers but only labor lead-

ers wanted. The specially-rigged

election system, requiring a nta-

jority of the unit, not just of

those voting, to approve a union

shop agreement, seemed to bear

out the labor contention.

But the workers reacted other-

wise. In .nt after plant where

elections were held overwhelm-

ing majorities approved union

shop agreements, and election

results actually helped a num-

ber of unions to win union se-

curity provisions by destroying

management's best argument —

that the workers didn't really

want it.

Guild votes followed the gen-

eral trend, every unit holding an

election voting for the Guild

shop by huge majorities.
• • •

For several years elimination

of the requirement has been pre-

dicted, but labor's insistence

until recently that it would not

support amendment but only

outright repeal of the Taft-

Hartley act, blocked any change

entil the Supreme Court and

NLRB rulings made a change in

the election requirements im-

perative.

Both the CIO and AFL sup-

ported the Taft-Humphrey

amendment, although the CIO is

the -chief beneficiary, the AFL

chiefs having filed earlier and

Why A District Council?
BY J. HAROLD BRISLIN

President, Middle-Atlantic DC

The average Guildsman, paying dues but not otherwise active

in union affairs, has often raised in all honesty the que
stion,

"Why a district council?."

To one who understands the objectives of a district council

the question answers itself, for the need is self-evident.

A district council gives Guildsmen from different locals and

cities an opportunity to get acquainted and exchange ideas.

Without council meetings, such a meeting of minds could not

occur.
Guildsmen from Elizabeth discover their problems are those

also existing in, perhaps, Wilkes-Barre, and that there is much

in common, in and out of the Guild.

Re-write the adage to read, "In inter-union there is strength,"

and you increase the strength a thousandfold.

Locals in a district council are far more ready to come to the

aid—financially and otherwise—of a sister local when the names

and faces are known, and friendship is added to fraternal

Obligation.
District councils hold quarterly meetings of delegates from

all member locals in a given area. The meetings rotate among

cities, giving non-delegate members a chance to meet with

Guildsmen from other points.
But perhaps the most impressive effect is gained from the

correction of any notion that DC trips are junkets. Nothing could

be less true.
DC meetings are hard work for every delegate. The sessions

are long, the agenda subjects wide in range. And high caliber

delegates are chosen to represent their locals.
Any new delegate who "goes along for the ride" is due for

an awakening.
No feature of the meetings is of greater value than the reports

from various locals. They are detailed, raise questions which are
answered, and form the basis of literally hours of discussion.
The new delegate, if he is a genuine Guildsman, finds himself
in the middle of such discussions, and learning much therefrom.

And a second valuable product of council sessions results
from the information given by key members of the ANG staff,
who brief the delegates on new Guild developments and related
topics.

Locals which take active part in district council work derive
dividends in better Guild operation back home,

thus having only about 100 coo,
tracts affected by the rule void-
ing action prior to national MP.

pliance. The United Mine Wort :
era, still insisting on complete
repeal and no amendments, op-

posed the bill.

The amendment, while elimi•

nating the requirement that vali-

dating elections must be het

before union security provision,

can be enforced, continues on,t

election provision of the °rig,-

nal Taft-Hartley measure. If

30 percent of the employes in a

unit sign a petition to do away

with an existing union shop,

then an NLRB election must be

held to determine whether the

majority of the unit wish to

keep it. Unlike the validation

procedure, in such an election

only a majority of those voting

will determine the result.

Chief's Passing
Brings Changes
In Hearst Gain
• Hearst employes, great and

small, are uneasily eyeing ic-

velopments which presage major

policy changes in the newspaper

empire of the late William

Randolph Hearst.

First indication of changes

since the death of the Chief ap-

peared in Washington. There the

chain's six-man bureau was re-

duced to a staff of two. Edward

Lapping, its erstwhile head,

went to Chicago as editor of the

Herald-American, replacing

George DeWitt, Hearst veteran.

Then in New York, King

Features syndicate lopped six

staffers from its crew, an-

nounced plans for streamlining

and widening the appeal of the

Home magazine, used by the

NY Journal-American's week-

end edition.

The Journal-American itself

was reportedly to be under re-

make as a tabloid later thii

month.
International News Photos, a

Hearst affiliate, dropped its ex-

ecutive editor and eleven em-

ployes within the Guild's juris-

diction. a circumstance which

caused lodging of a protest from

ANG headquarters.
Hearst, Jr., who has taken

over direction of over-all edi-

torial operations since his father's

death, is quoted as intending to

have Hearst dailies devote in-

creasing attention to their indi-

vidual community readership,

presumably lessening the rigid

editorial control exercised by the

elder Hearst.

4111 BAR LIQUOR ADS

Eighteen years after repeal,

there are 418 daily papers which

refuse liquor advertising.
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"Economy" .Firings Greet NY Guild
Move to Sign Up Magazine Staffs
Ten "economy" firings at Hill-

man Periodicals, New York pub-
lishers of Pageant and, eight
other national magazines, fol-
lowed closely on the questioning
of employes concerning their
Guild affiliations, it Is reported
by Thomas J. Murphy, executive
vice president of the New York
Guild local.
The firings occurred without

notice, just ten days prior to a

scheduled hearing before the Na-
tional labor relations board on
the Guild's petition for bargain-
ing rights at the Hillman offices.
Management supervisors were

busy last week quizzing person-
nel regarding their Guild con-
nections, Murphy said, and the
lay-offs were ordered last Friday.
The New York Guild had filed

its petition with the labor board
two weeks earlier, asking for an

election to determine the Guil
l'i

majority.
"The action of management

said Murphy, "is typical of 
any

employer whose working con
di -

tions are substandard."

Hillman publications also 
ii: -

dude People Today, Movielani,

Screen Guide, Real Story, 
Rest

Romance, Confessions, Head-

quarters Detective and Uncen 
•

sored Detective magazines. 

AmyJo Long. former presi-

dent of the Fort Worth
 local, and

a delegate to the 1
9418 Scranton

convention, has joined the staf
f

at the University of 
Texas in-

formation service at Austin. 
She

was a Fort Worth Press 
reporter

hefore becoming journalism 
in-

structor at Texas Christian 
uni-

versity and doing graduate 
work

at the University of 
Texas....

Officers of the Record-A
mer-

ican unit of Boston local all 
were

;selected. They are Charles 
Sib-

ley. to his seventh term as 
chair-

man; Trivia Frissora—her 
elev-

enth term—, and Joseph 
Dumont.

to his third term. George 
Harris

and Abbott Hall were re
named

to the Hearst chain co
uncil, the

former for a twelfth term...
.

Mai. Bomb Monson of the Ma
-

tines, St. Paul Pioneer Press
 re-

porter, home on leave after
 13

months in Korea and Japan 
as

PIO with the First Mari
ne Air

Wing, expects to be released

from active duty early, part of

next year....

Ben Rosa. who retired from S
t.

Paul Dispatch copy desk 
last

November back on duty there 
in

absence of Jim Tucker, anot
her

veteran rim-man, who is in 
Mil-

ler hospital with a heart ail-

ment. ...

The new name is Mrs. Samue
l

Eddy for Betty Kruger. St."Pau
l

Dispatch classified advertising,

following her marriage last

month....

Whether potatoes are cheaper

or not, Philadelphia Inquirer

Guild members continue to

marry. The latest crop incl
udes

cashier Edna Horlkh, wed 
to

postal clerk Seymour Silver-

brook; payroller Mark Jugov
ich

to professional sportsman 
Joseph

Hickey; Candy Campbell of ad

control and composing room 
de-

tail clerk Bill Hirschmenn:

George J. Reesman, also from

composing room detail and 
Pa-

tricia J. Healy; Television Ed
itor

Eugenia . Loniuk and Photog-

rapher Gervais Roundel....

The Akron Beacon Journal

staff has undergone several

changes. Hope MacLeod is on

leave for graduate study at 
Co-

lurnbia University School of

Journalism. Nancy Lila, DePa
uw

alumna, is temporarily replacing

her on city desk... Photograp
her

Bob McIdaken returned to K
ent

State University while Bill 
Sa-

maras, a Kent student, sta
rted

fulltime duty. . . . Copy 
Girl

Teresa Considine resigned to

study at Actual Business 
Col-

lege. Bonnie Stewart takes 
over.

