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Los Angeles, Calif.—Just a week before Christm.

members were thrown out of work when the Daily News,
paper suddenly was suspended by Publisher Cl

. and selected assets to the reactionary,

—Cartoon By Bernard Seaman, NY Guild

- MC.Kinnc;n Folds LA News,
330 Get Xmas Pink Slips

as some 330 Los Anfzéles Guild

NEW YORK, N. Y., DECEMBER 24, 1954

the city’s only liberal news-

inton D. McKinnon after he had sold the
anti-union Times-Mirror Co. headed by

Norman Chandler. The action leaves the fiercely competitive Los Angeles newspaper

' field to the Chandler and Hearst interests, eac

While the News had been
in éinancial difficulties in re-
cent years, the sale and sus-

came with unex-
suddenness, while
Guild and other union lead-
ers, attorneys and News

employes were seeking A

means to insure continued
publication.

* For the  Guild, the story
‘ Jesked out Saturday morning
 when a member in the display
wm&-wnm—m
Mirror advertising department
hunngMcuufornnnd
slated to run in the News on

Monday, and requesting the .

Cash Will Help

; The Guild Reporter has
been asked by the Los An-
geles local to appeal for im-
mediate help in meeting hard-
ship cases among Guild
members caught in the sus-
pension of the Daily News.

LANG has moved $1,000
into an emergency fund and
.} the Los Angeles Press Club
has put up $1,500. Present in-
dications are that more will
be needed to tide over press-
ing cases, and contributions
will be welcomed from Guild
Jocal treasuries and indivi-
duals. !

Checks should be made out
to  “Daily News Welfare
Fund” and sent to the Guild
at 1010° Broadway, Los An-
. geles. y

cuts h sent over. When the
amazed Guild member asked
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loid, which last Monday blos-
somed out as the Mirror and
Daily News.

Meanwhile nationally and lo-

h with a morning and evening paper.

the Justice Department anti-
trust division to investigate the
suspension.

Locally, the Los Angeles Guild
has transferred $1.000 from its
defense fund for direct financial
aid to hard-hit Guild members,
the Press Club has made $1,5600
available for the same purpose,
and both groups have set up
placement committees to help

Guild members were hardest
hit by the destruction of the

(Continued on Page 4)

Waterbury Guild Is
Connecticut’s 2nd

. occasions in the past year, the G

e
. A

An Editorial
On the West Coast and the East, newspaper ppb-
to their loyal em-

erased.

i
:
i
?

On the East Coast, there is some hope. John Fox,
er

the financier, still must answer to shocked and angry
Boston Guildsmen for his callous firing o

f 58 people at

on desks and
didn’t even take them down when I came by.” Mr. Fox
said he fired 50 of them for economy; at the same time
he told the Federal Communications Commission he was
down to his last million and half dollars in surplus.

In killing the Daily News, McKinnon deprived Los
Angeles of its only politically liberal newspaper. ‘

But this attack on freedom of the press, the freedom
of the people to read, will go unwept by the ardent de-
fenders of press freedom in the publishers’ associations,
This, like the stifling’ of the Washington Times-Herald,
was committed by publishers.

This merger (or murder) should be examined by
the Federal Trade Commission and the Justice Depart-
ment in their study of monopoly trends. For it has re-
duced the competition for dollars and of ideas in Los
Angeles, by leaving the field to, two interests—the labor-
hating Chandlers of the Times-Mirror company, and the
Hearsts, who bait the Guild at the Examiner but live
with it at the Herald-Express.

What makes the Daily News' murder particularly
loathsome is that McKinnon committed it despite all
efforts of the Guild to p the s life, On three
v agreed to McKin-
non's gimmicks. But at the end he was cynically trying
to goad the Guild into a strike which would have coincided
with the date he had set for the death of his paper.

Post Calls Back Four
Of 58 'Shotgunned”

Boston, Mass.—The number of firings at the Boston
Post dropped to 54 last week as Publisher John Fox got
snarled in his own “efficiency.” .

Fox, who admits spend-
ing no more than 30 days at
the Post in the last six
months, ordered 58 Post
employes laid off—50 for
“economy” and eight for
“inefficiency”—after a per-
sonal tour of the plant. The
tour disclosed, he said,
“that the same news cov-
erage that we are now get-
ting could be obtained with

a fewer number of employes
without strain on anyone,”

veloped.

Six employes were offered
their jobs back and two others
were dismissed.

In the meantime, Fox and
the Post appeared to be having
trouble meeting the $100,000

bered apprehensively his
tion of last March. At that time
Fox declared:

“One of the papers now in
Boston will not be here on
Christmas Eve, 1954.”

Just before Guild Reporter
press time, the dismissed em-
ployes finally received their
severance pay checks after
beirlg put off for two days.

Ed Bl »

But somewhere the strain de- (

By 31 to 21 Vote

‘ Waterbury, “Conn. — The Waterbury Republican-
American became the only Guild daily newspaper in
Connecticut last Friday when edi employes beat
back a stiff management campaign and voted 31 to 21
for the American Newspaper Guild as their-collective
bargaining agent. ; :

One ballot was challenged by the company as all 53
of the eligibles voted in the National Labor Relations
Board election. ; i ’.

The six-week
excited wide interest in t
state as other publishers
requested the AP bureau in

New Haven to file a story
on the outcome. :
Connecticut’s other Guild local

(Continued, on Page 2)

There were these additional
developments:

® Post management insisted
on separate and individual arbi-
trations of each dismissal while
the Guild pressed for two—one
covering the “economy” lay-offs
and the other covering the “in-
efficiency” discharges.

® The Post agreed to change
the cause for dismissal to “econ.
omy” for the eight employes
originally fired for “inefficien-
cy,” if they agree to waive re.
hiring rights.
® The Post Guild unit post-
(Continued on Page §)
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e Election S, Meenes, New President
| At Charlotte .

Charlotte, N. C.—By a count

Page Two
The State of The Union . ..

‘Case Histories’ -

Point Up Methods
Of Adding Members

| By RALPH B, NOVAK
Executive Vice President

Ol, YOU SAY, we are convinced we ought to go out‘l)nd sign

; il the non-members in our jurisdiction, but how do we go
about it? : +

. Well, the answer is that it all depends on why they're non-

. members. lvmmu.w'nmi;mhnnoﬂm

jdeas about him, a person, and every person reacts differently to

|

i

Here are some case histories that might give you ideas of

Mwmmmm-upmmuymm ~

ow them the figures. .
v’uha,ton-&(thuou old members was shocked into doing

. 1l be damned,” said he, “if I'm going to let this happen to
an wrlh‘ﬂu I fought so hard for in the old days. Tell me
what get back in good standing. 1 want to do something

He was asked at the right time—for him. $

'l‘l CASE OF THE LONG-TIME HOLD-OUT-Another local

has Guild shop provisions that require new employes
hhhthocdldvuunndyemﬂdontuhdnofru-rldor
mﬂl it got our questionnaire on the extent of Guild

The questionnaire brought a sudden realization that there

indeed some non-members in Guild jurisdiction—people who
been non-members so long that the Guild had given up hope
signing them, But hope or no hope, the questionnaire spurred
the local officers into action.

. First approach was to an old-timer who had held out against
1 every time he was asked.

“You've been here 20 years,” he was told, “and it's' gbout
the Guild.”
“Yeah,” he said, “I guess I ought to at that, Give me a

he had forgotten why he had refused to join the Guild
before. But this time he was asked at the right time. ;

FHE CASE OF THE HARD-SELL—This one goes back a few
A years, to a local which decided to put its organizing drive on

an assembly-line basis. In each department, an organizing com-
_mittee was named to coincide in numbers with the number of

£ &3
F;
I
{

I'm sure first 11 told you all about
the benefits of the Guild. I'm not going to tell you how much you
need the Guild. You know what you're getting from the Guild

“But even if you think you don’t need the Guild enough to
become & member, the Guild needs you. You've been here a long
time, You're a highly respected man and a very capable worker:
1t’d be a big advantage of that

that's essential: you have to ask the person to join.

fact that every non-member is an individual with indi-
vidual reactions doesn’t rule out the mass approach to the problem,
so long as you don't expect that approach to produce the same

results with everyone.

Pmml‘s“‘:.“lmﬂodmllvhhhhhm
apolis start
_turned out to be a cold, eht, "ﬁmmmm' 3
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A FEW of the many ways you sign up a
t, as the case histories show, there’s one

of 21 to 13, editorial employes
of the Charlotte Observer have

rejected the Charlotte News- .

paper Guild as bargaining
agent. An election was held
under direction of the National
Labor Relations Board after a
majority of those eligible had
signed Guild application, cards
and paid initiation fees and one
month’s dues,

Ironically, there were 21 such

applicants, the same number as -

turned up in the “No” column
when the votes were counted.’

The Guild is under contract
with the Observer’s competing
daily, the News, for its editorial

‘department. .

hearing on December 3.

The new local, which will hold
Charter No. 76, held its first
general membership meeting at
the Hotel Elton in Waterbury,
adopted by-laws and elected the
following officers: Eugene L.
Martin, Republican wire editor,
president; George T. Dillon,
American wire editor, vice presi-
dent; Francis J. (Doc) McIner.
ney, Republican assistant sports
editor, treasurer; Mary Leon-

hard, assistant society editor, -

secretary; and William B,
(Hank) O’'Donnell, Republican

lmm.MDmA.C«'

viello, Republican photographer,
executive committee members.
The newspapers have a'com-
bined circulation of approxi.
mately 60,000; circulation of the
Sunday Republican is about 43,
000. American-Republican, Ine.,
also owns local radio station
WBRY and the Eastern Color
Printing Co., a major supplier
of comic supplements and comic

Pat Stafford, Sec’y, LANG ~ §

Los Angeles, Calif —Sidney
Meenes has been elected pres-
ident of the Los Angeles News-
paper Guild, and Pat - Stafford
has . been -named secretary, as
the result of unopposed nomin-
ations for their offices.

Contests for the others gave
vice presidencies to T. J. Kree
and Jack Abramson, the treasur-

During the 30’s a Guild unit
was formed at the Republican-
American, but if was unable to
get a contract. About the same
time a local was organized on
the old Waterbury Democrat, an
evening paper which was bought
out by Republican - American
Publisher William ~J. Pape in
1946. The Democrat group won
a contract after a week’s strike
and remained in existence for
seven years. The IEB in 1941
voted to cancel its charter, when
the local membership had been
reduced to. a handful. The early
charter number, 75, issued in
1934, is now assigned to the re.
activated Waterbury group.

In 1940 the Republican-Amer-
jcan’s expose of multi-million.
dollar corruption in the city ad-
ministration won a  Pulitzer
prize for meritorious public
service.

The successful organizing

and among more than 10,000
UAW-CIO members in-the city,
known as “The Brass Center
the World.” ool

Contract negotiations are ex-
pected to begin after the first
of the year.

Frank Erickson and Jack Lock-
wood.

Brown and Lewis Allison were
elected to the California-Nevada
Distriet Council, and ' fourteem

the two vice presidencies. Heén-
ry Lee was a nominee for the

Mabel McKee

Terre Haute, Ind. — Guild
members here attended funeral
services for Mabel McKee, a
charter member and former
president. of the Terr Haute
Newspaper Gu ‘who died
after a newspaper career of
nearly 34 years. She had been
on the staff of the Terre Haute
Star since 1929,

A minister’s daughter; Miss
McKee became a néwspaper
writer as-a child of 11, The
Vincennes Sun published an ac-
count she wrote of a “dongtien’
party” parishioners arranged
for the family’s supply of wine
ter provisions. The Sun offered
her a subseription in return for
future church news items, which
she supplied regularly.

Miss McKee attended Indiana
State Teachers Coliege and
Columbia University, and
taught school for several years
before becoming a reporter for
the Terre Post. She
transferred to Star when it
bought the Post’s interests.

She was active in civic enter-
prises, serving as a director of
the Volunteers of America, and
holding membership in the Al-
trusa and the Business and
Professional Women’s clubs.

Writing was her avocation,
too. She contributed to a
series of church peri als, and
had three published books] the
first of which, “The Heart of a
Rose” was published by
Fleming H. Revell in 1918 and’
totalled sales of more than
125,000 copies. ;

Two brothers and a sister
survive.

$3 per year, Single copy iS¢
zﬂn‘lu
2 a.m-..ﬁ! ‘ﬂ:‘f
Office under act of Aug:m
. Dec. 24, 1954 Yol. XXII Ne. 1
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the laundry machine, where de-
tergents and their virtues were
exhaustively covered.

There is talk of issuing for-
mal certificates attesting com-
pletion of the training course,
" feeding of infants was some- the graduates to receive the de-
gree of P.P.P.P That stands,
of course, for Proud and Pro-
ficient Pueblo Parents.