Maggi Anderson. radio editor

of the now-defunct Akron 
Times-

Press and recently in depa
rtment

store public relations, joins 
the

B. J. society staff....
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Guildsman Ralph E. Bailey,

Boston Traveler copydesk man

for 11 years, has written a new

juvenile book, his third, pub-

lished by Dutton. Bailey says

he writes on "days off and spare

time," has a fourth volume in

the making, but wouldn't be

happy outside a newsroom. ...

Frank Funge, nightclub col-

umnist on the San Francisco

Examiner, is a proud grandpapa.

It's a girl for his daughter. . . .

R. J. (Andy) Anderson Jr. for-

mer member of the San Mateo

Unit of SFONG, has become

editor and publisher of the

Coastside Comet at Sharp Park,

Cal. ...

Reno—The poasibility of 
hold-

ing an annual "fop and 
organ-

izing confererted ,iimong 
all west

roast and Rocky Mountai
n area

locals is being considered by

officers of the California
-Nevada

district council, according ti

Frank McCulloch, CN
DC presi-

dent.
Delegates from the 

coUncil's

eight locals discussed t
he matter

at the last meeting, 
and agreed

that valuable coordination Of

effort and achievement 
of com-

mon goals in wage 
negotiations

could result. Portland
, Seattle-

Tacoma, Great Falls, 
Salt Lake

City, Denver and 
Pueblo would

be asked to join in the 
plan.

SAWYER BACKS CENSORSHIP
Philidelphil— -Defend i ng Pies.

Truman's recent order on se-

curity information, Secretary of

Commerce Charles Sawyer told

the Poor Richard club here that

the protests against it are mostly

"emotional outbursts against

censorship."

The President's order issued

last month gives oabcials of all

agencies power to decide whether

information should be withheld

on the grou ' i that it might en-

danger national security.

Sawyer said that tod much in-
formation of value to potential

enemies is becoming public.

"Our object," he declared,

"should be not only the Utmost

freedom consistent with safety

but the utmost safety consestent

with freedom."
• • •

lie suggested that a -changing

panel" of newspaper publishers

and government officials be es-

tablished to consider national

seeurity matters.

-This," he said, "would allevi-

ate leers on thigertel the pews
that anything egirentom

being done. I WOW Is see

responsibility gemeingd by the

press on what *Aid and what

should not be laalNldMd. If ttie•

don't, then magi* the govern-

ment should go *bead with the

plan."

The "plan" was not explained.

The order has been attacker]

•as a means of suppressing legiti-

mate news, and legislation to

(Whet the order is in prepara-

tion.

The AP managing editors asso-

ciation has passed a resolution

calling the order "a dangerous In-

strument of news suppression."
• • a..

Sawyer said he does nut Liver

forming a separate government

public information agency be-

cause "there are too many pub-

licity men in the governnwnt

now." And he minimized the

principal objections to the for
do/

advanced by some.

Hal Martin, San Jose,

Dies of Heart Attack
Sin Jose — Hal Martin, Et-

year-old industrial reporter for

the San Joie Mercury and a

long-time member' of the San

Jose Newspaper Guild, died in

San Jose following a heart

attic k.

Martin came to San Jose hum

Akron in 1943 where he had

edited is Plant paper for the

Goodrich compeny. He had also

worked on the Cleveland Plain

Dealer and the Charleston, W.

Va., Gazette.

Before entering the newspaper

business, Martin had been a

railroad telegrapher.

He is survived by his wife and

0 son.

MORE WOMEN PROTECTED

More than 2 million women

have been added to those cov-

ered by social security laws,

through extension of the act

effective January, 1951.

The ballot box is 
the voice of the 

moniker-

ship in the Ame
rican Newspaper 

Guild. And

every member has 
an equal voice in 

deter-

mining how the u
nion operates.

There is no rubb
er stamp stuff 

when a

vote is taken. A 
member can vote 

YES or .

NO on • questi
on as he tor she) 

sees fit.

Democratic guarantees 
aro spelled out 

in

the constitution 
of the American 

Newspaper

Guild. Voting by 
proxy is not *D

ewed in the

ANG or In any of 
its branches. A

ll questions

are decided by 
majority vole only.

Delegates elected by 
the locals set 

policies

of the America
n Newspaper 

Guild at annual

conventions. Officers, 
elected every 

tv4year5.

are nominated 
by delegates 

at the conven-

tion, but election 
is by secret 

ballot in mem-

bership referen
dum, if contests 

arise.

The membershi
p can override 

an act of the

convention by 
referendum action.

Guild members 
can speak up 

in meeting,

and can vote 
their conviction

s. Thus. the

Guild is run by 
the members, 

and functions

to answer th
e needs of th

e membershi
p.



•••

• •
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Ily HAROLD L. ICKES

In Frontier Magazine

A moral question is, involved

in the attempt that is once more

being made to turn over to the

oil interests, via the states, the

immensely rich off-shore oil

lands that the Supreme Court of

the United States, on more than

one occasion, has found never

belonged to them.

The states now affected, in the

order of the cases that were de-

cided against them, are Cali-

fornia, Texas and Louisiana.

These three states, concededly in

entirely good faith, for many

years assumed that they had title

to the so-called tidelands in

which enormous oil poets have

been found, and they proceeded

to grant leases to explore for

and capture oil, subject to a

royalty to be paid to the lessor.

In total, royalties that have

been paid have amounted to

great sums of money. Part of

these profits to the states have

been used for educational pur-

poses and the rest has been ex-

pended for other state purposes.
• • •

When I became Secretary of

the Interior in 1933, I found that

my predecessors had accepted

the theory that title to these off-

shore soil lands belonged to the

states upon which they abutted.

I accepted this policy without

question.
Applicants for oil leases in

these off-shore areas, on the

theory that title to them was in

the Federal Government, had

been prettying for federal leases

-In the belief, as a result of

opinions rendered by their law-

yers, that title in fact was in the

federal government. Finally one

i;

Page Four

•••

•
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OUR WORRIED INDUSTRY HAS 
ITS "FORTUNE" TOLD

Just Takes Nerve to Raise Ad
 Hates, Says Business

 Magazine

In "Newspaper Business: The

Death of a Formula," Fortune

magazine looks at the industry,

adds up the plus and minus

sigiu, and comes to the conclu-

gam that the daily newspaper

industry "has reached the end

of • formula and must evolve

a new one" to bring back the

old prosperity.
"Just the other day," Fortune

soya, "newspapers were making

juicy profits. They are still do-

ing prodigious business, but the

publishers are crying that they

am being pushed to the wall.

What happened? ..."
On the iurface, Fortune finds,

"U.S. newspapering looks health-

ier than it has been for years.

The signs of apparent vigor are

everywhere. Papers by the doz-

ens are moving into sparkling

new quarters. Circulation is at

an all-time high. Not only

has advertising linage increased

every year for the past nine,

but the newspapers are also get-

ting a larger share of the adver-

tising dollar at the expense of

other media."
Yet, the industry is "actually

weaker than it has been for

years," the article declares, and

points to "costs rising faster

than revenues since 1946."

The top villain of the piece

is the steadily mounting cost of

newsprint, the largest single cost

item of any daily paper with •

circulation of 25,000 or more.

Not too long ago, the writers

say, newsprint could be bought

cheaply, in any quantity, by

simply lifting the telephone.'

Even during the war, under a

controlled economy, newsprint

prices were relatively low. Only

when controls were removed

"did prices shoW any real climb,

gradually reaching the present

$116 level for Canadian output,

the principal source for Amer-

ican newspapers."
. The Canadian newsprint in-

dustry was quick to realize its

OK, But We Had It First,
Fumes Editor and Publisher

Edito & Publisher, trade paper for th
e American newspaper

Industry. goes slightly peevish in commenting e
ditorially on

For tune Magazine's article.

"Interesting and well-written. but 
there was nothing new

In it." says the *dials'. nut four paragraphs later: "It's all

true. every bit of It."

Chief complaint by E&P: Fortun
e's writers drew liberslly

on Viers own columns for material, but were neglectful in

crediting sources.
"Anyone who has read E&P consist

ently could have written

the same article," scolds the publisher
s house organ. "In fact,

It looks as if it were done that way."