BRUCE CATTON - - EDWIN A. LAHEY JOHN W. VANDERCOOK

Judm' of this year's American Newspaper Guild Heywood Broun Award competi-
tion will continue the tradition of journalistic excellence that has been -a hallmark of

the memorial since its inception. ‘
As formal announcement went out this week to all locals and the press generally
that -the coveted Broun Award of $500 in cash and a Guild citation will be presented
in February for the fourteenth consecutive year, three nationally known  journalisme
radio-literary personages were named judges.
y They are Bruce Catton,
. Edwin A. Lahey and John
L W. Vandercook.
Bruce Catton's newest ven-
. ture in the publication field is
editorship of the magazine “The
American Heritage,” a presen-
tation in fine format of histori-
cal material, launched last
month by the American Heri-
tage Foundation. .
. Catton won the 1954 National
Book Award for Non-Fiction,
and is the author of “The War
Lords of Washington,” 1948, and
a Civil War trilogy, “Mr. Lin-
coln’s Army,” “Glory Road,”
and “A Stillness at Appomat-’

. Niel
. "daughter, Belinda; while Dale’
Moren is the father of Stanley
Dana, born November 7.

and his bride, Sculptress Mar. ,

garet Metzgeér, toured the far

places of the world, His traveld

resulted in books, “Black

Majesty,” 1928, which sold in

best-seller figures, and “Em- ,

press of the Dusk,” bought for

picture purposes by M-G-M,

among many other titles, plus

magazine articles for Harper's,

Asia, National Geographic and !

the Saturday Evening Post. ! '
He was'in North Africa and {

Italy; when the Cassino offen- !

sive was launched, and flew

to London in time to cover the i

D-Day invasion of France.
Broun Award Chairman Ed.

ward J. Donohoe, Scranton Lo.

and another year during which
he was a Nieman Fellow at
Harvard University, Lahey’s
news experience has been both
constant and varied.

He did police beat coverage,
court work, feature writing and
other routines, until in 1937 he
began specializing in the labor
news field. An editorial column
followed, but for the past five
years he has been on general
assignment centering chiefly in
Washington. Foreign jobs took
him to four continents. »

Late in World War II he
went by air to the China-India-
Burma theater and thence to

tox” (1951-58). North Africa and Italy. He
The last named brought him & has covered Great "nﬂuh' cal 177, advised ANG headquar-
Pulitzer Award. Scasdinavis and Prases, aad o UM Mascs. Cation, Labey

and Vandercook expressed
themselves pleased and privi-
leged to accept his invitation
to” select the winner of the
Broun Award for outstanding
Mmdlm istic achievement during

Simultaneously, the new
Broun Award chairman issuwed
a reminder that the deadline
for the receipt of entries at
ANG headquarters is Febroary
1, 1955, The panel of judges will
examine exhibits in New York
on Saturday, February 12, and
submit their report to the IEB
the following day.

Subsequent to announcement
of the winner, there will be a
fornial presentation of the cash
award and citation, either in the
recipient’s home city or some

He was born in 1899 in jast year made an extensive tour
Michigan, attended Oberlin Col- through South Afriea, report.
lege until interrupted by # Navy ing on native unrest in that
enlistment, and quit before his garea. g
Lahey has close and exten-
sive friendship with Washing-
ton news sources, and these
contacts have paid off in numer-
ous exclusive stories, He has
covered three national political
campaigns with their prelimi-
nary conventions. One of his
stories is credited with lead-
ing to the working agreement
between the late Senator Robert
A. Taft and Eisenhower,

John W, Vandercobk brings to
his currént job of radio news
commentator for the C10’s daily
quarter-hour broadcast a wide
experience in many flelds.

—Photo By Glenn U, Nichols, Pueblo Guild

- PUEBLO POPS—Four Colorado Guildsmen form a New Fathers'
'm_-cmmalmahumwummm
powdering technique with his month-old daughter as a delighted
model. Left to right are Howard Kaplan, Dale Molen and Nathan - o..jy vears and serving actively
Nielsen. All became parents within the past five months. Kaplan in its behslf.

and Hudson sre, respectively, president and vice president of the  He spent 16 years with NEA
y..u.(;um‘:.[. s service in a variety of work,

3 ending up as a Washington cor-
respondent. He was in govern-

SFONG Aids Charity Fund 5 &5 e
from Film Benefit Cash

Harriman, now New .York's
San Francisco, Calif. — A clude two made in memory of - Among his specialties he lists other mutually convenient loca-
ehor for $1,000 has been tarned  Philip. Murray, late CIO presi- “gime, el o government SUthorship of books, exploring, tion. ks
-ever by the San Francisco.Oak- ~dent, and Heywood Broun, o4 Catton has devoted full a turn as a Broadway actor, Donohoe, named. last June by

‘ jand Newspaper Guild to the founder and first president of work as a roving.assignment the IEB to suceeed Wade Frank-

‘eommunity’s United Crusade, in the Guild. Onie goes to the City g, 1504 recollections of meet- newspaper man, and as feature Jin of the Chicago Sun-Times,
wid of health and welfare pro- ‘of Hope, labor-supported sani- ..o Ciyvil War veterans at editor of the old New York RBroun 'Award chairman . for

photography and collection of ‘
primitive wood carvings. e::“mumhn: st i
ing has won high acclaim for  Born in England of American “The intent of the annual
its research value, accuracy and Parents, he started travelling Broun Award for outstanding
te. ‘ when three weeks old, and in journalistic achievement does
his fifty-two years he has not need -elaboration. It has
élocked more than 80 countries been made clear over the years.
in his journeyings. In simple terms, it means jour-
He quit Yale University to go nalistic achievement in the spirit
on the stage, where “two micro- of Heywood Broun, the founder
scopically small” roles led him of the American Newspa
to switch careers. He started Guild. '-
newspaper work in Columbus, “The spirit of Heywood Broun
Ohio, on the Citizen, following Was distinguished by an unceas.
withdml)ohh'm-' ing devotion to the public in-
ton, Baltimore and New York, terest and an abiding concern
the last being the feature spot for the underdog, whose vigor.
on the now defunct Graphic. thm.lﬁm
For the next twelve years he Continued on Page 6)

other to St. Anthony’s Din-
Room, a charitable activity
the Franciscan Fathers here.

‘Dividends As Usual

Century-Fox film, “Desiree.” Di rs of Hearst Consoli-
Bome $4,000 was netted from gjoieq Publications declared a
SDA G Bl dividend of 43% cents a share
The $1,000 contribution was
made by Edward O’Connor and payable Dec. 15 on A stock.
Douglas Lovelace, president and A few months ago, the corpo-
ration advised its stockholders

past president of the Guild, to
~ John C. Neukom, Crusade cam- of a net loss of $1,266,500 for
the first nine months of this

paign chairman. Lovelace is a
year, compared with a net in-

' Qirector of the city's Federated
Fund which conducts the annual [ 0 g1 552,400 for the same
porlod bbb yoar. - 5 .

iF

The gift is one . of several period, and his historical writ-
which the Guild local plans to

miake of the proceeds realized
from Guild sponsorship of the
world premiere of the 20th

S

Crusade, :
; Other eontributions will in.
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; .. McKinnon Folds

In Deal With.Chandlers

* (Continued from Page 1)
News, The Guild contract cov-
ered all non-mechanical de-
partments, and its jurisdiction
comprised the bulk of the 450
employes of the paper. While
mechanical crafts have found
work for all their displaced
members in other shops around
the city, for Guild members,
especially editorial and circu-
lation, theé job outlook is dim.
They also face the loss of much
if not all of their accumulated
severance pay credits.