E&P's editor ignored the fact that Fortu
ne's readers include

a group that E&P never reaches. .Th
e magazine article might

wall help condition the minds of those 
influential in setting

advertising budgets for big business, loo
sening the shock when

newspaper publishers, as they must, begin 
to up their space

rates.

favored position, and with more

thart 50 percent of the output

in the hands of four companies,

the squeeze was on.

Says Fortune: "Robert M. Fow-

ler is today alternately president

of the Newsprint Association of

Canada and, with a quick twist

of his cap, newsprint controller

for the Canadian government"

In distress now, says Fortune,

"the outcries of the publishers

were genuine, for the increase

really hurt. Because of it the

Hearst papers passed a dividend,

noting that the additional cost of

newsprint would almost exactly

equal their net after taxes for

the preceding year.
"The former owners of the

St. Louis Star-Times blamed ris-

Mg newsprint costs for the sale

of that paper to the Post Dis-

patch. Other profitable papers

broke into the loss column as

a result of the increase, and

even the most profitable had

their net drastically pared.

"The newsprint burden of the

papers mounted as they grew in

circulation and size — a growth

that raised total daily circulation

from 40 million to 53 million

since 1939, in addition to ir.-

creasing the number of pages

per copy:"
• • •

According to Editor and Pub-

lisher, the newsprint cost of the

average daily of above 100,000

circulation then amounted to

about 37 percent of the total cost.

The writers estimate that news-

print now represents about 40

percent of the cost "inasmuch

as prices have risen 16 percent

since late in 1950." And it ap-

pears to them that circulation

gains can no longer be counted

on to benefit more than half of

the costs.
But newsprint cost, according

to Fortune, while very much in

the picture, is not the whole

story. "For half a century," it

says, "the newspaper business,

as a business, operated on a

formula — raise circulatio
n and

leave advertising rates per

reader alone. Many a publishe
r

probably never recognized it 
as

a formula, for it worked so 
well

so long that it seemed like a
n

order of nature."
• • •

Since increasing circulation

volume in the face of greate
r

newsprint costs, is fraught with

danger, publishers are devising

means of using newsprint to

better advantage. Newsprint is

now being saved "by cutting

waste in the press room, tighten-

ing up in the return of unsold

papers, and slightly reducing the

page size."

Overlooked apparently, ars

some steps such as "dividing

page widths exactly into width

of the paper rolls and changing

the press rolls from 66 inches

to 64 to save paper and/or in-

crease the supply." '

Fortune claims that a recent

study of 15 small midwestern

dailies ''showed that none of

them have done so, though it

could better their newsprint

supply by about 5 percent; and

such a standout paper as the

New York Times is only now

considering it."
"The bite has also been put

on the newspaper buyer," For-

tune notes. Before World War If,

the usual revenue breakdown

was one-fourth from circulation,

three-fourths from advertising.

Today, the price of most daily

papers having jumped from 2

or 3 cents to 5, and Sunday pa-

pers from 10 to 15 cents, the

average large newspaper de-

rives about a third of revenue

from circulation."
• • •

The formula of raising circu-

lation and leaving advertising

rates undisturbed, no longer

works, Fortune believes. While

it did work "the old formula did

beautifully on both the revenue

and the expense side. A cir-

culation increase brought addi-

tional revenue not only front the

sale of copies but also from ad-

vertising, since the advertising

rate per line could on the whola

be raised in proportion to the

increased circulation."

"Now the formula is peteriug

out because the 'intractable'

costs, of which newsprint is by

far the greatest, have become so

large a proporion of total ex-

pense. It still works well-for

small papers up to about 20,000

circulation, whose newsprint bill

generally runs 15 percent of the

total expense or less and whose

only worry is the problem a
supply rather than price."

• • •

Both competitive and monop-

oly papers, in the opinion of the

writers, are "reluctant" to ad-

vance their rates, although they

recognize the necessity. The sur-

vival of large daily newspapers

"obviously" depends on sharply

increased advertising rates even

with the loss of linage.

"Raising the rates," Fortune

says, "is largely a matter of

nerve for monopoly-town pa-

pers; plus the conviction that

advertisers should not, and in

the long run will not, expect

newspaper advertising to be the

one commodity that still goe
s at

pre-war bargain rates.

"For the competitive cities,"

the writers quote the sugges
tion

of one editor, who advises "
a

little unlawful conspiracy in 
re-

straint of trade."

is strange," the article con-

cludes, "that American newspa-

pers on which there are so man
y

hot and heavy opinions, shoul
d

have been considered so sel
dom

by the public as part of the U.S.

economy. In the concern that

the press be free it has all bu
t

forgotten that it must also be

self-supporting and prosperous"

THERE'S LOTS OF MUD IN THOSE TIDELANDS
Ickes Says Off..shore Oil Fight Is Nation's "Dirtiest"

- — 
The former Secretary of the

Interior and self-styled "Old

Curmudgeon" her* discusses the

current attempt by congress to

override • Supreme Court ruling
and give back to private inter-

ests control of federally-owned
oil-rich coastal orators. The arti-

cle first appeared in Frontier,

western liberal monthly.

applicant presented his case to
me personally.
There was no question as to

my duty to consider his case,

which I did, with the result that

doubt arose in my mind as to

whether the decision originally

made, and subsequently main-

tained by my predecessors, was
a proper finding under the law.

My conclusion was that a legal

question was involved which

should be,decided by the courts.
I stated the problem to President

Roosevelt and he agreed with
me that this was a question for
the courts.

It was the Supreme Court that

held that paramount rights and
interests in these off-shore oil

lands belong to the United
States, and therefore to all of
the people of the United States.
I never made any such decision,

although I have applauded it.
• • •

The moral question involved
in this issue, stated as simply as
possible, is: Is California or
Louisiana or Texas justified in
holding onto property as to
which they have been trespass-
ers, even if in good faith, after
the Supreme Court has said that
the property is not theirs?

Another question is involved
which is of the highest political
Importance. It is: To satisfy the

greed of gluttonous oil interests

shall we encourage congress in
effect, to overrule a carefully

considered opinion of the Su-
preme Court of the United

States, thus doing a grave hurt,
not only to the court itself, but
to our kristitutions, that it will
take more than time to heal?

Is there anything to the Anier-

icort political ideal, as we have

vaunted, when the dollar, even
though it is depreciated, tempts
our greed? Just how patriotic
are the oil interests or Cali-

fornia, Louisiana and Texas
when it comes to accepting

gracefully decisions of the Su-
preme Court that will put them
on a basis of equality with other
states instead of at an unfair
advantage?
There has been going on in

the halls of congress, in both

branches, one of the dirtiest
fights on this tidelands issue that
I have ever witnessed.

• • •

I have followed the arguments
indulged in by such men as sen-
ator Connally of Texas, as well
as Representatives Walter of

Pennsylvania and Boykin of
Alabama. If one did not know
what the facts actually are, one
would be justified in believing
that the real purpose behind the
Walter bill is not to get control
of the off-shore oil lands from
the United States "under false
pretenses" in order to make
them more accessible on more
satisfactory terms to the oil
interests--no indeed! The patri-
otic and unselfish motive is to
prevent the rapacious federal
government from absconding
with all of the inland waterways.
The incredible Association of

state attorneys general, gen-

ataarsia

erously financed, it is believed,

by the oil interests, has also

thrown itself into this fight for

this lofty reason. Moreover,

Senator Tom Connally and others

are all excited by the thought of

federal ownership of off-shore

oil lands because this would

tend toward socialism.