McKinnon's transaction left
what lawyers termed “an in-
eredible mess” of financial and
legal involvements.

A former Democratic con-
gressman, and publisher of the
now defunct San Diego Jour-
nal, McKinnon purchased the

' Daily News a year ago. The

paper at that time was known
to be in financial difficulties.

To the Guild in particular,
and Los Angeles organized la-
Lor generally, McKinson's

JOSEPH L. CAMPO
Represents ANG in LA

“gell-out” to the Chandler or-
ganization was particularly re-
pre! because they had
made all possible efforts during
the year of his operations to

‘help make the paper a going

concern.

The Guild during that period
bad agreed to defer payment of
wage increases, had agreed to
radicgl changes in the circula-
tion t intended to re-
duce costs, and had attempted
to help find methods of avoid-
ing immediate severance pay
liabilities through changes in
the corporate setup to permit
expansion and the securing of
new capital. Together with
other segments of organized
Iabor the Guild had co-operated
in circulation and promotion
drives for the paper.

The result of these labor ac-
tivities was that within the
year the paper showed a 20
percent increase in circulation,
an increase of more than 25
percent in advertising linage,
and a cutting in half of the
annual’ operating deficit Me-
Kinnon inherited. (The figures
were cited by MeKinnon in his
formal statement on the sale,
An which he took full eredit for

" To Skip Severance Debt

cent months, and apparently de-
cided to get out at all costs.

In October the situation
eased temporarily when Robert
K. Straus, New York magazine
publisher, secured an option on
the paper. Last Friday Straus
announced that he was relin-
quishing the option because cer-
tain Californians who oyiginally
had agreed to join his syndi-
cate for refinancing the paper
had withdrawn, and he felt that
he could net undertake the task
without local backing.

The actual final crisis began
some weeks ago whev the crafts
settled wage negotiations with
other Los Angeles papers and
forced the News to go along,
following a strike threat.

On Dec. 10 the Guild re-
minded McKinnon of an agree-
ment—part of last year's con-

week’s salary which the unit
to defer until the

%

in New York that he was drop-
ping his option. That same day,
amid reports that McKinnon's
bank had stopped credit and
the paper was in imminent dan-

 ger of collapse, a plantwide

meeting of employes explored
means of supplying financing to

Lewis. This committee; aug-
mented by union officials and
attorneys, then met with Me-
Kinnon to determine exactly

' what the situation was.

At this meeting McKinnon
said the outlook was dim, but
refused to commit himself de-
finitely as to whether the News

" would or would fét publish the

ness which totals $340.000.
000

Meaiiwhile Guild - members
were left holding the bag to
the tune of more than $800,-
000. Included in the total are
pay for the last week's pay de-
ferred a year ago to aid Me-
Kinnon in getting started, no-
tice pay, accrued vacation pay
and severance pay provided by
the contract. S

Additionally, McKinnon had
held back a substantial amount
of employe payroll deduction
for the credit union, making it
impossible for employes éither
to borrow money from that
source or secure return of their
own investments. He also had
held back some $1,200 in
checked--off dues, $196,000 in
withholding taxes, money due
for Blue Cross and other wel-
fare plan premiums, and about
$4,500 due the crafts in retro-
active pay increases.

A few days ago McKinnon
deposited with the state labor
commissioner $52.500 to cover
the two weeks’' pay due, $12,-
000 due the credit union, and
money due for the insurance
premiums. He also deposited
with the government $196,000
to cover the withholding tax
liability.

The government, meanwhile,
filed a tax lien against Me-
Kinnon's bank account—report-
edly depleted—to cover bhoth the
withholding tax liability apd
an unpaid excess profits tax
liability of $265,000 which Me-
Kinnon assumed when he
bought the Daily News.

The Guild and the steering
committee have retained the
law firm of Loeb & Loeb to
work with local counsel Robert
Rissman on disentangling the
financial skeins and trying to
salvage as much severance pay
as possible for the Guild mem-

: Olbﬁ.llltrnu'w‘

following Monday.

He admitted that he had sev-
eral prospective purchasers but
could not tell how serious they
were, refused to promise the
employes advance notice in
case suspension was the final
answer, and brushed of as “teo
late” various employe sug-
gestions for helping to meet
the emergency.

The possibility that McKin-
non might sell out to Chand-
Jer did not come up for dis-
cussion at the meeting. The
publisher’s statement to the
employes that “What happens
te me is secondary, the com-
tinued publication of the paper
is first in all our thoughts”,
appeared to preclude such an
eventuality. %

the actual sale to

rack stands, came the next day
as a stunning surprise not only
to the employes but to McKin-
non’s executives on the paper.
His closest associates knew
nothing of the sale until Me-
Kinnon announced it to them
as an accomplished fict Satur-
day afternoon.

In a bankruptey proceeding,
only severance and vacation
credits accumulating in the 90-
day period prior to the filing of
bankruptey have priority claims.
Other severance pay credits are
in the same class as general
debts owed.

So far no bankruptey proceed-
ings have been started, but a
meeting of creditors is sched-
uled for next week. Guild mem-
bers as a group constitute the
largest creditor because of the
severance pay total. The con-
tract calls for one week's such
pay for each six months of ser-
vice, with a maximum of 50
weeks pay.

The history of the News lin

i

P

A year ago, the paper was
operating at an annual deficit
of & .million dollars, and had
been through a prolonged period
of heavy circulation and adver-
tising linage losses.

At that point the syndicate,
headed by Robert L. Smith,
which had purchased control of
the paper in August of 1962,
lookéd for a buyer. McKinnon
took ovex last Christmas Eve
with the statement that ha was
entering “more than a business
venture—a crusade for a free
and honest press.”

Smith added that many op-
portunities had arisen to sell to
other than a Democratically-in-
clinéd buyer, but had been turn-
ed down largely because of his
conviction that a city as large
as Los Angeles should not suf-
fer the blight of a “one-party
press.”

In buying the News, McKin-
non took on a heavy financial

‘burden, but he found whole-

hearted backing among organ-
izedf labor in the area. The AFL
undertook to spearhead a drive
for new subscriptions, a move
in which the Guild and other
CIO. unions co-operated fully.
At the time the Guild
made far - reaching concessions
to ease McKinnon's path. At the
time he assumed ownership, ne-
gotiations for a new contract
with the News just had been

SAM LEWIS
Heads Steering Committee

concluded. The Guild agreed to
reopen negotiations with Me-
Kinnon, and worked out a form-
ula under which the retroactive
increase due was paid in lieu

,of one regular week's salary,

with that week’s pay to be paid
by the week of Dec. 12 of this

year, ,
. In addition the Guild agreed

to a complete revamping of the
circulation setup, and also

EMERGENCY SESSION—Los Angeles Daily News employes the Embassy Auditorium
to discuss immediate measures after Publisher McKinnon

sold their daily into oblivien. Hardship
cases eame in for first consideration. ; £

AM to altering existing ad-
vertising commission systems.