Texas and Louisiana and Cali-

fornia may be given title to off-

shore mineral oil lands to lease

to private interests, but there

apparently would be no danger

of socialism in such cases. So-

cialism rears its ugly head only

when the United States takes

possession of property which be-

longs to it and grants leases to

explore for oil or other minerals.
• • •

The argument for raping the

tidelands for the advantage of
the oil interests is based upon
a tissue of lies—no other word
is apt enough to describe the

situation. The fact is that the
Federal Government has fre-

quently and publicly disclaimed
any idea of exercising any juris-

diction over the inland water-
ways, to say nothing of claiming
title to any of them.
This is a matter of record 13o.

clear and explicit that Senator
O'Mahoney of Wyoming, a short,
time ago, on the floor of the
Senate felt called upon to try
again to set the record straight,
so far as inland waterways are
concerned.
But the light-lingered who are

out to pick the pockets of Uncle
Sam of these off-shore oil lands
do not wish to have the record
set straight. They persist in their
defamatory and untruthful state-
ments to that degree that one is
tempted to suggest the revival
of the Ananias Club made fam-

ous by the late Theodore Roose-

velt, so that all of the irre-

sponsible gentry who keep re-

peating what they must know to

be a lie can become honorary

members.
Those who are opposed to the

Walter bill and similar legisla-

tion have • proposed that the

profits from the federally-owned

oil lands be apportioned among

all the states on a fair pro rata

basis for the benefit of education

the facilities for which, in al-

most every part of the United

States, have been rapidly de-

teriorating of late years for lack

of money to support them.
• • •

The schools need money to re-

pair old, and buy new equip-

ment; we need to maintain our

school buildings and add sub-

stantially to what we now have:

we need higher pay to hold onto

the teachers who are leaving the

schools by the thousands as welt

as to attract new teachers.

' This new national domain con-

stitutes the greatest source of

possible new national income

since the Louisiana Purchase.

Yet it is apparently the inten-

tion of such men as representa-

'tive Walter and senator Con-

nally to turn this enormous na-

tional wealth over to greedy oil

interests while adjuring the edu-

cation that used to be the rich-

est heritage of our children "to

go hang."
When the story of this brazen

betrayal by a congress that is

supposed to represent the people

against the avaricious comes to

be written, those who would

pick the pockets of the people

in order to gratify the cupidity

of the oil aristocracy will richly

earn their page of infamy.

de'

,

•
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Senate 'Special Interest' Tax Bill
Scored as 'Unjust', 'Impractical'
Washington — Sharp criticis

m

iatie
from many 

sources is leveled

Lt the x nbeiwil. $15t is ,506 ,0s00 
bad that0'04:W Se

one of the bill's 
principal oppo-

nents, Sen. Hubert 
Humphrey

(D.-Minna, was f
orced to indict

the Senate's fin
ance committee's

long-delayed brain child
 on as

many as eight counts.
 All the

points of objection, said the

senator, seem to have been
 "de-

liberately contrived" to 
benefit

special interests as agains
t the

wage-earners and the small bu
ai-

neTssmeonneThe  hope for the public

is that it Is still a sena
te bill,

subject to compromise wit
h the

lower house. The final 
measure

will be the work of cong
ress as

a whole, and may yet 
prevent

heavier tax burdens upon
 low-

income groups.
• • •

As it stands, "the bill is 
un-

just," the Minnesota senator

pointed out, "because it opens

Coast Newsman
Is Freed From
Contempt Charge
San Francisco—Guildsma

n

Dick Hyer, Call-Bulletin staff

Writer, has been freed front

threatened contempt proceed-

ings arising out of the federa
l

grand jury income tax bureau

investigation here.

'dyer had refused to reveal

confidential news sources to the

jury, for which he was threat
-

ened by an assistant federal

attorney with a citation for

contempt.
The newsman, who had writ-

ten a series of exclusive articles

on the tax bureau investigation,

declined to disclose his news

sources on grounds it might tend

, to incriminate him.

His stories may have played

an important role in. the recent

suspension of Internal Revenue

Collector James G. Smyth an
d

several lesser officials in the

bureau by top federal author-

ities.

— For bettor legislation keep

ON eye

•
•

•

•

on year coegressman.

the door wide for 'favorite'

groups to escape from their- share

of the burden and gives Big

Business a billion dollars of tax

relief at the expense of small

business and individuals."'

In lopping off more than $4,-

500,000,000 from Pres. Truman's

calculated estimate of a balanced

budget, said the senator, the

senate committee made "inade-

quate" fistatl provisions and ag-

gravated "an already bad infla-

tion situation."

The bill falls le dose matey

tax loopholes, particularly the

income-splitting provision of the

law which gives high-income

groups $2,500.000,000 in tax re-

lief. It also fails to plug another

loophole, the so-called depletion

allowance, by means of which

powerful oil and mining inter-

ests can deduct 271 i percent of

their income even before co
m-

puting taxes.
• • •

The finance committee, s
ays

Humphrey, rejected house-ap-

proved provisions to impose a

20 percent withholding 
tax on

interest, royalties and 
dividends.

Yet it 'liberalized" the 
law on

taxation of rich family 
partner-

ships, giving them still further

opportunity to gain more tax

reductions,
the grab—a rich gift 

to richer

people—was made retroa
ctive to

11391
Other inequities of t

he bill,

according to the Senator and

liberal-minded senate 
associates,

include "relief provi
sions," again

for the rich; -but ignores the

Treasury's request for an in-

crease on capital gain
s from 25

to 281-h2 percent. In like 
manner,

the bill rejects an i
ncrease of

$610 millions on 
excess profits

already approved by 
the house.

The committee did 
reduce taxes

on,. individuals, but 
there, too,

high income' groups 
have been

favored. The vast 
majority of

small taxpayers — 81 
percent —

would benefit from the bill to

the extent of 
$200,000,000. The

high income grou
ps, or only 19

percent of all t
axable persons,

.will be cutting a $300,000,000

melon.
• • •

These and many 
more inequi-

ties of the Senat
e tax bill are

being bitterly fought by 
Pres.

Truman's liberal 
supporters at

the joint conferences of both

houses. It has been 
almost nine

e

44

months :once the President sent

his budget message to rongres•

asking tor a $10,000,000,000 tax

bill and urging that all loop-

holes he /slogged. No one knows

as yet how much congress wilt

give him to protect the country

against threatening aggression.

But five months have elapsed

since committee hearings began

in the senate, and it may well

be another month before the

country knows how the tax
burden will be Shared.

HAWAII SY 
PROXY—Twin City 

Guildsman George 
Guise of the

Minneapolis Star news 
desk. a hula 

fancier of long 
standing,

couldn't get to Honolulu 
this year, so he 

had Virginia 
Safford, Star

and Tribune columnist, 
bring him back 

• grass skirt 
front her

Hawaiian trip. He's shown 
•icauting a fast 

step, with 
admiring

Guildsmen Frank Mur
ray. Star and 

Tribune unit 
chairman (kneel-

ing). and Don Brottrom 
lending 

encouragement.

Phone Girls
Vote for Gold
Cleveland—The score was 5

to 0 in en NLRB-conducted elec-

tion for telephone department

employees of the Cleveland

News, in which the Cleveland

Guild was designated,

Chico Goes for
Guild in Vote
ChM*. C.4111,--Einpispei oldie

Chico Enterprise-Record voted

'foe thiGuild, 17 to II, in an el
ec-

tion nducted by the NLRB to

deter iiie a bargaining agent.

COLTON BOOK IS

GUILD CLUB PICK

"Sagas of Struggle' by 
Sant

Colton, a collection of so
me of

the more colorful inciden
ts in

the struggle of the American

labor movenvent, Ia.,. the Sep-

ternber-Oettther selection of 
the

Guild Book Plan, according 1,1

Milton Zatinsky, ANG e
duca-

tion directet.

The lat-tnendhly pocket, whkb

also * espy of the UAW

inessnitte Antatualtion and we-

oral pamphlets, will be sent to

oubacribere shortly. The current

selections intik the start o
f the

second year of operation 
for the

club.

•

ate'

THERE'S A KNACK 
to crowning a que

en, and Minnesota's new 
governor, C. Elmer Anders

on, at the

left, who will functi
on at the coronation

 of Twin Cities' Miss 
Page One at the Guild loca

l's Page One

Ball October 27, is 
being shown how it

's done. Modeling for the regal ch
apeau is James Far

ber.

former newsman and 
now Anderson's 

secretary, while at the right ars Rolf Felstead. Star and

Tribune. and Richar
d Weak, St. Paul 

Dispatch and Pioneer Pres
s, both covering the 

capitol beat.

Proceeds of the ball go
 to the Clogsion 

memorial fun/ for cancer 
research, established in 

tribute to

• former local 
treasurer, Caroline 

Clogston.

Truck Drivers
Certified at
Toronto Star

Toronto--The T
oronto News-

paper Guild is 
certified to repre-

sent the 82 tr
uck drivers em-

ployed by the 
Star circulation

department, the 
Ontario labor

rejations board h
as announced.