Last summer, when MecKin-
non was casting around for s
nmeans of easing his-indebted-

dollars needed to make the pa-
per a going concern. :

< When Straus secured his op-
tion in October, it looked h-iz.
ly as though he had succeeded.
But prospective California par-
ticipants backed out, and Straus
announced that he could not
take on the project alone.

: greater
local support than T have found
available.”

During the year of McKin-
non’s operations, labor enthu-

his executives, held back credit
union funds deducted from em-
ployes’ pay, and reneged on
various promises.

For the Guild the final straw
was the refusal to abide by the
deferred pay agreement, after.
McKinnon had agreed to meet
craft increases and retroac-
tivity in the city.

At the same time there is a
strong suspicion that McKin-
non actually was trying to pre-
voke the Guild into striking to
mask his intended sale and
place himself in a position of
blaming the Guild for the de-
struction of the paper.

Lending weight to this view
is the fact that, while McKin-
non’s sell-out to Chandler came
as a complete surprise, it is evi-

dent from Chandler’s statement .

published in the combined Mir-
ror and the Daily News that
McKinnon had been working on
just such a deal for some time
longer than the 14-hour interval
between his Friday night meet-
ing with employes and the Sun-
day morning transaction.
s has stated,
(Continned on Page 5)

A

THE GUILD REPORTER, DECEMBER 24, 1954

1

e A gljmpse at the financial

“~ gffairs of the-Post and its pub-

jisher was given by Fox's state-
ments at a Federal Communi-
cations Commission hearing on
his applieation for a television
channel. . 3 i i
Following the reinstatement
offers, the departmental break-
down on the dismissals was:
Editorial 23, Advertising 13,
Building Service 10, Clmulgtion
7 and 1. ;
Forty-four of the employes
laid off are Guild members, in-
cluding the local treasurer, two
executive comniittee members,

the, 1
“and a former local president.

About a dozen of the Christ.
mas week lay-offs involved em-

ployes with more than 20 years -

pervice with the papers. Four
of the six photographers fired
had total service of mearly 100
’“"' . 3 L)

The haste and abandon with

'vhich the dismissal axe was

1

briefly in pegotiations for pur-.

wielded became apparent when
‘the Post discovered that six of

... Les Angeles

(Continued from Page 4)

the Daily News has been in dire
financial difficulties for some
time and the Times-Mirror Co..
was approached by a newspa-
per broker recently to ascertain
whether it would be interested
in acquiring certain of its as-
pets.”

Before he ‘came to Los An-
geles, other Guild locals had
brushed with McKinnon, and he
had won for himself a rather
questionable reputation as an
operator addicted to sharp prac-
tices in the newspaper field.

In San Diego, where he par-
layed three shopping throw-
sways into a temporarily sue-
cessful daily, the Guild and other
unions first encountered
tactics. When he started the
San Diego Journal, McKinnon
also sought and got enthusiastic
support from local unions who
helped him build cireulation. He
rode the crest of wartime pros-
perity but encountered difficul-
ties after the war and in Octo-
ber, 1947 wvold out. He left be-
hind a record of bad labor re-
lations, broken agreements, con-
stant staff changes and an in-
creasingly paternalistic policy
with an eye on benefits for Clin-
ton D. McKinnon. ?

A few months later he figured

chase of the Newspaper PM in
New York, after Marshall Field
had announced his withdrawal
from the New York scene. Then
on the verge of running for con-
gress, McKinnon professed him-
self willing to take over PM on
extremely favorable terms of -
fered by Field, provided the
Guild would agree to conditions
which in effect would junk its
contract. When New York local
officers tried to negotiate, he re-
fused to meet with them and
shortly announced he was. re-

__maining in San Didgo and pol-.

one accepted,
other two preferring to

two inside classified solicitors
were let go.
* L B

Fox, whose reputed worth was
-$25,000,000 when he bought the
Post in 1952, told the Wall
Street Journal that “the pri-
mary reason for the layoffs is
a personal tour that I as pub.
lisher made without announce-
ment around the Boston Post
one day last week. (It) disclosed
that at least 30 employes were
doing nothing except sitting
with their feet upon desks or
tables, that the samé news cov-
erage that we are now getting
could be obtained with a fewer
number of employes without
strain on anyone. All of our
employes who have not been laid
off or discharged are completely
happy and satisfied with the
operations of the Post.”

Printable comment from the
dismissed employes was unavail-
able.

But the Boston Guild imme.
diately challenged Fox’s state-
ments and the practical possi-
bility of determining the ade-
quacy of the staff in a single
tour through the plant.

“These statements are un-
justified by the facts and are
grossly unfair to the employes
discharged, all but eight of
whom were in management’s
own words discharged for ‘econ-
omy' and will be placed on a
rehiring list,” the Guild’s state-
ment said. “They are also in-
consistent with a statement of
Mr. Fox’s own general manager
in the sa issue of the Wall

The Journal had quoted Gen-
eral Manager McHenry Brown's
comment that “It's just a plain
case of economics. The business
is not there to justify the pay-
roll.”

The lay-offs represented a 16
percent reduction in the payroll.

Still at issue were how many
of the cases the Post would
agree to arbitrate, the question
of an arbitrator’s right to rein.
state employes discharged for
economy, and how the cases
would be arbitrated—individual-
ly or all at once. The Post pro-
poses that each case be arbi-
trated separately, but the Guild
has rejected this, pointing out
that such a procedure wonld
take years and would be ex-
tremely costly.

Some of the victims of the
mass firing preferred to thke
severance pay and bid Mr. Fox
a final goodbye rather than seek
reinstatement through arbitra-
tion.

Another question was whether
the dismissed employes. would
receive unemployment compen-
sation without a legal battle.
Administrative interpretations
of the Massachusetts law in the
past have been construed as
denying jobless pay for the
period of severance pay. But
these interpretations are mot in

Fox-What Manner Of|

John Fox likes to have money in his pocket. .,
He picked up most of his pocket mone y-—about-

1952, How much of it he still has left nobody, with the possible

seems to know. iy
* A two-part study of John
Fox titled “Moneyman
from South Boston” ap-
in Fortune, June and

, 1952. Fortune de-

an

as a nky

" cheeky young man with

Irish temper, a hard, flat
voice, and an incisive, arith-
metical mind—a rough-and-
tumble fighter and not at
all a polite antagonist, who
operated, figuratively, in
shirt sleeves.” 4

He picked up his pocket
money in the stocks and bonds
business, by buying cheap and
selling dear. FOrtune quotes
him: “I rolled the dice right
often enough and the numbers
just _got bigger and bigger. 1
was always right . . "

For example, he bought into
Western Union when its stock
was selling at about $20 a share
and became its chief stockholder
with 200,000 shares (about
16%). He sold about half of
this interest when he bought
the Boston Post. The stock was
then selling at about $39 a
share. :

During a ten year period he
also picked up pocket money in
U. 8. Leather Co., which was
liquidated, and its wholly owned
subsidiary, Keta Gas & 0il Co.;
North Penn Gas; 61 Broadway
Corp., which sold its building at
that address to Rensselaer Poly-
technic Institute for $10 million
and was later liquidated by
Fox; New England Gas & Elec-
tric Association, and other gas,
oil and real estate enterprises.

L] L] v

Fox didn’t always have pocket
money. He was born, on Decem-
ber 9, 1906, into a South Boston
Irish family. His father held
two jobs to keep the family go-
ing. #
He helped send himself
through Harvard as a jazz pian-
ist and commuted to classes by
trolley.

Now he explains his urge to

accord with the wording of the
statute, Guild counsei’

and the Boston local has pledged
to test the question in the
courts, if necessary.

Fox’s prediction that there
weuld be one less newspaper in
Boston by Christmas hung over
the négotiations for renewal of
the Guild’s contract with the
Post. Bur when the Guild asked
if it could .expect the mnew con.
tract to run for a year, manage-
ment representatives cited Fox's
pledge that he would keep the
Post as long as he lived.

Management also pointed out
that it wag going ahead with
plans for its new 20-story
‘building and had already or-
dered new presses for the plant.

Fox—who incidentally is an
old labor man himself; he once
held a eard in the Musician’s
Union while piano.playing his
way through Harvard—admitted
at the FCC hearing that he had
made the “one less newspaper”’
prediction, but said the granting
of his application for a TV chan.
nel would have “no bearing”
and anyhow would not materia-
lize “in sufficient time for the
issue to be solved.” ¢

A report on the condition of
the Post’s finances, however,
termed them “improved,” and
Fox told the Wall Street Jour-
nal that the Post “has signed a
contract for the sale of certain
of its assets which will increase
its cash by approximately $10,-
OB < vv ¥ s |

dog man.

When he purchased the Bos-
ton Post, Fortune magazine
reported that Mr. Fox kept,
presumably  in kennels, six
“glephantine St. Bernard dogs,
which consume a daily aver-
age of eighteen pounds of

meat.”
™ R

make money by remembering:
“] was once poor.”
© ~ -

What does he do with his
pocket money, now that he has
it?

“Among his wordly posses-
sions,” said Fortune, “are &
forty-seven acre estate in Con-
pecticut and a house with a
dining room imported from the
eighteenth - century London
house of David Garrick, an es-
tate in Maine with 6,600 acres
of farms and woodland, 270
Childe Hassam paintings, and
six elephantine St. Bernard
dogs, which consume a daily av-
erage of eighteen pounds of
meat.”

“With money in his pocket,”
Fortune continued, “he can am-
ble among the antique treas-
ures of Manhattan's French &
Co., casually turning over $10,-
000 price-tags the way other
people shop at Macy's, turning
over tags marked $9.98. He can
stand on the terrace of his man-
sion in Fairfield, Connecticut,
and survey the swimming pool,
the tennis court, and the forty-
seven acres. $

“He can have French & Co.

San Francisce, Calif.—Robert
Greenock I1I, a member of the
ANG staff since 1946, died in
San Francisco December 16 at
thmof"l.ﬂolubo‘nlll
since April, 1952, when he suf-
fered a paralytic stroke. His
death occurred two days after
a second stroke from which he

Greenock was a veteran Guild
member. He joined the Guild in

Chicago as an
% employe of the”

. worked for 10
" years. hen
_the Guild
struck the
Chicago paper
in 1938 Green-
ock was one of

GREENOCK the menibers

strike which continued for eigh.
teen months. 4

Out of a job after the strike
was settled he returned to San
Francisco, his native city. He
worked for two years on the
San Francisco News as a report.
er and for a short time was on
the staff of the San Francisco
Examiner.

of the strike
committee and ‘a leader in the

love for cultural things, such as
literature. ‘Lately,’ he says, af-
ter some thought, ‘I have been
reading - Dickens, Thackeray,
Stevenson, Dante, Shakespeare,
Pepys, the Old Testament.’ He
also reads, ‘omnivorously,’ the
various biographies of J. P.
Morgan and the Rothschilds.

“With money in his pocket he
can install a $15,000 sound re-
cording and amplifying system
in his house (‘As big as the one
at Roxy's') ...

“With money in his pocket
Mr. Fox can let his imagination
run free. Says one of his friends:
‘After twelve Scotches John will
tell you that he wants to set up
an international bank and feed .
and house phe world’s poor.’ This
is probably a case of imagina-

| tion running rampant, But he
" does have some sociological and

political views that he would
like to air. He would like, for
example, to arouse the U. 8, to
the menace of Communism. If
everyone does not realize how
deeply disturbed he is by Com-
munism, it is only because he
has been too busy to tell the
world about it. He is going to
find time now. He has been don-
sidering buying the Boston
Post; that would give .
mouthpiece. The way he figur
it, the Post might evén be
good investment (‘1 can’t
come the habit of ma
money’).” "

BobGreenockDies
After 2nd

throk,e‘

One of Bob Greenosk's

cherished
overcoat that had begn
by Heywood Broun. It was
contributed by Broun te the
Chicago strikers in the days
when warm clothing was a
welcome gift for those whe
picketed through twe Chicago
winters, o
The garment was & geners
ous size for Greenock. Broun's
measurements were more am-
ple than Bob’s. But Bob kept
the coatand wore it as he had
received it. It is still hanging
in the closet of his San Frane
' Broun died December 18,
1939. Greenock’s funersl was
* held on the fifteenth anniver-
Lury of Broun’s death. !

in various organizing projects
in the western states and was
widely known among Guilds.
men in locals of the region.

Greenock was a graduate of
Northwestern University.