The group will 
be the fifth to

seek a Guild 
contract at the

Star, where 
organization was

launched in 1949 among 
edi-

torial departmen
t employes. Sol

e

remaining area not organized

under Guild 
jurisdiction is the

advertising d
epartment.

SFONG Members

Get Club Posts
San Francisco 

-- Guildsinan

Ray Leavitt 
was elected 

presi-

dent and five other SFONG

members were 
named to other

official positiona 
in the annua

l

election of the 
Press & Union

League Club-he
re.

Leavitt, city hall 
reporter for

the Chronicle, succeeds 
Dick

Chase, city hall 
reporter for the

News.
Harvey H. Wi

ng, police re-

porter for the 
News and a for-

mer SFONG 
vice president, 

was

chosen as first 
vice president 

of

the recently 
reorganized club.

Elet ted as dub 
directors were

George K. 
Thompson and John

T.Callaban, Call
-Bulletin; Stuart

McClure, Examiner,
 and Hugh

B E. Brown, 
News.

•

'',74.'''''')u•s•041A,4.--: •".9,,•

Pulitzer Winner Is Former

Akron Guild President
Akron It may be a news-

paper story about Ko
rea's Heart-

break Ridge, a sy
ndicated yam

about Gen. MacA
rthur fading

out of the minds o
f the Japa-

nese or . a political piece 
about

Gov. Dewey in a 
national maga-

zine.
They carry the by-line of

Keyes Beech, 
prize-winning

correspondent and onetim
e presi-

dent of the Akron 
Newspaper

Guild.
Beech and his prolific type-

writer are back in the
 Far East

producing copy for the 
Chicago

Daily News Foreign 
Service.

It was a aeries of 
Korean War

articles which won Beech a

Pulitzer Prize for 
international

reporting last May. lie 
also has

won the Page One 
Award of the

Chicago Newspaper 
Guild and

the Distinguished 
Service Award

of Sigma Delta Chi, national

journalism fraternity.

Beech, a slender guy with

greying hair and dark
, intense

eyes, started his newspaper

career on the St. Petersburg,

Fla., Evening I
ndependent.

He came to the B
eacon Jour-"

• nal in 1937, ser
ved as delegate

to the ANG 
coevention in 1940

and entered the M
arine Corps as

a Pacific theater 
combat corre-

spondent during Worl
d War H.

He has worked abro
ad for the

Chicago Daily News for five

years.
The Pulitzer p

rizewinner, re-

newing acquainta
nceship in

Akron during a state
-side visit,

declared, "coverage of the 
Ko-

rean war was the 
toughest in

modern history. And I've been

told the toughest since the Civil

War, although I didn't cover

that one."
Referring to MacArthur's re•

lime, he charged, "correspond-
-

rots got little or no help front

the Army public relation offi-

cers."
Recently from Tokyo, Beech

wrote: "Gen. Ridgway's attitude

is a refreshing chine. He doesn'
t

,

KEYES BEECH

On Korea Assignment

cater to the press but withi
n the

limits of military security he

sees to it that the preset is
 kept

informed. And he shows 
some

understanding of correspond-

ents' problems."

_

an-
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HE SAYS AP SPORTS PROSE 
TRIPS BUT

By ABEL FOX

Guild Member, Ineop.

San Francisco—Obviously the

managing editors of the Asso-

ciated Press newspapers do not

read the sports wire for which

they pay so dearly.

The evidence is the fact that

they failed to gag, however

slightly, on this statement:

"In general the AP sports

staff continued its superior cov-

erage during 1951 and was un-

matched in completeness and

reliability."

The statement was contained *

In a report by the APME's con-

tinuing study committee at the

editors' September meeting here.

By comparison with the other

wire services, the report may be

true, and that is a sad commen-

tary indeed.
The AP sports department ap-

parently operates on the theory

that it is wrong to say in 10

words anything that can be ex-

panded into 100.
To be a top-notch, sports

writer for AP one must also

deal, so it would seem, in the

trite and trivial, in redundancy

and loose grammar.
It probably is fortunate for

the Associated Press that the

people who receive the copy are

"sports scribes."
It also is fortunate that the

people who read the stuff have

been taught by bitter experi-

ence to expect nothing better.

Out of Chicago July 28 came

a sparkling bulletin in which it

was reported that the Cubs beat

the Philadelphia PhiIli's "tor

their fourth consecutive shutout

victory in a row."
The July 28 report under a

Boston dateline had Manager

Steve O'Neill of the Red Sox

Writer Cites Horrible Examples from 
Wire Files

Abel Fox Is the pseudonym

of. good Guild member, whose

views the editor deems worth

printing. even though the writer

has asked that his identity not

be disclosed in GB columns.

Here Fox has some fun with

a hardy target —111. Associated

Press.

obviously pleased by a victory

over the Cleveland Indians. The

story contained this sentence:

•"Wasn't that something," he

eurred. Please! O'Neill mur-

mured, whispered, observed,

commented, or just plain said,

but he did NOT purr.

In the July 27 report there

was this masterpiece which was

passed along with the observa-

tion, 'This would gag the soul

of a saint."
It went:
"Joe DiMaggio sat in front of

his locker, stripped of his base-

ball gear, puffing absentmind-

edly on a cigarette. He was

alone except for a dose friend.

"All around him teammates

were still talking about Wed-

nesday's dramatic 2-1 victory."

DiMaggio was alone—except

for a close friend and a locker

room full of teammates.

Joe was asked a question, the

story continues:
"DiMaggio didn't answer for

a minute. He got up, blew a

cloud of smoke out through his

nostrils and flipped the cigarette

away."
The story went on thus for

430 words until DiMaggio de-

clared he was going to win over

whatever it 4was that had him

in a batting slump.
Then came the clincher end-

ing! I felt for old Joe. I knew

jitz guild. 111110
WHITE COLLAR. A study of
the "new middle classes." By

C. Wright MUM. Oxford Uni-
varsity Press, New York. 378

1,13. 35.

Organized labor has long rec-

ognized the importance of white

collar workers and their claim to

a definite place in the labor

movement. Since the beginning

ef the 20th Century their union-

ization has had more of an uphill

fight than other labor groups.

Today slightly more than 80 per-

cent of the nation's white collar

workers still lack union protec-

tion.
The new book is a somewhat

pessimistic evaluation. It is also

the first well-organized attempt

at gathering systematic informa-

tion on what Prof. Mills calls the

"new middle classes."

"To understand white collar

workers," writes Prof, Mills, 'it

is necessary to draw at least a

rough sketch of the social struc-

ture of which they are a part."

This he does in polished detail

but in a style not too conducive

to easy reading.

With surgical skill he dissects

white collar workers and their

environment, revealing what

makes them tick. And this re-

viewer--himself • private in the

white collar army squirmed

more than once.
To Prof. Mills the white collar

worker is "the little man." in-

articulate, bewildered. From

above he is often patronized as

"merely" a clerk, a sales girl, a

receptionist. But from below,

parents often make painful sacri-

fices to help children wear white

collars, not overalls, to work. •

The serious student of labor

problems will find information

on the many white collar worlds,

from managerial primadonnaa to

the multitude of girl Fridays,

clerk typists and what have you.

The chapters devoted to white

collar unionism and politics con-

fain new and be!1:11 mist:Tian!

i collar

JLT aft as Se Wield et
in the '

Wafts folks work-

ers, says Prof. Mills, have made
much progress, even though they
still lag behind other labor
unions. Today the principal
fields organized include commu-
nications (of which the Amer-
ican Newspaper Guild is an ex-
ample), transportation, enter-
tainment and the postal service
of the federal government. He
indicates further progress as a
foregone conclusion at the pre-
sent high level of union labor's
prestige, organizing experience
and other assets.
In politics Prof. Mills considers

the white collar workers just as
uncertain of their status as they
are in their general way of life.
But the political atmosphere of
present-day unions with their
concentration on strictly eco-
nomic issues finds a good deal of
response among the unorganized,
he thinks. As a group they are
largely conservative and not in-
terested in "any change in the
system of work and life."

Altogether, "White Collar" is
rewarding reading for those with
a close interest in white collar
organizing activities. The casual
reader may find it somewhat
tedious.

LABOR LAW. Reginald Parker,
Claridge, NYC. 130 pp. $1.00.

In the realization that the
Taft-Hartley act is longer-lived
than at first believed, and in
view of the enactment of the
1949 wage and hour law, the
author has revised apd updated
his manual first issued four years
ago.
While it does not eliminate the

need for current and constant
counsel on legal problems of a-
labor union, the book does repay
a complete reading, and is good
ground work for those who may
be unaware of the deadfall§ dug
by MOM Taft and Hartley in
what the author rightly terms
the "meet complex and obscure

t=s.of law on our statute•
The work is in question-and-

answer form, and its appendix
contains the texts of both the
Taft-Hartley and wage and hour
laws.

he was going to do or die, b
ut

I didn't know for what tea
m.

The story never said, but it con-

cluded:

"DiMaggio said it very quietly

through tight lips. Seeing the

serious, determined look on his

face when he said it, and hear-

ing the quiet, calm and ctinfl-

dent way in which he said it,

you left with the feeling—and

hope—that Joe 'will lick if."

Who, me?

The Sept. 27 report out of Bos-

ton had the Brooklyn Dodgers

"literally ripping" the Boston

Braves. Would somebody please

deliver a Webster'i to Boston?

Then there are such matters

in the report as the Sept. 26

story horn New York reporting

that the fourth fight between

Sandy Saddler and Willie Pep

was the "fourth annual renewal."

Possibly the writer meant third

renewal?
A real prize was relayed

by Richmond, Va., from Wil-

liamsburg alter the William &

Mary sports scandal "stunned

the campus."

The faculty, it seems, put out

a "ferocious statement" that pro-

duced a "deafening silence from

all officials of the department of

athletics."

After producing the deafening

silence, the story promptly pro-

ceeded to quote officials in the

next paragraph-- and that should

qualify as the neatest trick of

the week.

Then there are those classics,

dates forgotten, which reported

that a boxer was —dripping

blood from every pore" and a

woman golfer "literally scorched

the course."

St. Louis wrote Sept. 13, "the

lone hit off Spahn x x X came
from the bat of losing pitcher

Al Brazle." It would be inter-

esting to know with what else

a hit can be obtained in baseball

these days.

The Sugar Ray Robinson-

Randy Turpin boxing contest

resulted in a 970-word story,

but none of those words incor-

porated the weights of the fight-

ers nor the number of rounds

scheduled.

This same story produced a

40-word first paragraph, a 60-
word second paragraph and a

40-Word third graph. It also con-

tained this masterpiece of some-

thing or other:

"The small difference in opin-

ion was understandable, for there

had been rugged round after

round in which the two battlers

had met furiously, dug into

each other's vitals, without either

scoring any real advantage. It

was an exacting struggle to

score with any degree of cer-

tainty. The only thing for sure

was that both were trying."

A writer apparently felt an

urge to paint "an intimate word

picture of the new baseball com-

missioner, Ford C. Frick, shortly

after his election.

HEAVILY

One of his stories began: .
"A casual glance, or eve.: a

good long gander at Ford Frick
might give you the impression
the new baseball commissioner's
name should be written in on
the ballot when they come to
select the 10 best-dressed men."

Dead-pan, the writer reported

that Frick's taste ran to "con-

servative, board-meeting styles
ia suits" and that "the hues he
favors" run to brown or grey.

Furthermore, the writer con-

' Untied, Frick does not go to
night clubs very often, likes golf
and curling, is slim and 57 years
of age.
The canny neporter,noted that

Frick wore glasses, in these

words:
"He slipped the wings of

his horn-rimmed specs through
his rather bushy, grey-sprinkled
hair, adjusted them over his ears,

and began to glance through the
mass of telegrams and letters
on his desk.
"Have to w.rar these now to

read," he said, adding slyly:

"Nothing wrong with my eyes

that youth wouldn't cure."

Now isn't Frick a sly old dog?

And isn't that the coziest, most

intimate piece of news you ever

read?
No kidding, newspapers pay

money for that stuff.
These are not isolated exam-

ples. You, too, may occupy a

dull night with the AP sports

report. It's more fun, t#in..go-

ing to movies.

REPORT ON "PRESS EXPANSION"—

National Reporter Prints Second
Sample Issue of Projected Daily
A ten-page sample issue of the

National Reporter, projected na-

tional labor daily which is now

seeking pledges guaranteeing

23,000 subscriptions, has been

printed at Pittsburgh and dis-

tributed widely to international

unions which have voted or are

considering support for the

Venture.

The pilot home is of standard

size, eight columns to the page,
and follows the format used in

putting out a similar sample last

winter.

Its contents, however, are in

a new pattern. The issue of last
winter was devoted largely to
the story of how the unions of

Pittsburgh had beaten a pub-

lisher lockout a year ago by

joining forces and publishing a
daily newspaper for a majoi US
city. The venture was not only
a demonstration of cooperation
among union locals, but was a
financial success.

The proceeds from that under-
taking are being devoted now to

promotion of the proposed labor

newspaper.
• • *

The current sample carries

general news gathered from na-

tional and world sources, of the
sort calculated Ls serve labor
leaders and rank-and-file union

members in a special way.

Dated September 26, its lead
story tells of the defeat the pre-
ceding day of the bloc of liberal
US senators opposing the $5.5
billion tax bill. And in an inside
feature story there are extensive
quotes from Senator Hubert

Humphrey's analysis of the bill's
evils.

• olo •

Particularly useful are rumma -
Tie" of certificaticata and orders
by the National labor relations
board, listed by name and case
numbers, and with sufficient

background data to identify the
item for more complete refer-
ence.

The SUMMATICS are pi inted in

such form that they can be

easily clipped and filed.
There is liberal use of art, in-

cluding photographs, cartoons,

graphs, and a half-page of pic-

tures from "The Sad Sack Goes

Home," the recruiting comic

book which army brass with-

drew from circulation and

burned.
News of union activities over

the whole field of organized

labor and a full page of editorial

comment and opinion round out
the issue.

• • •

Sam B. Eubanks, who at the

end of this month retires as ex-

ecutive vice president of the
Guild, is heading up the promo-
tion of the new daily.
His Washington office reports

that response to the nationwide

GRAND RAPIDS

. Editor: We of the Grand
Rapids Guild want the ANG to
know of our deep appreciation
for the help given us during the
recent dispsite with the publisher
of The Herald over the firing of
an employe, by Edwin W. Scott,
executive secretary of the De-
troit Guild.
He came to Grand Rapids

when things were about at their
blackest when we were "all
thumbs" and not knowing even
whether or not we had a legal
leg to stand on. With a few in.
formal meetings, during which
he seemed to assimilate an the
Information there was with
amazing ease and speed, he set
us straight with wise profes-
sional advice. Meanwhile, he
was busy contacting leaders of
other Grand Rapids labor groups,
assaying accurately their poten-
tial support, and talking to man-
agement, too.
By his calm yet thorough ap-

proach to the matter, Ed Scott

appeal for subscription pledges

is excellent.
The subscription price for the

paper is $20 • year. The quota
of 25,000 subscribers would mean

that operation of the enterprise
would be independent of ad-

vertising revenee, for which ad-

mittedly the field would be

limited. Ihilk4sa that quota is

met by advance pledges, the

publication will not be under-

taken.
Guild locals have been sup-

plied not only with the samples

but with subscription pledge
forms, and in a letter to local

officers Secretary-Treasurer

Ralph B. Novak has urged that

executive boards and officers be-

come subscribers. The Pittsburgh

ANG convention gave unquali-

fied support to the venture.

did more during those few days

toward rallying the morale of

the local here, of reaffirming its

faith in itself, than could h
ave

been done by any independent

action of the unit itself.
Ed Scott will always be one of

the Grand Rapids Guild's best

friends,
JAM= M. IDRMA, Secreta

ry.