His widow, Annabelle, has
been identified with Guild ac-
tivities for many years, She
worked as a volunteer in the
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Statement of Condition of General
Fund as at October 31, 1954

CURRENT ASSETS
' Cash in Bank and on Hand..,.iocieeesirens O

TOTAL ASSETS ...ocovserenconsin A B YT X T

LIAB) .
¥ Bs Vs aeg 684,99 Reserve for
C T Simertar Husd  ‘1hse oraants POF ocisercs WBINSY
wwsavare 185,00 v Hearst Negotistions ... 168181
Payroll Taxes payable. 1,620,456 Reserve for
A 1955 Convention ........ 4,000.00
Defense Pund ... ..., .  1.600.00 —_—
NM'Janl ...... 4 ges  10,000,00 TOTAL RESERVES ... 87,9890.88
e interest ........ 2,610.00 i
3 : e TOTAL LIABILITIES
s TOTAL LIABILITIES. . $22,418.44 AND RESERVES .., $60,408.32

".A'nalysis oIf,Genera;ll Fund Budget and

- Expenses for the Quarter
. - Ending October 31, 1954

R+ 0 p T

ferveaisensisessse B TEIE30  § 780000 8 6,780.00

- AND SERVICING

; wnd Repr. .... $11,61650  $18.785.00,  $18,785,00

i and Repr. . it 800000 0.000.00
m e 7,688.43 1.000.00 1,000.00

X -§82,870.18 $26,286.00 $26,285.00

> B B. o
; Contraets
crvereanshrnesee B 3.000.00 § 1,626.00 § 1,625.00
4 1,626.00 1,625.00 1,625.00
s 474.50 500.00 500.00
100.00
25.00 26.00

1,885.00 1,885.00
500.00 500.00
1,000.00 1,000.00
.00 6,000.00

. 2,000.00 —o—
—— 1,000.00
1,000.00 1,000.00
$12,270.00  $12,270.00

: % ‘i
200.00
ma me
2,000.00 2,500.00

800.00

Toos  “leoee
§9,20000  $10,400.00
5 © 0000000 § 2:080.00
600,00 500 0
tioese  Tasem
oo “loase
508,00 00.00
200.00 200.00

£}
:
:

i
fEisii

; 260,00 tu.s
$18,650.00  $18,650.00
b ol |
casvansinnesanseis - § 500600 $ 5,005.00 $ 5.005.00
1 AL MAlE T Y ] 1,500.00 1,500.00
Fi : " B AI2069 8§ 650000 8 6,508.00
» “-‘E;'“- $ 21831
1848 $ 3.400.00 S
L S VARR YR Ve
L il o s 80000 500,00
: 285.41 —— 100.00
b —o - —o - 200,00
. Delegates an 90.2¢ 1,000.00 1,600.00
y ' i u.: 500.00 2,000 00
i g S B o ome
¥ . AL R AR %
. & Co  Abave Rewerve ©voe tﬁ‘i‘ 12,0000 4
7 ¥ X SAseeerieraannin > 1,800.00 1,500.00
; - o~ CesTRvaaRAapRt e, — —0 - 1,500.00
e A e W e i A m.‘. -
M i P, s R kamse $120,52000  $117,470.00

s

... Broun Judges Nz

-

(Continued from Page 3)
expressed, the New York Times
recalled on his death, ‘in the
qualities that were born in him
—in humer, in courage, in end-
less and painstaking kindliness

for the poor, the weak and those .

whom he ‘thought oppressed.”

“All good work in the public
interest, including photographs
and cartoons, will receive con.
sideration, particularly if it has
helped right a wrong. One year,
the Broun Award was won by
a series of institutional adver-
tisements.” :

Three other points of import-
ance were cited by the Broun

_Award chairman:

“The 1954 Award will be giv-
en for work done or work com-

pleted between January 1, 1954,

and December 31, 1954.

“Eligible are employes in the
Guild’s jurisdiction on news-
papers, wire and news services,
news magazines, radio or tele-
vision stations in the United
States and Canada, whether
they are members of the Guild
or not.

“Anyone may submit an en-

try on his own or another’s be. -

half. -
“Entries should be submitted

-enough so the operators
other costs,

- The unions preparing for tough times were advised
demmmm‘l.hhnmk:.h:

his illness, We

“Washington' Post, for penetrat-
ing editorial cartoons, and Ted
Poston, New York Post, for
courageous coverage of a Flori-
da rape trial.

1948—Elias A. McQuaid, New
Hampshire News, (Manchester,
N.H,) for uncovering fraud in
state contract awards.

1947—Bert Andrews, New
York Herald Tribune, for ex.
posing disregard for civil rights
in State Department security

- dismissals. ;

1946—James McGuire, Jack
MecPhaul and Karin Walsh, Chi-
cago Times, whose joint efforts

- freed a prisoner unju:ﬂy con-

victed of murder. i
1945—Larry Guerin, New Or.

for | ished THil
covemm w ®

1943—Milton J, Lapine, I. L.
Kenen, William M. Davy and

" E. George Green, for a series of

CIO ads in the Cleveland: Union

Leader on war plant absentee- -

ism,
1942—Dillard Stokes,' Wash-
ington Post, for

a
Nazi propaganda network in the’
United States,

1941—Tom O’Connor, PM, for
revealing hazardous conditions
in the nation’s coal mines,

3

The President’s Corner— - L
Collis Reports
CIO Leadership

~ Expects Trouble

By JOSEPH F. COLLIS

ANG President

L
‘

'l\HE CcI10 CONVENTIQN DELEGATEé did in December what
the Newspaper Guild delegates did in August—prepared for
tougher times. And the action happened in the same hotel in Los

The CIO convention was marked by plenty of war talk. ﬁl
officers conditioned the delegates to expect trouble once the collee-
tive bargaining starts when the robins get back fronr the South«

land. The CIO is resolved not to

stand still.

stand still, It can’t afford to

“mobile plants were working some Saturdays. And some of the
_Chrysler departments were mkln' on Sundays. As oné friend

to another, this may be a good time to take a sécond look at the

old jalopy.
,WE HAVING TROUBLE with publishers farming ut v«t.
e

e're not alone. There are lots of unions involved same
rat race. The Woodworkers are finding that m:g:.m

Democrats; the speech by Labor

Western local new leadership is needed |
fast, and the lackadais — unless
= and the | ical members cnnmlly. will suffer,

wake up now,

S. WORD COMES of the death of Robert “Beesey” Greenock.

. parceling out seetions of forest to be cut by groups of men small
Vdu'thnhp.y-oehlmﬂtpndlm

Llor example, Mike Quill’s speech, in which he pointed |
-“mth:qhm-thcmwthwhﬂyog
1mummw-wuw$mm»'¢h

f
£
i

He and Mrs. Greenock were Guild stalwarts in the days when

things were really tough; when ¢!
but for existence. The hours wel': If::w fought not for pay rafses,

and the pay small.

But the Greenocks shouldered the burdens of Guild hm

and sacrifice. Bob Greenock was

on the Guild"
hope every Guild member gets th'o m‘:umm

‘ hlhm‘xnm«.mmmm.g

“The Greenock sﬁ:fghvﬂm_ it undoubtedly will be captioned

m called for es-
board of directors
of “key individuals
through the state, both in the
sphere of their

personal influ-
ence and geographical location.”

And they also made plans to
“employ persons to get signa-
tures to the petitiop,” in addi-
tion to those volunteering for

that task, according to the re-

Depa '
story, as told by Ammuni-

Job Available—
Only One String

On Dec. 29, 1953, 78 Oklahoma
business and industry officials,
with a smattering of
and lawyers, met in
nese Room of Oklahoma

City’s plush Skirvin Hotel where
" they unanimously approved a

$241,000 campaign to get a law

on the state’s statute books.
The bill they wanted already

had been rejected at a previous

session of the state legislature.

There, it hadn’t got beyond the

committee hearing stage. This

time, its sponsors were de-
termined to jam it through by

They decided, too, to get up
literature promoting their pro-
posed law, and “to use the
pressy radio, TV, public appear-
ances, direct mail and personal
calls to carry the program to

JOWA ... ..ccoveeves .

New Hampshire The budget they set up in-

clwded $30,000 to obtain 200,000
signatures to the petition they

to circulate, It also con-
tained $66,000 for “administra-
” (including $16,-
000 for an executive manager’s
salary and $30,000 for five “field

Other budget items were $66,-
400 for office expenses; $49,600
for “education and public rela
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In Kansas, efforts are undag
way for a $160,000 drive. Bul
former Kansas Governor
Landon has come out flatly in
opposition to a right.to-work
law. He said it obviously would
hurt unions and management as
well, But in Kansas, too, the
fund.raiging program, led by
specific business interests, has
been going ahead.

Some hint of national backe
ing to these campaigns came
recently in a letter to the 8t
Louis Post.Dispatch by an ine
dignant company executive. He
said he had received letters
urging support of the Missouri
Chambers’ drive from several
large corporations, including
the General Electric Co. The
letters called for comtributions
to the campaign.

A telephone follow-up to the
Jetters, he said, also was made
to his office. “When 1 stated
that our firm was not interested ’
in supporting them in any way,
the solicitor threatened that our
attitude ‘would be: reported to,
General Electric’” and others,
including the State Chamber, he
re y

While its backers have beem
pouring out heavy outlay of
funds to promote the measure,
opposition -also has been devels

i
:
z
?

{
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WERE the Guild . Reporter,

like Time Magazine, to choose
its “man of the year,” there
would be no hesitancy in this
corner as to who it would be.

The title would go, without

_ ¢ontest or quibble, to Dan De-
laney, of the Wilkes-Barre
Newspaper Guild.

Delaney is the un-bylined re-

- porter who month after month._
during the long strike by
Wilkes.Barre Guild members
against their publishers kept
the Giild Reporter—and there-
by the entire Guild- membership
—-promptly informed as to de-
veldpments, or lack of them, in
that epic struggle.

He kept his GR copy, often

with pix, coming in before
deagdline all through the sum-
mer, 2ven during the period
when’ the Wilkes-Barre Guild

time out. He did so, but didn’t
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be secret votes. This, it is-
thought, would help to elim-
inate from unions what busi-
ness calls mob-psychology and
what labor calls solidarity.

The non-open vote is a
great natural idea . . . Those
fickle workers! THhey just
don’t know their own minds.
They never vote as they think.
Oh, no. No more than the em-
ployers’ associations who take
their votes by the dark of the
moon, in case one might in-
fluence another.

One possible improvement
over the Cortney secret vote.
Why not keep the results see-
ret, too? Why count them?

This would prevent all
strikes.

TWO-—Negotiations for un-
jon contracts should wnct be
held every year, but only once
every three years. Cortney
figures this would eliminate
two thirds of the friction over
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The Coty plan?

Daily Record staffet since 1949,
will succeed Marjorie Flaherty

as president of the Stockton
local

)

St;y.whomby.m

By ELEANOR COAKLEY
 Washington Guild

’l\ﬂls SEASON OF HOLLY AND MISTLETOE,
.of loving and giving, secms a propitious time
for the bestowing of compliments, too, and so
we pass along a few of the public plaudits
afforded the American press recently.

Most picturesque, of course, was that of
French Ambassador Henri Bonnet, who in a
farewell speech before returning to France, said
American journalism was like “the little glass
of whité wine that the workingman in my coun-
try still prefers to milk.” How, asked this
Diplomat at the Breakfast Table, was he going
to get along without his “intellectual morning '
feast”?

Thé friendly Frenchman’s nosegays were
tossed hard upon the presentation by President
Eisenhower of a rather large bouquet. In a
film appearance at the dedication of the memorial
press center of the Overseas Press Club in New
York, the President characterized the American

' newspaperman as a “valiant warrior fer the

truth that makes men free.” . )
& e e
PIRHAPS '"WE SHOULD LEAVE IT AT
that, since the London Times, which recently:

‘devoted a special edition of its Literary Supple-

ment to American writing, is less open-handed
in its praise. However, one senses a tinge of
envy in the piece, and that seems praise in itself.

The London paper admits that the press corps
in the United States enjoys a very high status,
“partly due to its own and to the public's appre-
ciation of the role that the Press plays in the

working of the American democracy. . . . Un-
like the Press of other democratic countries, its
powers and prestige are not a ratively

modern expression of the country’s political free-
dom but are original contributors to it.”

This prestige brings the American press privi-
leges and advantages unequaled anywhere else
in the world, the London Times finds, and cites
the hand-outs, press conferences, guidance and
accommodations provided those covering the
news, especially in Washington.

The London Times piece, “The American
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about, it. On the other hand, the columnists and

opinion writers will turn out a wide variety of~

inu_mmmu of the same story.
London Times writer cites as proof of

.mpoht&odmnmim press p

ard editorial in the Daily News concluded

Tm!: COLUMNISTS were much farther apért.
David Lawrence saw no national trend en any
issues; while Thomas L. Stokes said the election
of Richard Neuberger in Oregon exploded as a
“myth” the idea that there were no national
issues of consequence. He sermed the Oregon
vote_a defeat for the Administration
ship” idea on public power, ‘ i
Gould Lincoln wrote that the election did n
indicate oppositien of the Western States to Eis
enhower’s water-power policies. But Doris Fleeson
maintained that the most sensational everturn:
pivoted on issues of unemployment and conserva.
tion, including public power. G e B
Mr. Lincoln also saw no strong hostility among
American farmers toward the

i

i

of editors and publishers, While it is estimated
that 67 percent of our daly newspapers with 80

enial journalists are the reporters and column.
ists. “In Britain,” he says, “influence is best
exerted through well-thought-out leading articles’

WOULD APPEAR that the gemtleman does
not understand the workings of an American
newspaper, for, as one Washington correspen-
dent puts it, “the most: influential guy is the
one handles your copy and decides where and
how it will run.”
Most Washington correspondents would a‘no
with the statement that the American newsmen

to over.simplify to point
play up personalities at the expense of attention
to economic and social-aspects of a situation; to
dramatize and foreshorten the development of
events and to give the reader a perpetual semse
of crisis. Yet, he goes on to say, “W.
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