Lads= shall be nudged to

NI wads and shall avoid liky.1
and addaela dafrinsesstal to

palessui Ma& =sct
the Chad. liiimbore

-.ilipselsolity to reply in
!ha gum bum but publication
al ellher Mods we reply shall
nag be delayed Imager has one
Waft
Dorian elections or referenda

letters on the question to ap-
pair in !he edition inuriediaidy

=11212anilbsi dhitributioa of

be confined to 7e.
amaterlal appearing in

the preening edifies.
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By BLS Standards-

Elderly Retired Couple Must

flare Income of at Least $1,800
Washington — A "modest 

but

adequate" level of living 
for a

retired elderly couple
 costs be-

tween $1,700 and $1,800
 a year

at October' 1950 
price levels in

nearly half of 34 cities
 surveyed

by the U. S. Labor 
Department's

Bureau of Labor Statistics. Cos
t

estimates ranged from 
$1,602 in

New Orleans to 
$1,908 in Mil-

waukee.
An article summarizing the

Bureau's findings appears 
in the

September Monthly Labor
 Re-

view. ,
The level of living in the

elderly couple's budget is 
similar

to that of the city worker's

family budget for four 
persons,

October 1950 costs of which
 were

estimated by BLS for the 
same

34 cities and published 
earlier

this year. The Bureau's estimate
s

of the cost for the four-
person

family budget ranged from $3,-

453 in New Orleans to $
3,933 in

Milwaukee.
• • •

Since last October, the 
con-

sumers' price index, which re-

flects the change in costa of

goods and services bough
t by

moderate-income urban fam
ilies,

has gone up about 6 per
cent.

The budget for an elderly

couple costs about half that 
for

the larger family. It is als
o less

than the amount the Bureau

estimates would be req
uired to

provide the same level of 
living

for all types of two-pers
on fam-

ilies — young employed as 
well

as the elderly retired. A
ll two-

person families on the 
average

would require' about 65 
percent

of the four-person family 
budget

cost.
The budget family, a r

etired

husband and wife, about 65 
years

of age, who maintain their own

two- or three-room rented dwell-

ing, is representative of many, of

those receiving or potentially

eligible for old-age assistance or

retirement benefits
• • •

The budget includes goods and

services "necessary for a health-

ful, self-respecting mode of liv-

ing that allows normal partic-

ipation its the life of the com-

munity in :cordance watt cur-

rent Amen i in standards." So-

cial and conventional as well as

physiological needs are taken

into acount The budget applies

to elderly couples who are able

to get about and care for them-

selves, with the husband retired

or having only occasional em
-

ployment. The family owns no

automobile.

The most important factor

causing differences in the co
st

of the elderly couple's budget

between cities was the variation

Twin Cities—Increases ie 
mini-

mums ranging from $1.48 
-to $7

have been negotiated in 
renewal

contracts with the Minn
eapolis

Star and Trilatme and 
the St.

Paul Dispatch and Pioneer Press

by the Twin Cities local.
Top minimum for the key edi-

torial classifications on both

papers and display sale
smen in

St. Paul was raised $6.

In Minneapolis the new top

minimum for editorial 
classifica-

tions is $107.50 after four 
years,

with the starting rate 
remaining

$50. Top minimum for 
stenog-

raphers is up from $47 to $5
2.50

after five 'years, while 
circula-

tion district managers 
go front

$71.25 to $75 after four 
years.

In St. Paul the editorial 
classi-

fications and display salesmen

are raised to $104 after 
four

years, the, starting rate front

$47.20 to $49.45. Circu
lation city

district supervisors are 
raised

from $57 to $65, cou
nty super-

visors from $60 to $65, 
phone

operators from $46 to $48.
25. and

stenographers from $44 to 
$46.11,

all after four years.
The St. Paul contract is 

retro-

active to June 1, Minne
apolis to

July 1, and both' are 
for one

year. Richard Wanek and 
Frank

Murray, St. Paul and 
Minne-

apolis unit chairmen 
respective-

ly, headed the two 
negotiating

committees.

American Song 
Sounds

Like Hitler's—Ba
nned

Munich, Germany 
police have

banned the American 
popular

song "Enjoy Yo
urself' on the

ground that it is 
identical in

tune with the "Ho
rst Wessel."

What Tin Pan Alley 
won't do

for a melody!

in cost of housing of comparable

quality, the article said. Aver-

age yearly rent for a two- or

three-room dwelling, plus cost of

gas, electricity, water, and heat-

ing fuel, ranged from $436 in

New Orleans to $705 in Mil-

Waukee. The combined cost of

food, clothing, housefurnishings,

and all other items included in

the 1?udget ranged from $1,126

in Savannah to $1,269 in Seattle.

Income needs of persons reach-

ing retirement age have long

been a subject of discussion, the

article noted. It said that public

concern over the effects of re
-

cent price rises on persons with

fixed incomes lends particular

significance to the findings now,

as does the increasing prop
ortion

of older persons in the countr
y's

total population. The 65
-year-

and-over age group totaled 
12.3

million in 1950, representing 1

in 12 in the general popul
ation.

Ban Francisco—Voluntary pre-

paid health insurance plans ha
ve

been tried and found wan
ting,

and some kind of compulso
ry

health insurance will be neces-

sary to relieve the nilddl
e-in-

come groups of -the burden 
of

unexpected medical bills.

This conclusion was reached
by the University of California

's -

Heller committee for research 
in

social economics in a scientific

study of the coat of medicaT ca
re

among middle-income Californ
ia

families.
• • •

Emily Huntington, professor

of economics and chairman 
of

the committee, said the study

revealed that San Francisco bay

area families with an  
ge

income of $4,100 a year spend 
an

average of six percent at 
their

income for medical care —half

again as much as in 1930.

average, goes for dental 
ram

she reported.
Professor Huntington conceded

that the average family ex-

penditure of $296.66 a year for

medical and dental care is not

intolerable, but pointed out:

"Advice to families to budget

In advance for medical expense
s

Is futile. Not even the most fa
r-

sighted advisor can tell a family

what sum to set aside each

month."

Her report noted, too, that'

oftentimes among families in 
the

$4,000 income level medi
cal bills

of V500 a year can cause
 a stag-

gering and even disastrous finan-

cial burden.
Site found that voluntary 

med-

ical care plans, an the
 whole,

have proved unsa
tisfactory,

mainly because most illnesses

involved home care, while the

ornmonest insurance plans pro
-

tected only for hospital c
are.

• •
The answer, according t

o her

report, is compulsory he
alth is-

Another one and one-half per- 
Durance, at least for the low

 and

cent of family income. on 
the moderate income groups.

news is something the p
ublic wants

There's a whale of
 a difference 

between "news" and

"News." And whic
h is meant, 

depends on whether yo
u

use an upper- or 
a JOWCr-Case 

initial.

In the same 
way, it makes a 

big difference 
whether

you use a capital 
"C" on Coke—th

e friendly a
bbrevi-

ation for 
Coca-Cola. Spelled 

with a lower-case 
initial,

it means 
something else 

entirely.

Coke is a proper
 name. 

Therefore, correct usa
ge calls

for the capital 
initial always—just 

as you use a capi
tal

initial when yOU 
write News and

 mean the nam
e

of a paper.

Also, Coke is a 
registered trade-m

ark. Good practice

THE COCA
-COLA

requires the owner of a 
trade-mark to protect it dili-

gently. That's another 
reason why we keep asking you

to use the capital "C"
 when you use Coke in 

print.

.fik for it either way

...both trade-mark,

,,an the JONIe thing. 6taca
ok(
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THERE'S a lively exchange of

insults going on between Rep.

Richard Vail, Illinois Republican,

and Guildsman Art Riordan,

editor of the lUE-C10 News.

Riordan exploded wrathfully

into print in his editorial column

on the occasion of Vail's intro-

duction of a mildly insane con-

gressional bill which would re-

quire newspaper publishers to

identify as Guild-written any

news or comment authored by a

member of this union.

In his righteous indignation,

Riordan properly dressed down,

the Chicagoan, recounted the

Guild's successful fight against

communism in its leadership

and then had something to say

about slanting—ifeWs stories at

the behest of publishers. it had,.

he wrote, happened to him.

Then came a letter from Vail,

who had seen Riordan's piece

reprinted. in the csational CIO

News. Riordan, said Vail, had dis-

torted the truth, either through

ignorance or malice. Riordan is

clearly, Vail avowed, the sort of

newsman that Vail's bill is in-

tended to combat, "a liability to

the newspaper profession, the

reading public and the best in-

terest of the country."

That really touched Riordan

off, and in this week's issue he

hammers back joyously with a

belligerence which all who know

him will recognize.

He makes some telling points.

For example, he takes the issue

of slanting news back to Vail's

home district, where the non-

Guild Chicago Tribune slants the

news so thoroughly that it dis-

tributed a first edition after the

1948 election, proclaiming Dewey

the winner over Truman.

Riordan asks whether Vail

considers the Tribune's slanting

"a liability to the newspaper

profession, etc."
It Vail is only a fraction

brighter than his sponsorship of

anti-Guild legislation would In-

dicate, he will bow quietly out

of the current debate.

•
Arai having tried the vari-

ous devices ot serving refresh-

ments, offering • door prize, and

coaxing, pleading and cajoling—

all to boost attendance at Guild

meetings, officers of the Lake

Superior local got a bit des-

perate.

The following front page notice

went into their local bulletin:

ARE YOU READY FOR

THE AM'

It's pathetic that those who

need the Guild most are the

most apathetic.

It will be even more pathetic

when the apathetic Guild

members ens suspended. But

that's the way We going to be.

That's the way it has to be.

The Guild is fed up with

members-in-name only—mem-

bers who gorge on the benefits

secured for them by active

Guildsmen—and give nothing

in return.

The Guild will no longer

pamper parasites, free riders.

deadheads. deadbeats. rugged

individualists and on-the-fence

sitters. From now on Guild

members are going to be good.

paid-up members or out they

go. 

Thisis the last warning

they're going to get.

Soon they'll gel the ulti-

matum: Get in or get out.

If they can't get interested

In the Guild, the Guild isn't

interested in them.

That did the trick. Next meet-

ing saw 85 percent of the Duluth

members present when the gavel

fell. Local officers claim no copy-

right privileges on ;he text; any-

body can try it.

•

NOW it's an escalator clause

in a divorce decree.
A judge in California has

ruled that alimony payments

will be based on the BLS. price

index. If the index rises, so do

the payments by the ex-hubby;

if the index falls, the divorcee's

income wanes likewise.
First appearance of the esca-

lator plan in a national labor

contract was only a few years

ago, in a pact signed by the

UAW-C10. This California de-

velopment makes it appear that

Walter Reuther has launched a

Trend.

By CHALMERS M. ROB
ERTS

Washington Guild

FOR the fir
st time in a long while 

there's a

chance, but not much more as
 yet, that con-

gress may pass a bill to grant 
newspapermen the

privilege of refusing to reveal 
sources of informa-

tion to a federal court.

Representative Louis B. Heller, an 
aggres'sive

New York Democrat, has filed
 a bill to do just

that and hearings are likely wh
en congress gets

back in January. The reason 
I think there is

some chance of passage this time 
(a dozen similar

efforts in the, past 25 years having gotten 
no-

where) is the part newspapers have 
been playing

recently in disclosures of crime, 
graft and cor-

ruption. Much of the important i
nformation has

come from sources who would talk 
to reporters

only in confidence.
• • •

HELLER'S bill -Would providec

''A witness who is employed by a new
s-

paper, news service, newspaper synd
icate, peri-

odical, or radio or television station or 
network,

as a writer, reporter, correspondent, or c
ommen-

tator, or in any other capacity directly inv
olved

in the gathering or presentation of news,
 shall

not be required in any court of the United S
tates

to disclose - the source of any information o
b-

tained in such capacity, unless in the opinion 
of

the court such disclosure is necessary in the

interests of national security or to avoid the con-

cealment of a crime."

Heller's bill is the outgrowth of a declaration

by Federal Judge John C. Knox in New York

last spring that Leonard Lyons as a newspaper

reporter or columnist had no right to claim a

privilege "akin to that which exists between a

lawyer and his client, a minister and his penitent

or a doctor and his patient." Knox said he had

gone into the law thoroughly and "I find he has

no such privilege."
• •

DECENTLY reporter Ted Link refused to tell

a senate committee some of his news sources

and the senators didn't press him; in fact several

made it clear they would oppose any move to do

so. In effect, this particular congressional COM-

mittee (investigating the Bill Boyle, et al, case)

granted the privilege. But that's different from

a federal court.

The law in general recognizes that certain

communications are confidential: husband-wife,

attorney-client, doctor - patient, cleric-penitent.

John Hettich, 54,

Dies At San Diego
San Diego John V. Ilettich,

54, newspaperman and recog-
nized authority on early aviation

history, died in the Naval Hos-
pital, San Diego. He had been
on the staffs of the St. Louis
Globe-Democrat, the San Diego
Union and the former San Diego
Daily Journal.

Hettich became acquainted
with pioneer aviators when his

family lived near Son Diego. -

Our Daily Bread . . .

- From Inside Page CloO, Clikage CAM

all started with • typo in the Guild centred."

-onallatil111111111101eletr

But the tight to establish a re
porter-news source

relationship with the same privilege
 has had only

partial success: 12 states so far h
ave granted the

privilege in state courts.

The Library of Congress referenc
e service says

these- states have such statutes:
 Alabama, Ari-

zona, Arkansas, California, Indi
ana, Kentucky,

Maryland, Michigan, Montana, New Jersey
, Ohio

and Pennsylvania. Efforts in other states to get

similar laws on the books have flopped
 but it is

heartening to know that 11 of the 
12 successes

have come since 1936.

In 1948 the Law revision commiss
ion of the

state of New York reported it found
 no evidence

that the administration of justice 
has suffered as

a result of any of these state law
s. But that

wasn't enough to get a bill through 
Alban?.

• • •

JOHN PETER 
ZENGER went to jail back in

1734 for refusing to identify a letter-
to-the-

editor writer and a fair number of fel
low news-

papermen have done so In the interven
ing years.

At this year's Guild convention at Pit
tsburgh,

the delegates adopted a resolution no
ting that

recent court cases have renewed the q
uestion of

"professional ethics" among news men as t
o their

sources, and directed that a code be draf
ted for

consideration of the 1952 convention.
• • •

THE language of the Heller bill seems to
 me

to be quite reasonable. The courts must h
ave

discretion, even though "in the interests
 of na-

tional security" and "to avoid the conce
alment

of a crime" are broad phrases. Of cour
se, the

libel laws would still protect the public aga
inst

stories with anonymous sources.

As of this writing Chairman Emanuel C
eller

of the house judiciary committee has not 
yet

ordered hearings on the Heller bill so there i
s

time for newspapermen around the U. S. to ge
t

together case histories they think ought to be

presented to congress as reasons for passing such

a bill.
• • •

CHEERY note
 from Washington: there's a defi-

nite feeling here that for the first time since

McCartbyism began, the Wisconsin senatnr is on

the defensive. Concensus is that his attacks 
on

fellow senators of the conservative school, instea
d

of only on such liberals as Benton of Connecticut
,

has got his neck far, far out. Truman is already

deep in the give-him-hell stage with more to

come. As a result .the more timid 'souls in the

administration hnnistrtateiior 
eyes.

flgetting up off the floor and( 

Elmer Davis Is Memorial
Lecturer for Twin Cities
Twin Citi•s — Elmer Davis,

news analyst for the American

Broadcasting Co., will deliver
the fifth annual Guild Memorial
lecture Nov. 3 at Minneapolis.
He will discuss the responsi-

bility of the press in the current
international crisis.
The annual Guild lecture was

established in 1947 under joint
sponsorship of the Twin Cities
Newspaper Guild and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota school of
journalism in memory of three
Minneapolis newspapermen who
lost their lives in World War II:
Carroll Bon, Lawrence Crave
and Riley McKny.

• • •

Previous lecturers were Mar-
quis Childs, Thomas Stokes,
James Reston and Dr. Reinhold
Niebuhr.

Winner of the 1950 Peabody

award for best news commen-

, tator, Davis has just returned

from a six-week tour of Europe.

He is a former Rhodes scholar,

, New York Times correspondent,

CBS news analyst, author of

nearly a dozen books and war-

time director of the office of

war information. He was a guest

speaker at the 1943 Guild con-

vention in Boston.

Peak Profits Loom

Business Head Says

Chicago—Proflta and dividends

for corporations in 1951 will h
it

about the record highs of 195
0,

according to Henry J. Si
monson.

Jr., president of National 
Se-

curities 8c,Research Corp.
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